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Thesis Paper
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 Take a drive through a city, then another and soon after you will see 

an emerging theme of building abandonment and forgotten places. Most 

abandoned buildings are a result of one of three different possibilities: 

one, the business growing out of their current facility and as a result must 

move to a more suitable facility; two, the businesses’ downfall thus leaving 

the building just sitting uninhabited; and third, changes in the surrounding 

environment either by man or the environment that leads to the downfall in 

the original use of the site and building. No matter how these places come to 

be, the fact is that they are. It is at that same moment that one use dies and 

another starts to live.

 At this point in the sites’ history, the dominate feature of the building 

ends and the natural world starts to take over and become the dominate 

feature on the site. It is the natural cycle and order of things that the life of 

the building, once full with people and purpose, is over but that is not the 

end of life on the site but the beginning. Over time the constructed materials 

continue to be affected by the elements and so, will continue to break down 

to allow for new growth and new life. This dichotomy between landscape 

and architecture is even more present in today’s society because there is an 

ever growing knowledge and realization of this taking affect. This distinctive 

separation between architecture of the past and the landscape it currently 

rests upon has brought up a more recent idea of reciprocity. “The combination 

of multiple strategies at different scales – for instance, a formal strategy at 

one scale with a site-specific one at another scale – supports a reciprocal 

relationship between architecture and landscape that is less dependent on 



form, and more particular to the contingencies of program and site”1. Thus 

the potential of a site lies in understanding what influences lead it to its 

current state and this knowledge would then lead the site to its suitable 

program.

The site chosen for this project is that of Clark School, located at 1519 

Harrison Street, Flint, Michigan. For those who live in Flint, the location of this 

building is well known due to the fact that it sits so close to the expressway 

and most use it as a landmark but may have no idea what the building was. 

This fueled some initial questions: what are the current conditions on the site, 

what was this building used for and why was it abandoned? 

 Conditions on the site were that of decay and neglect. The grass 

severely over grown and most of the walkways had grass as well as other 

plant life growing up through the cracks and crumbling concrete. The building 

in specific areas was in very bad decay as well. All over the building, stucco 

was falling off in large sections or already gone entirely and the exterior 

brick of the building ranged from what looked like excellent condition to 

falling apart or gone completely. This site was perfect because it raised 

more questions that needed answering to understand the site to the fullest 

extent. 

What was the site?

The first questions raised were: What was the site and why is it so large? The 
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building was discovered to be Clark School, named after a Dr. Daniel Clark. 

He was originally from Massachusetts and graduated from the Harvard 

University in 1839 and became a Physician. Dr. Clark decided in 1840 to 

move to Grand Blanc, Michigan and stayed until 1845 when he moved back 

to Massachusetts but he finally settled in Flint, Michigan in 1847. This man 

was of great influence to the development of Flint, he is said to be the “father 

of the public school system in Flint”2, founder of the school library, in 1880 

he submitted a paper on Sewerage and Its Adjuncts such as laying piping, 

and that the sewer piping should be vented and non-porous. Four years later 

on April 16, 1884 Dr. Daniel Clarke passed away at the age of 72. He 

was laid to rest in Glenwood Cemetery but his grave was left unmarked for 

nearly 55 years until this was discovered and corrected. He was one of many 

great pioneers of Flint and the school system that was developed as well as 

the beautification of the City.

  It was because of Dr. Daniel Clark’s involvement in Flint that in 1896 an 

old school building located on the north corner of Eighth Street and Harrison 

Street, built in 1878, (a four room school structure was known as Hascall 

Street School at one time because it was located on the part of Harrison that 

was actually Hascall) was renamed Clark School. The school was named so 

with a provision and it being: “In honor of Dr. Daniel Clark, deceased, who so 

faithfully served the cause of education for many years, that a stone tablet 

be placed in front of the entrance and ‘Clark Public School’ to be carved 

thereon”3.

 



 In 1910, a 3 ½ acre piece of property was purchased 2 blocks south 

on Harrison Street to be the future site of a new Clark School facility. The 

new facility was built in 1912 and opened on September 1, 1913. The school 

was built with: 15 classrooms, a gymnasium, a teacher lounge, a clinic and 

an office, and was said to be one of Flint’s first Modern buildings, although, 

“the only place where the Clark School falls short is in the gymnasium and 

through some mistake in the plans, the specifications as drawn up called for 

an iron post in the middle of the gymnasium. Neither the architects nor the 

contractor thought about it at the time and it was only after the building was 

completed that it was noticed. The result is that the gymnasium cannot be 

used for basketball, or some of the other games, although it can be used for 

regular gymnasium classes”4. However in 1954 an addition to the school was 

made, and looks to be a gymnasium with storage and a hallway connecting 

it to the school building.

 

 During the years of operation, the enrollment rates varied drastically, 

anywhere from 185 to 933 students until the school closed in September 

1971. “The enrollment of Clark School is only 190 this year, making the 

operation economically unfeasible. The peak for enrollment was 1927, when 

874 children attended. The biggest drop, reflecting the development of the 

expressway, showed in 1967, when the enrollment was 244 in contrast to that 

of the preceding year, 505”5. The enrollment drops at the school indicated 

that it was more effective to close the school as they did than it would have 

been to keep it open, and the remaining students from Clark School would 

then be moved to Stewart School since they would have enough room for the 
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combined number of students.

 In a letter written in 1976 to Ms. Rosalind Williams from Al Hansen, 

Public Information and Communications, he writes: “Clark Elementary School 

also closed in 1971 but for a different reason. Freeway construction separated 

it from the community it served, necessitating school boundary changes. The 

building was leased to the City of Flint so that it could operate a number of 

police-related programs and activities. These include such police programs 

as youth projects, police reserves and athletics and youth recreation. Just this 

month, the city moved the police programs to Oak school in a commitment to 

serve residents of that neighborhood, and school administrators have been 

talking with another agency about moving into Clark”6.

 

 In December of 1972 an article from the Flint Journal states that the 

former Clark School “is destined to become a Michigan Police Hall of Fame, 

according to an announcement made by Flint Chief James W. Rutherford. 

Incidentally, the Flint Police Department leased Clark School from the Flint 

Board of Education more than a year ago when the demolition of residences 

to make way for the interchange drastically reduced the elementary school 

population in the area”7. Although there were plans to change the site of 

Clark School into the home of the Michigan Police Hall of Fame, those plans 

were changed just as was the police programs changed location. These 

programs did not seem to fit the location they had chosen and so the building 

sat isolated just as they had left it.



Why is the site so large?

 After reviewing the existing site and its surroundings, the expressway 

running along the eastward side of the site, Kennelworth Ave and Wellington 

Ave both stopping at Harrison Street, the size of the site looked double in 

comparison to the rest of the city blocks in Flint. Upon farther site exploration, 

a manhole and sewer drain were discovered in the middle of the site which 

seemed out of place, almost seemed like Kennelworth Avenue had once continue 

through the site before the expressways were designed and constructed. This 

discovery launched an investigation of how the streets were originally laid 

out when the current location of Clark School was built. According to the 

Sanborn Map Company’s Insurance Map of Flint, Michigan from 1914, the 

original street boundaries where Harrison Street, 10th Street (later to be 

renamed Wellingtion Ave), Clifford Street (later to be non-existing because 

of I-475 expressway), and 11th Street (later to be renamed Kennelworth 

Ave). Current Site boundaries are the I-475 expressway, Wellington Ave 

that dead ends and is not used and may be part of the school property now, 

Harrison Street and 12th Street. The site is 2 city block big because it consists 

of 2 city blocks, the expressway changed the layout of the surrounding sites 

that bordered it. 

 With the street layout discoveries and theory proven true, a new theory 

was made. Did the relaying out of streets have an affect on the enrollment 

number of students? The answer would be no. The cause of the dropping 

student enrollment numbers was both the expressway and the rezoning of 
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the district. When comparing the school district maps and the construction of 

the I-69 and I-475 expressways, some comparisons were noticed. As Flint 

developed and more people moved to the area, the building of more schools 

was needed and shown through in the district maps. With more schools being 

built, the existing district had to be rezoned and as this happened each 

became a little smaller. It was in the early 1960’s that the first signs of future 

expressway development were shown, and as it continued to develop, the 

school districts seemed to be rezoned all the while incorporating the future 

expressway development. As the construction continued, Clark School District 

became smaller as each year passed, and it was in the late 1960’s that the 

expressway interchange was laid out and the homes in the area were being 

bought to make way for the expressways. After the school closed and the 

expressway was built there were roads that had continued around the site 

that now became apart of the site itself and is why the site is currently 4 

acres big and double the size of the average city block in Flint.

Program

 Looking to the surrounding neighborhoods and communities, with the 

knowledge of the site in mind, the decision to reuse the site as a Youth Facility 

was needed. The initial school district for the Clark School Site is gone and 

at first glance it would look as if the surrounding area would not be able to 

support the use of a Youth Facility.

 The schools district zoning from 1971 shows that it was mostly taken to 



construct the expressways and what was left of it became mostly commercial 

buildings with very little residences left. The program of a Youth Facility 

can be supported by the surrounding schools which when totaled is around 

25,000 students. This Facility is targeted towards Junior High and High School 

Students, and so the next question raised would be that of transportation. 

About half of all high school students can drive and the other half are old 

enough to ride the bus route system which runs throughout Flint and its suburbs 

connecting it all together. There is one existing bus route that runs by the site 

on South Saginaw Street, but there are not bus stops in the area, so there 

would need to be a proposal for two stops along South Saginaw Street 

between 8th and 12th Streets.

 The ages of the students was incorporated into the functions chosen for 

both inside as well as outside the facility. The main functions within the facility 

are: a dance studio, kitchen and cafeteria/hall, media/game room, art 

room and sculpture room. Other secondary functions are counseling services, 

computer lab, study areas and common areas. Main outside functions include: 

baseball field, basketball court, sculpture display areas along the walkway 

up to the building and graffiti walls throughout the site and the pathways up 

to the building.

015





Abstract

The environment is adapting to its continually changing 
landscapes, modified by man to make way for cities 
and architecture that dominates over the surrounding 
green spaces that still exist. But over time, the once 
dominating architecture that exists loses its purpose 
and is left sitting abandoned, exposed to the elements 
and untouched by man.

These untouched/abandoned buildings sit unmaintained 
by those passing by. However, this does not signify the 
end of what was, but rather signifies the next cycle of 
life. The environment starts to grow, breaking down 
and breaking through the existing architecture, and 
eventually becoming the dominant feature on the site 
once again.

By examining the changes a site goes through when 
abandoned, this thesis will explore design possibilities 
that adapt to the changing environment and allow for 
nature to grow in harmony with architecture.
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Photographic Research

The following series of 

photographs were taken 

around Detroit, MI and Flint, 

MI. 

Each photo shows some 

level of growth through the 

constructed materials and 

structures that had become 

broken down over the 

passage of time. 
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Northeast corner of Pontchartrain Boulevard and 6 Mile Road.



Southwest corner of Woodward Avenue and 6 Mile Road.
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East side of Woodward Avenue, between Bartlett Street and Sears Street.



East side of Woodward Avenue.
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Southwest corner of Woodward Avenue and Lawrence Street.



East side of Woodward Avenue.
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North side of Westminister Street, between Brush 
Street and Oakland Street.
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South side of Longfellow Street, 
between 2nd Avenue and Woodward 
Avenue.
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East side of Sterling 
Street, between West 
Grand Boulevard and 
Holden Street.



Northeast corner of Sterling Street and Holden Street.
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West side of Trumbull Street, between West Grand Boulevard and Holden Street.
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West side of Lincoln Street, between Baltimore Street and Milwaukee Street.
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East side of Lincoln Street, between Baltimore Street and Holden Street.
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Southwest corner of Atkinson Street and 2nd Avenue.
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Southwest corner of Woodward Avenue and Tuxedo Street.
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Highland Park, east side of Woodward 
Avenue.
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East side of Woodward Avenue, between Bartlett Street and Sears Street.



Northwest corner of 2nd 
Avenue and 6 Mile Road.

045



Northwest corner of Longfellow Street and Woodward Avenue.
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Highland Park, east side of Woodward Avenue.
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East side of Harrison Street, just north of 12th Street.
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Precedent Studies

Landscape and Architecture Studies
 Brion Family Cementery
 Ottolenghi House
 Neuendorf Villa
 Reframing the View
 Upwardly Mobile
 Four Square
 Textural Boundries

Program Studies
 Chicago Youth Center
 Aspen Youth Center

Historic Renovation Studies
 Municipal Amenity
 Seagram Museum
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Brion Family Cemetery

San Vito d’Altivole, Treviso
1969-1978
Architect: Carlo Scarpa

The cemetery feels like a monument, and at the same time it also has gardens and 

water features to bring in more of the natural aspects of the site to life in this man 

made monument atmosphere. 

This cemetery lies on nearly 21,530 square feet and in specific locations raised 

almost 30 inches above the walking paths. The end results in the design was so 

that views from the outside in would be impossible so that there was a since of 

peacefulness within the walls. 8

8
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This cemetery, even though it is a place of rest for the dead, it also is a place 

for the living. Not only for people but also for the environment in which it was 

placed. Looking at the pathways, they are a combination of both natural and 

man-made elements and this concept is what ties together the landscape with 

the buildings on the site.  There is a balance and harmony between all the 

elements on the site.

This idea that has been carried throughout the Cemetery is of great interest 

and importance to the idea behind various elements to be incorporated into 

the project site.

9
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Ottolenghi House

Bardolino, Verona
1974-78
Architect: Carlo Scarpa

This was designed as a single family home of 15,720 square feet on a sloping site 

of 81,800 square feet. Part of the homes structure is nine columns that are each 88 

centimeters in diameter. There was no grid system for the placement of the columns 

and which resulted in a free form that flows better with the nature that surrounds 

it. 8

9



With the vines and other plant life growing all around the house it almost overwhelms 

it but with the free form, the natural growth seems to have grown together with the 

home. The stairs up to the front door is a combination of plant life with little concrete 

to form the edge of the stair. With how much plant life, if is difficult to tell if the plants 

started to grow up on the roof naturally or if they were planted there. Whichever it 

is, a positive of the growth cover is cooler temperatures in the home. The structural 

columns of the home bring together the built and natural elements of the home, it is this 

integration of the two that is most significant to the project.

057

89

9



Neuendorf Villa

Mallorca
1991

This was designed as a 600 square meter holiday retreat getaway. The four exterior 

walls are tall in height and stand out against the landscape. However this retreat 

also blends with its surroundings because of the naturalistic coloring of the facade. 

The exterior of the building is ridged up against the landscape and on the inside 

of the building, it is ridge up against itself and creates a total different feel of a 

retreat. Within the structure, on the main level, there is a courtyard open to the sky, 

a swimming pool and other community spaces. On the second level of the retreat 

are the living spaces that edge on two of the four walls leaving space for the 

courtyard to be open to the sky.10

10



The element of this design that is most interesting is how the designer allowed 

a space for a tree to grow through the patio. The use of this as an example 

of allowing nature to grow through is a rather interesting design solution. The  

space allowed for growth is a very specific controlled amount of space. And 

the problem with this design is that the space will not grow with the tree over 

time, so something will eventually have to be done about this otherwise the 

tree will start to break up the patio.
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- Reframing the View
- Upwardly Mobile
- Four Square
- Textual Boundaries

Reframing the View (left)
“Behind the facade of this London 
townhouse bold colours, intelligent 
lighting, oversize pots and concrete 
flooring combine in what is in effect a 
single indoor-outdoor space divisible 
only by a glass wall. Minimal planting 
and few elements offer the occupant 
maximum flexibility to compose a 
recombine furniture and objects in a 
seamless interaction.” 11

Within a sea of concrete flooring, a 
interior/exterior courtyard with natural 
elements such as a tree and grass are 
a relaxing and refreshing retreat within 
the home.

Upwardly Mobile (right)
“Vertical gardening is an ideal solution for 
constricted spaces. By planting climbers or 
even an array of potted plants, an outdoor 
space becomes an outdoor room. In this 
case the contrast between the green living 
form and the grey man-made concrete 
structure intensifies the glorious paradox of 
minimal form and maximum contrast.” 11

A outdoor walkway without views can 
have a negative affect on a person but 
when adding vegetation and sunlight it can 
lighten a space up. The vegetation also 
breaks up the solid flat surface of the wall 
and adds texture and color to the space. 

11
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Four Square (left)
“Rigour, restraint and order characterize 
an outdoor area of this stack villa. 
Sandwiched between the external garden 
wall and the house are four perfectly 
square planters cut out of a perfect plane. 
Although the first impression may be one 
of austerity, with time the trees’ branches 
will become a canopy over a monastic 
space, ideal for reflection.” 11

This design was intended for the future and 
what it would become.  It was intended 
to grow and although allow to grow in a 
specific area and location, it will be able 
to grow as it pleases. A great design will 
have the future in mind as this does.

Textual Boundaries (right)
“In the desolate wilds of the California 
desert if an oasis, demarcated by a breeze-
block wall that provides protection and 
privacy. Apart from evoking the spirit of 
master Mexican modernist Luis Barragan, 
the wall’s rough texture mediates between 
human habitation and isolation, between 
control over earth’s natural elements and 
their control over us.” 11

In this photograph, the natural world and 
the constructed nature are clearly defined. 
However, if you just focus on the walkway, 
the concrete is constructed and the grass is 
natural, so there are many levels in which 
these two interact. This will be useful when 
determining walkways and other exterior 
walkways.
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Chicago Youth Centers

“Chicago Youth Centers provides a continuum of 

caring for at-risk, low-income youth. CYC welcomes 

ages 3-18 into neighborhood-based centers and a 

residential country camp -- oases of encouragement 

and support for children from neighborhoods where 

violence, dispair and failure are the norm. At CYC 

facilities, children find programs that encourage 

their dreams, support academic success, reinforce 

their strengths, and help them envision a positive 

future.” 12

What programs do these facilities offer?

“Chicago Youth Centers provides young people with 

the structured learning, life skills development and 

recreational activities they need for healthy mental 

and physical development.” 12

Some of the programs offered through the many 

facilities are: half-day and full-day programs 

in a classroom setting for the younger children. 

After school programs for the older children as 

well as activities offered on non-school days. And 

for the oldest children there is a teen leadership 

development program offered only during the 

week.

12
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Aspen Youth Center

This youth facility is a non-profit organization that is 

for youths in grades 4 through 12. There is a small fee 

for use of the facility to cover the cost of running the 

center. 

What programs does this facility offer?

Some daily activities include Tutoring in the Home-

work Room, Culinary Club, Science Club, Sports Clubs 

and Creative Arts. These clubs cover a vast number 

of rooms: a game room, computer lab, media room, 

lounge, small gym and a kitchen. 13

This facility also has determined what time a specific 

group of students can use the facility.  As well as when 

specific events and activities are held throughout the 

week. 

This Youth Center will help to determine the specific 

functions that the facility will include in its program.

13
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Municipal Amenity

Client: Lungarno Galiei
Location: City of Pisa, Italy
Former Function: Medieval palace
Architect: Massimo Carmassi
Completion Date: 1983
Program: Temporary exhibition room, town 
Planning Design Office and Audio-Visual 
Center

“The work of Massimo Carmassi, in charge of 

the City of Pisa’s ‘Ufficio Progetti’ since 1987, 

is goverend by two approaches: -- to restore 

the structures while leaving exposed all traces 

of work carried out throughout history, and 

without according undue preference to any 

particular period; -- to alter the existing 

structures by addition or subtraction in order 

to make them available for new functions.” 14

14
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The renovation of this particular 

building reveals how much 

character it truly has. Opening 

up the ceiling in areas and 

closing off some passage ways 

can create the feeling of a new 

building. The missing brick, and 

the patched areas on the walls 

show character of the old and 

is at the current time influencing 

the new conditions within the 

building. With this structure, it 

looks like the bearing walls were 

left alone and reused existing 

doorways. Cutting away the old 

flooring and installing the new 

helps in bringing light and life 

back into the building.

14

14 14
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Seagram Museum

Client: Joseph E. Seagram and Sons, Ltd.
Location: Waterloo, Ontario
Former Function: 19th centery distillery
Architect: Barton Myers Associates
Completion Date: 1985
Program: Seagram Group Museum and Archives, 
with facilities for temporary exhibitions and 
conventions

“Just like 19th century industrial constructions where 

machines and their shelter were created together 

and by the same designer, the buildings and the 

objects on display are intimatley related.” 14

In the middle of the large distillery there is 

now a little restaurant and surrounding it is still 

the distillery.  This was not the only change, in 

another section of the building it was changed 

into a museum with the original items that would 

have been used in the 19th century related to the 

buildings original function.

14
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With the many improvements 

to the facility, it is amazing 

how they were still able to let 

the original function surround 

the new renovations and 

functions of the space without 

over powering one another. 

The tall and open space of the 

restaurant allows for views of 

to the top of the distillery that 

might have otherwise gone 

unseen. This open feeling 

within the facility is a inviting 

atmosphere and a good idea 

to keep in mind.
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3 Selected Sites

Site Criteria:

A existing site located near a major road or 

redeveloping area that has been abandoned 

and overgrown.
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Site 1: Highland Park, MI 

This initial site is located in downtown Highland Park, MI on Gerald St. just off 

of Woodward Avenue. Buildings on this site include the original City of Highland 

Park Fire Department, Municipal Buildings of Highland Park, and the Highland Park 

Police Headquarters. 

There is heavy circulation of both vehicular and pedestrian traffic along Woodward 

Avenue but there is nothing on the site.
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Site 2: Detroit, MI

This initial site consists of two locations, a residence at the corner of Woodward Ave 

and Longfellow St, and a Building at the corner of Woodward Ave and Westminster 

St. This site is located in a area of Detroit where residents are working to restore 

the area to make it habitable again.

Heavy vehicular traffic runs along Woodward Ave, however the only traffic on the 

side streets are from the people that live in the area. There is occasional pedestrian 

traffic by the sites along Woodward Ave only. 
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Site 3: Flint, MI

This site is located on Harrison Street, not too far from the downtown Flint area. 

Other main roadways in the area are: Saginaw St, East 12th St, and the I-475 

expressway. The building on the selected site is Clark School.

Currently, the only vehicular traffic near the site are for the one or two buildings on 

Harrison street opposite that of the school building. There is no pedestrian traffic 

near or on the site, other than the occasional trespasser and those that walk to the 

churches or business’s on S. Saginaw Street.
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Clark School Site Analysis

1519 Harrison Street
Flint, MI
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Clark School - Flint, MI

Upon the initial visit to the site, it was found to be 
isolated from its surroundings. Trees line nearly every 
edge of the site and when in full bloom, they block 
most of the views to and from the site giving it a sense 
of enclosure. Once on the site, it was interesting to see 
how much of the sidewalks were overgrown, grass and 
weeds started to grow through the cracks and since 
there was no maintance over the years the plant life 
continued to grow to the point that it started to break 
the concrete or grow over the concrete all together. 

After continued exploration of the site, it was discovered 
that it was the site of the old Clark School in Flint, MI. 
The school was named after one of the pioneers of 
Flint, Dr. Daniel Clark. The current site is the second 
location of the school and was one of the first modern 
buildings in the city. 

This Clark School building was built in 1913 when the 
student enrollment was larger than the older school 
building could handle. This building was occupied 
from 1913 to 1971 when the school was closed to low 
enrollment numbers. 

15
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Front view of Clark School building and addition.

Side view of Clark School building and back of the addition.

View of the addition.

Pan view of the site.
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During the continued exploration of the site, some interesting discoveries were made. 
There are two sidewalks that continue through the site to the fence line that edges  the 
expressway side of the site, and there are two man-hole’s that seemed out of place in 
the middle of the site not too far away from the sidewalk that ends at the fence line. 
These discoveries fueled a investigation into why these out of place obstacles are 
place where they are. 

Through the use of SanBorn Maps from 1914 , 1928 
and the current street layouts, it was discovered that 
Wellington and Kennelworth Streets that currently 
end at the site, used to continue through the site. 
However, when the expressway was designed and 
constructed it changed a large majority of the streets 
in the area. This discovery solves and explains the 
sidewalks and the man-hole’s on the site.

Below is a image from SanBorn Maps 1928 showing 
the original street layout for the Clark School area 
before the expressways.

18



The two aerial’s 
of the site show 
the original vs. 
the new addition 
to the building 
and the site that 
was made over 
time.
Below: Views to 
the site.
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1914: This figureground shows the density of the district back in 1914 but shown with the last 
known zoning map of the district before the school closed. The grey represents all residences 
with very little commercial buildings throughout, the blue represents the original Clark School 
that was turned into a storage facility for the school after the new location opened in 1913, 
and the red represents the current Clark School location.



2007: This figureground shows the current density of the last know district zone before the 
school closed. More than half of the site was used to construct the I-69 and I-475 expressway 
interchange. The residence in the immediate surrounding of the new and old schools were 
taken and so was the old school’s location, it is no longer there. The remaining grey is mosty 
commercial with very little residential on the edges that attend the other schools in the area. 
The blue that represented the original school is no longer there, and the red represents the 
current Clark School location with its addition that was added in 1954. 083



District Zoning Maps

Over the course of the site and the occupation of the school, 
the student enrollment rates started to decrease rapidly until 
the school finally closed in 1971. A investigation into the 
decreasing student enrollment numbers was started.

The investigation was to discover if the expressway construction 
was at all consistent with the decreasing student numbers. The 
district maps start at 1950 (no district maps for this school 
could be found for previous years) and continue up to 1991 
with the key years for expressway construction. The individual 
maps show the district zone and the location of the school. 

At the conclusion of the investigation, it was found that 
the expressway development was a direct cause. As the 
expressway path was determined, they first had to purchase 
the land so that they could construct the expressways and 
each year the student enrollment went down there was further 
construction done.
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Year 1950:  No student enrollment records were found for this year. However, this map 
shows the location of another school within the district lines, and the future location of Stewart 
School. Both of these schools would then have an effect on the size of the district and the new 
layout of the district zones.



Year 1962:  Since 1950 many schools were built and so the school district zones had to be 
rezoned, and this had an effect on the total number of students that attended the school. 606 
students attend Clark School this year.
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Year 1963: From the previous year to this year, the student enrollment dropped down to 536 
students. Not that much of a difference but this was the year that the proposal for the I-69 
and I-475 expressway routes were applied to the district maps.



Year 1964:  There was a little increase in enrollment this year to 550 students. The district 
was rezoned once again and a few more schools looked to have opened.
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Year 1970:  Between 1964 and 1970 expressway development and construction started 
and was completed up to the border of the district. The most significant drop in student 
enrollment was shown these years. This year the student enrollment totaled at 207 students, 
and was the second to last year that the school remained opened.



Year 1975:  Clark School closed in 1971 and since then the completion of I-69 and most of 
I-475 was done. During this time the remaining residences of the Clark School district were 
rezoned to Stewart School. 
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Year 1991:  This district map was used to show how the district was rezoned from 1975 
to this year. After the expressways were completed the school districts that surround them 
were rezoned to have the borders run along the I-69 pathway cutting though the city. The 
remaining southern half of the original Clark school district became apart of Stewart School 
District while the northern half of the District became apart of the Piece School District.



Research Support for Youth Center

Even though the original school district of Clark School does 
not exist, there are still sufficient number of students in the Flint 
area. There are around 25,000 students collectively within 
the city and its suburbs.

Looking to the map at the right, you will see Clark Schools 
location in red and the other surrounding schools in a 
variety of different colors. There is a bus route system that 
runs throughout the city and the suburbs connecting them all 
together. With the youth center geared towards junior high 
and high school students, the used of the bus system as a 
mode of transportation could be used. The other mode 
of transportation for them would be the students driving 
themselves or being dropped off by someone else.
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Program
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Detailed Program:  Youth Center Facility

Administration

 Reception w/ lounge        

 Office (4)         

 Security Office         

 Individual Counseling Room (2)       

 Group Counseling Room        

 Storage Room         

      Subtotal  2,150sf

Activities

 Common Area (2)        

 Dance / Hip Hop Studio      

 Changing Rooms (4)       

 Game & Media Room       

 Art Room          

 Sculpture Room         

 Computer Lab           

 Large Study / Tutor Room        

 Small Study / Tutor Room (2)        

 Storage Room (2)         

      Subtotal  9,893sf

Food Service

 Kitchen       

 Cafeteria       

      Subtotal  3,350sf



Mechanical & Electrical Room

Toilets (3 mens & 3 womens) 

Janitor            

           

      Subtotal  1,974sf

Exterior Spaces

 Outdoor Garden 

 Graffiti Wall

 Sculpture Displays

 Basketball Court

 Baseball Field

           

       Total  17,367sf
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Program: Space Details

Administration

 Reception w/ lounge ...........................................................................................................532sf

 - This space is the located on the first floor of the facility and is the main entrance/  

    greeting area. 

 

 Office (4) ................................................................................................................totaling 493sf 

 - The offices are split between the two ends of the building, two are located adjacent  

 to the individual counseling rooms and the other two are located adjacent to the   

 Group Counseling Room on the first floor.

 

 Security Office .....................................................................................................................115sf

 - The Security is located on the first floor adjacent to the reception desk.

 

 Individual Counseling Room (2) ..........................................................................totaling 206sf 

 - The counseling rooms are located adjacent to the offices and are for individual                    

           sessions with students that would like to talk to someone for one reason or another.

 

 Group Counseling Room .....................................................................................................700sf  

 - The group counseling room is for larger meetings for people / students dealing with  

 the same issues.

 Storage Room .......................................................................................................................104sf 

 - This room is located behind the reception desk for office supplies and coat rooms. 

Subtotal.............................................................................................................................................2,150sf



Activities

 Common Area (2) ..................................................................................................totaling 705sf

 - These two spaces are to be lounge areas for the student to hang out with there   

 friends, the one of the spaces is located in the basement next to the media / game  

 room and the other is on the second floor next to the outdoor garden.

 

 Dance / Hip Hop Studio ..................................................................................................2898sf

 - The studio is for formal lessons as well as open floor for others to just come and   

 practice, this space is on the second floor of the building.

 

 Changing Rooms (4) .............................................................................................totaling 360sf

 - They are located next to the dance studio to make changing fast and easy access  

 for the students.

 

 Game & Media Room ......................................................................................................2898sf

 - This space is located in the basement so that the students can walk out directly to the  

 space behind the building where a graffiti wall is located and a nice open area lower  

 in the ground that the grade level of the rest of the site.

 Art Room ................................................................................................................................574sf

 - The art room is located in the basement and is a place for leasure painting and   

 other art projects.

 Sculpture Room .....................................................................................................................609sf

 - This space is also located in the basement, but the sculptures made from this, if the  

 students want to display them, then the pathway up to the building from the bus stops  

 would be the place for displaying them.
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 Computer Lab .......................................................................................................................438sf

 - The lab would be for those needing to use the computers for homework and job   

 searching.

 Large Study / Tutor Room ..................................................................................................450sf

 - Group study area and tutoring room for large groups.

 Small Study / Tutor Room (2) .............................................................................totaling 380sf

 - Individual study areas and individual tutoring.

  

 Storage Room (2) ..................................................................................................totaling 581sf

 - One of the storage rooms will be placed in the Art room for supplies and drying art  

 work.

Subtotal.............................................................................................................................................9,893sf

Food Service

 Kitchen ...................................................................................................................................452sf 

 - This space is for teaching students how to cook and to serve those students that   

 spend long periods of time at the facility.

 

 Cafeteria / Hall ................................................................................................................2898sf

 - The space is for students to eat as well as for others to rent the space out for large  

 group activities and events.

Subtotal.............................................................................................................................................3,350sf



 Mechanical & Electrical Room ...........................................................................................745sf

 Toilets (3 mens & 3 womens) ....................................................................................each 188sf

 

 Janitor ....................................................................................................................................101sf

           

Subtotal.............................................................................................................................................1,974sf

Exterior Spaces

 Outdoor Garden 

 

 Graffiti Walls

 

 Sculpture Displays

 

 Basketball Court

 

 Baseball Field

           

Total.................................................................................................................................................17,367sf
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Design Process
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Existing Building within context of the site



Study of the interior spaces of existing building.
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Design 1: Original Building with part of 1954 addition.



Structural Study of design 1.
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Final Presentation
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Conclusion

Throughout the course of the year the changes in this thesis 
and design had both positive and negative effects towards 
the outcome of the project. I feel that the thesis presented in this 
project is very strong and supported very well. However, the 
design of the building as a youth facility is still a good idea, it 
was not as fully developed as it could have been.

The buildings design had undergone many changes from start 
to finish and even though it was not as developed as I wanted it 
to be at the end of the semester, it was headed in the direction 
I wanted it to go. 

Throughout the design process of the thesis project, parts of 
the original thesis were dropped and not incorporated into 
the design because they had become obsolete. Because of 
this parts of the design had to be reconstructed, thought out 
and redesigned. 

Some of the obstacles with this site included working with 
the existing structure, this proved to be one of the biggest 
challenges in this whole thesis. The history behind the building 
was of great importance and why I had decided to keep as 
much of the original structure as possible. But with the design 
at the end of the semester, the roof treatment had proven 
difficult. 

At the presentation, some of the feedback I had received 
brought up new questions that, 1: I had not thought about, or 2: 
I had considered at one time and decided to go in a different 
direction.

It would be interesting to see what this project could turn out to 
be if I continue in the direction the project is headed in.
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Clark School 1913-1951

Letter from Al Hansen to Ms. Rosalind Williams

Clark School Information

Information on Clark School’s Student Enrollment

Information on Dr. Daniel Clark

“Proposal To Close Clark & Fairview Community Schools, 
September 1971”

“Clark School To Become Police Hall Of Fame”

“‘Father of Flint’s School System’ To Receive Honor”

“Dedication of Cemetery Marker Honors Pioneer Flint 
Physician”

“Trip Down Memory Lane” - Education

Original Clark School - Photo

New Clark School - Photo

Clark School Photo

Clark School Teachers - Photo

Original Clark School - Photo of Interior
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