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Rcthinking Social Architecture

The Homclcss and Wor‘dng Foor Fcrspcctivc
Abstract

Avrchitecture is still stmggling to find a self identification. Postmodernism has asked architecture to
consider the “New chacular” and how those who inhabit structures interact with them. lt is within this
spirit that architecture can take on the role of social activist and bring the Prochsion’s intimate knowlcdgc
of the human condition to bearin ways that before were seen as not worthy of architectural Practicc.
Homelessness is one social condition that needs to be addressed within the context of contemporary
American society as the economy is Fa!tcring. T his thesis will attempt to recognize this dcmograpl-ic and
incorporatc its needs into a sensitive architectural form. What will this mean? \Where should it be located?
]s this by very nature elitist?
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Rcthinking Social Architecture

Thc Homelcss and World ng Foor Fcrspcctivc

Frojcct Summa ry

Although many organizations, programs, and shelters exist dedicated to aiding peo le who are without
homcs, architects need to rcspond to this social ProHcm as well. Architccturc for the Eomck:ssness can
no |0ngcr be simplg Providing shelter; it must strive to alter current social conditions and Prcconccptions.
T his architecture will promote nctwori(ing among agencies involved with the ro_jcct SO thcy can support
each other. Avrchitectonics need to be expressed in such a way as to invite tEc community and Producc an
environment that will be sociauy acccptab e to the surroun&ing communitg where itis built.

When lool(ing into the circumstances surroundin homclcssncss, an architectural solution bcgins to
take shapc. First, alienation is a common emotion felt bg those who are homeless. As a result, these
PcoP|c need to reside in an environment where thcy are not looked upon as a lower social class, but rather
a welcomed part of socicty, This can be accomplishcc{ in an urban/rcsiclcntial context where thcy are not
isolated from society, but rather a part of it. Second, mobilit3 isa kcg concern for Placcmcnt of such a

rogram. Most of those who seek shelter either on their own or with the aid of an organization need to
Eavc access to public transPortation and services if t\-acg are to hold a stcadyjob to imProvc their current
situation. Thircﬁy, within this Framcwork, there are many uniquc groups with uniquc characteristics that
comprise what is COmmonly referred to as *homeless”, such as abused women and children, the mcnta“y ill,
the chr‘ly, HIV/A|D5 Posftivc goutl'\, and many more. Conscqucntly, each of these groups rcquircs

sPcciFic architectural elements and clcsign concerns.
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Rcthinking Social Architecture

The Homclcss and Wor‘dng Foor FcrsPcctivc

T hesis

(ive a man a fish and you feed him for a day. T each a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime. |t has been said
that hand-outs are the worst kind of cl-laritg so what needs to occuris a Placc forthose in need to acquire the necessary
skills to |'1<:|P themselves. [ Jomelessness is a chronic Prob]cm in the (Inited States today and it is now time for
architecture to take a stand. A new tyPologg needs to be created that combines an emergency shelter and community
resource center within an existing community. T his will act as a social incubator for any who wish to alter their state of
existence as well as support the surrounding communitg through various Programmatic decisions. By blcnding a shelter for
the homeless with a community center, barriers of fear can bcgin to be broken down.

Homc|essncss is a social Prob]cm that exists within many societies around the globc and the reasons for Peop’lc
|iving this way are varied. Througl'\out historg, there have been different aPProachcs bg societies to address this
c[cmographic all with varying degrccs of success. Workhouses, SR(’s, emergency shelters, vi”agcs of the homeless, and
the modern “Prcljcct’s” were all attcmPts to address this issue. No singlc aPProach has ever been who”g successful

becausc PCOP]C are ancl bCCOmC I’lOmCICSS Fora mu]tituclc O{: reasons.

T hese reasons di#cxj not onlg between societies, but also between individuals. T here exist a number or Pr‘fmary

reasons why PcoPle are homeless. l:irst, their home is c‘cstrogcc’ bg natural disaster. Sccond, itis dcstroyecl bﬂ war or




other acts of mankind. Thircl, thcg can not afford to pay rent or mortgage. Fourth, thcg lack the caPacity to live within the
society. ]:ifth, thcy were born into it. | here are many means to each of these ends which are almost too numerous to list
out comPrchcnsivelg. Ccrtainly, in the (nited States, stereotypes run rampant which attempt to ovcrsimplify andjudgc
the reasons for homelessness.

Contrary to Popular belief, those who are homeless are not vagaboncls in search of a life free from control and
rcsPonsibi]ity that was so romanticized at the turn of the ZOtI" cénturg. TI’]OSC who are homeless are not bg nature <:lrun‘<s,
clrug addicts, or Prostitutes; neither are thcg all mcnta”y ill. T hese Prc~conceivcd notions have made it all but imPossiblc
to gain Pubh’c support for the devcloPmcnt of resources to thP these Pcop]c. T he result of this is referred to as the
“Not-in-My—Backgard” 53ndromc (NIME)Y) When PcoP|c do bond togcther in an effort to create a response to
homclcssncss, thcy O\Cten are very re]uctant to talcc such action near their rcsidcncc. Thus, a proper and acccptablc
location must be chosen that will allow a Particu]ar response to be effective while not ncgativc]y inﬁucncing the

surrounding communitg Psgchc. Thc homeless are not bums who want a free hand-out.'

T he current dcmographics onthe (].5. homeless PoPu]ation are much different than what it once was. According

to a [Fact Sheet created by Ohio State Univcrsitg, the homeless Population is very diverse. T he dcmograplnics for this




group include 51% singlc males, 12% singlc females, sing]e mothers account for 4%, and African Americans and
Hispanics make up aPProximatc|5 55% of the PoPulation. Y of the home]css are subs’cance abuscrs, V4 are mcnta”y i||, and
Y5 of the male Population are veterans. ]t has also been seen that a signif:icant Portion of those who are homeless were
once children in foster homes. About half of the homeless have high school diP|omas and rougl'\ly 1 7% have either full-time
or Part—timejobs. -

Official estimates of the nations homeless are sl;etchy at best. A true count is difficult due to the
transitory nature of homelessness and the aPPrchcnsion of those who make up this dcmographic to be counted for
reasons of securitg or Pridc. |n 1993, Nancy B Lcic’cnf:rost rcPortcd 500,000 to 600,000 homeless Pcople with 68,000
bcing children. A 1996 estimate, by William E O’Harc, gave the number I'\ig}'lcr fluctuation between 200,000 and
600,000. Thcsc numbcrs, howevcr, onlg make upa small Pcrccntage of the US Povcrtg total of 36,5 29,000.5 With
such largc numbcrs, the issue of homelessness is one of national crisis.

The(].S. government has created a multitude of programs and initiatives throughout its l':istory to address
homelessness. T|—1c success of these programs has been varied. Currcntly tl—rcy fund many grants and subsidies on the

financial end. Thcy have created organizations, such as the Dcparl:mcnt of Housing and Urban Devclopmcnt (HUD),




Frojccts for Assistance in | ransition from [Jomelessness (FATH), and the ]:amily and Youth Services Pureau
FYoB).

FFaith based, Privatc, and non-ProFit organizations P|a3 a maljor role in Provicling services and shelter for the
homeless; thcy are the faces of society’s response. Organizations such as the Salvation Army, St. Vincent de Paul
Socictg, National Coalition for the [Homeless, and others have been aiding those in need for many years. While some
are organizccl on national levels, others are local. Often, when ﬁlultiplc organizations exist within in a given location, thcy
are not networked well to share resources.

Fortoo Iong, homelessness has been viewed in society as a socio-economic issue, somcthing that a mere creation
of shelter could not solve. As a result, architects were not involved in the creation of shelter. That was somcthing that a
builder or someone else would do. |t was a matter of affordable housing, not a desigr\ issue. | hat Position is changing
within the field of architecture. No ]ongcr can architects sit back and use their services for those who can afford them. |t is
time that the Promccssion stands up and becomes stewards of their fellow humans. Sam Davis, a Promcessor at Bcr\(lcy, is a

Pionccr in this Position on architecture. |n his book, Dcsigning forthe Homclcss, he talked about a recent Project he

worked on 5tating:




Be{:orc l started the Project, l regardccl homelessness as one aspect of the San Francisco Bay Area’s
housing agorclabilitg crisis - | hat is, a social, economic, and Po]itical issue - rather than as a clesign
Problcm rcquiring the services of an architect. l came to undcrstand, ]"IOWCVCF, that the shortagc of
affordable housing is not the only Problcm Facing many of the homeless. Without a Place to call home, tl‘ncg
are denied many other necessities, oPPortunities, and choices. Most imPortant, Pcrlﬁaps, it is difficult to
get or kecP ajob if one has no permanent address or tc‘lcphonc number and no P|acc to shower, launder
clothing or store clean clothes. I"‘lomclessncss also comPIicates access to health care, ]cga| assistance, and

cclucation, and it restricts even such 5imP|e choices as when, whcre, and what to eat. *

What currcnt|3 seems to be haPPening is that there are many socia”}j rcsPonsivc organizations who will hire an
architect to c]esign for their pa rticular cause. \When thcy do this thcy usua“y have a certain location in mind for their
building and more often than not it is Placed in an isolated part ofa city or town. Thisis an unfortunate trend brought on
mostly bﬂ NIMBY and other economic / Politica| reasons that would use land closer to residential areas for more

Profitab]c ventures.




One of the most signi{:icant aspects of homelessness is the disconnection from society. |t therefore stands to
reason that the worst Possib[c way to aPProach homeless PeoP]e is by attemPting to isolate them. lntcgration and c‘ignitg
are the kcgs to a successful response. Feop|c have often viewed homelessness as a battle that needs to be Fougl—yt or have
viewed it as a disease. An understanding must be made that no matter what the issues are that create homelessness or the
aPProaches that are made to halt it within society, nothing will changc unless those who are homeless want to change.

T his is true of almost anytlﬂing: if PcoPlc won’t use it, it is useless. | herefore a simPle architectural solution rcvo]ving
around a well designccl shelter will do not]’ting but make a nice looking building and evcntua”g it will deteriorate lcaving
those who used it no better off than when it was not built. What this implics is the need for such a Placc to be transitional.
It should be a stcPPing stone into home or aPartment owncrship. To accomplish this, a shelter needs to be incorPorated
with a resource center so that when a person leaves the shelter thcg will have bcgun down a Patl—\wag to imProvc their
situation.

With a resource center incorPoratcc[ into a shelter, the organizations who are attcmPting to hclP the homeless in a
Particular area can amass resources and share facilities while bcing able to refer Pcople to other organizations that might
better hclp them. When organizations network, thcy can still maintain their missions. Another ac!vantagc of doing this is to

offer each other assistance for the greater goocl of each organization.




What also needs to be dcsignccl is a bui|cling where the homeless Popu]ation is intcgratecl within the existing
community. T his means that a shelter with a resource center must include aspects of a community center. The reasoning
behind this stems from the need to end the mentality of NIMBY while gfving clignity to those who want hclp without
Fccling like thc3 are unwanted in society. Fcoplc are afraid of the homeless Popu]atfon for many reasons when in actuality,
there are many homeless who holdjobs and no one knows who thcy are. Witl'\ a communitg center as Part of the program,
oPPortunities arise for the community to have a definable Placé of interaction and support. T his then bcgins to blur the
boundaries between those with and those without homes. Where then should this building be located?

The location of such a structure needs to be within a community setting, notin a downtown. T his is to give PcoP|c
a sense of belonging to a Place instead of 5imP|3 |iving in a city. Froximity tojobs for those who are coming to the resource
center and staying at the shelter tcmporarily needs to be a Prioritg. T his means that adcquatc transPortation needs to be
considered. Fina"g this structure will not be successful if the location is Prohibitivc|3 distant from those in most need of
the shelter and resources.

Architcctura”y, the combination of a shelter, resource and community center poses uniquc Possibilitics in form,
function, and commoc’ity. Mang qucstions arise when attemPting to create a solution: \WWhat are the proper facade

treatments? How is security handled? thrc can interaction take P|acc and what does such a space look like? Wl'nat




constitutes the boundaries or cclgcs of this builcling and the 5urrounding community? What Programmcd spaces will work
best to build that sense of communitg’? Many other qucstions bcg to be asked. Thc program of such a Placc is something
uru'c]uc inits conglomcration of varied spaces due to organizationa| requirements within a unified entity.

While all the ingrcdicnts are in existence for homelessness to be a thing of the past, the rcciPc has not yet been
found. Trulg, since each society is uniquc there can not be a cure-all solution and ccr‘tain]g not an architectural one. To
be effective in rcsponcling to homelessness, efforts need to be localized. An understanding must also be made that not
everyone who is homeless wishes to alter their state of life. Architecture needs a site on which to be realized and as such,
the site chosen for the investigation of this thesis is in Detroit, Michigan ( ISA.

SPcciFica”y, the site is on St. Paul & Bellevue Streets on the | ower, [ astside of Detroit. |t was chosen
because it currcnt]y is a vacant Plot of land with a tlm'ving residential, commercial, and industrial sector surrounding it at
close Proximitg. Jt also Providcs an oPPortunity to create a greenway space along Beau\cait Street that runs down to the
river.

Historica”y, Detroit has been the city for the common man. chrg Ford introduced the minimum wage and

asscmb|3 line Production. Inclustry boomed bringing_jobs and with them the Promisc of a betterlife Financia”y. With these




advances every person could own a car, notjust the wca]thg. |t is this spirit that still flows in the veins of Detroit and why
Detroit is the Pcrfcct location to create an architecture that focuses on those who need hoPc fora betterlife. T he
American Dream’ was strong in Detroit, and it still exists even though current economic conditions make that dream less

vivid. | mma | _azarus reminds us what America stands where socia]justicc is concerned:

Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses ycarning to breath Frec,
The wretched refuse of your tccming shore.
Scnd tl—ncsc, the l-lome.‘css, temPc5t~tos’c to me,

| lift my IamP beside the golclcn door”’

Detroit is located in a “humid continental” climate according to the Kc‘jPPcn (limate Classification systcm.é This
means that its winters are harsh with warm or hot summers, thus the need for shelter is more imPortant than a “marine west
coast” climate where the tcmPcraturcs are more stable year round. Tl‘uc weather conditions are not the only harsh

conditions in Detroit.




Detroitis a city where many residents strugglc to maintain housing due to blue co”arjobs moving out of the city
|eaving those who are cconomica”y unable to move left to fend for themselves. Families are no |ongcr able to sustain
themselves with both partners wor‘dng full-time at minimum wage, csPccia”y now that the Pricc of gas has skyrocketcd.
5trict|5 due to the nature of the citg as it was devclopcd, Pcrsona] vehicle transPortation isa ncccssity to arrive anywhcrc
on time - such as ajob. Jn Detroit, it is estimated that over 9,500 individuals are homeless each night. However, there are
only 1,995 emergency shelter beds available within the cit3.7 Accorc]ing to the National | ow |ncome Housing Coalition:
“ln Dctroit, a worker carning the minimum wage of $5.15 per hour would have to work 112 hours per week in order to
afford a two-bedroom aPar'tment at the area’s Fair Mar‘cct rent of $751 »8

The goal of this cxPcrimcnt in architecture for the homeless will focus on sing|e adults. T he thought is that there
will be other buildings in the future which will suPP]cmcnt the Proposcd center to deal with other segments of the homeless
Population. Forthis Project to be 5igni\cicant and not mcrc]y suPchicia| a dcmographic group needs to be selected and
the sing|c adult PoPulation Provides an oPPor’cunity to focus on an individual basis rather then on the issues present within
Fami|3 structures.

The program has space built into it that a small community would need. |ncluded are a Iaunclrg Facility, post office

boxcs, small medical c]inic, consignment store, chaPcL and a small courtroom where a Justice of the Feacc could handle




local lcga] issues. Extcriorgathcring spaces are also included to breakdown confinement during the warm months of the
year.

FroPosccl is the foundation of a new tﬂPOIOSH for homeless shelters. T he reasons forits creation are an ever
cvolving socicty and the need for architects to become stewards of their fellow human. ]t can also bcgin to create a new

standard of care that will alter the way charities work in the future and the way Pcop]e from every walk of life interact.

! The Unitcd Statcs Confcrcncc of Mayors - Sodcxho USA Hunqcr and [Homelessness Surch. December 2004.

& Mi"cr, Juanitz E_ i FhD Ol-n'o Statc Urn'vcrsity E_xtcnsion Fact Shcct “Fovcrtg f:act 5hcct Scn'cs ~ Fovcrty Among the Homclcss.” HYG—57I 1-98
> Miller, Juanita E., Ph.D. Ol'n'o State Univcrsit9 E xtension Fact Sheet. “Fovcrty Fact Sheet Seres ~ Fovcrty Among the Homeless.” HYG-5711-98
*Davis, 5am. Dcsizning for the Homeless.

/ Lazarus, Emma. “Tl’;c Ncw Co’ossus”

g Kimmel, Tr09 M., Jr. GRG301K-Weather and Climate KoPPcn Climate Classification Flow Chart

/ Waync Statc Univcrsity, Rescarch Group on [Homelessness and Fovcrty, Dr. Fau| T oro, 2002

& Nationa| Low Ir\comc Housing Coa[ition




|IPATH

chional Homeless Center

chcry M. K alban & Associates

GATEWAYS

DPSS

RECEPTION

This Projcct has made a Iargc imPact within the last few years as a model for how to create an
architectural solution to homelessness. E)g combining several facilities, this buiHing has become a
central hub for organizations to network and share resources. Through the combination of a
variety of services and shelter, this builcling has taken a l-uugc step in advancing the future care of
homeless all over the Unitcd States. | he architectural elements desi ned into it allow for great
care to be Providcd for without giving the structure an institutional feel. An existing Pn’ntins Plant
was the canvas on which the architects made their mastcrpiccc.

| os Ange|cs, CA

2002
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Manﬂ social service organizations are housed within

the walls of PAT H's chional Homeless Ccntcr.

Here, those sccking the center’s aid can be taken care .
oF all under one rooF. Thc conccPt not only includes FCFSPCCtIVCS
program, but also location in an effort to wEo”y engage

the Prob|cms 5urrounding homelessness. FATH

along with Ka“)an & Associatcs. have created a new

bcgmnmg in care with their aPProach to Providingthc
best assistance Possi e.

: PATH on “abc”
PATH RHC The program bn'ngs togct]-lcr in one buildmg many scparate organi- £

zations all dedicated to the same cause. Many P051tivc results occur
with this concept. [First, nctworking can be stream-lined a”owing for
a greater shahng of resources. 5ccond. the conccpt grcatlg
reduces the Possibility of a person getting side-tracked from one
Facility to another. Tl’nrc“g. with so many organizations the true
essence of the buiHing becomes softened from an institution to a

PATH Digital Model more commcrcial/rcsidcntial aura.

by choosmg a site located within Public transPortation
boundaries, FATH afforded those sccking their aid
the use oF buscs. This 1S |mPortant not only For those
PcoP|c who are just arnving there for the first time, but

also For tlﬁosc who are in tcmPorarg shcltcr there

commuting to and from thcirrlobs. —rhc site location was
reason; that bcing a

chosen for another Fractica
location e u.3||9 far from two major halves of the

| os Angc es homeless PoPuLation.



PATH Court House

|

Shelter Bed 1

Thc mall concept is innovative and moves the Facilita
into a commercial instead of institutional state of
existence. Fcoplc feel like tlwcy are Purchasing their
lives back, not giving them up to attend a Facilita that
is for their assistance. |n bringmg many services
togctl'lcr. the community can also interact with the
buiHing Furthcn'ng social integration.

Homclcssncss is a multi-faceted
ProHcm that no architectural
solution could ever solve.
Howcvcr. architects have the
know|cdgc and abilitq to create
spaces which bcgm t;) affect the
human condltnon.

—r}ﬁc shelter spaces vary from one area to
another on ecach floor Providing for different
chrccs of homelessness. Each shelter
space is comfortable, yet also makes it nown
that this is a transitional Placc. not a

Pcrmancnt homc.

Shcltcr is a second dcsign
criteria met througlw architectural
Prcccdcnts. Tl‘lc second and
third stories are dedicated to
womcn/chnldrcn and men
csPcct|\'c|3. Thcg are cht
scParatcd for various reasons in
an effort to Prowclc the best

F‘OSSIEIC carc FOF d”

Services

PATH Beauty Salon

Shelter Bed 2




Mall Interior on “abc”

Mall Interior on “abc”

18
Mall |_evel

|n 5o|ving the task of integrating many unique facilities into one unified building. the
architects looked to precedents. Thc one thcg found most acccPtablc was the
mall concept. ln a mall, many different conjFanics share a bui]ding with the same

purposc - to sell their 50035 or services. | hose organizations Programmccl into
the chu’onal Homclcss C_cntcr have a similar goa' ~to hc|F\ Pc:oplc with their
services. With this in mind, the ground floor has a main access aisle with the various
organizations ‘ining its sides. Thcg cach have a glass “store-front” that gives the
pers ective client a chance to observe what occurs inside before entering, This
rcinFE)rccs the notion that all who enter the facility have choices and are not alone.
Another important effect of the mall solution is t{-’:c social integration rcquircd to

traverse the space.

T his facility was PATHMALL & Reception Area

renovated from an
existing Printing Plant
in an effort to
revitalize both
ncighborhood and
Pcoplc. Thc Factorg
that once gave Pcoplc

jobs now givcs them a
“chance at a new life.
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[Fremont FPublic Association

Community Resource Ccntcr

Miller / Hull Architects

Tl-n's Projcct addresses the need for a strong
communit9 connection. Many facets of
community life arcjuxtaposcd within this buiHins

to create an environment devoted to scwing

those most in need of a communitg’s suPPort.
Theideaisto consolidate community services in
an cFFort to better network and share resources.

Thc FFA Communitt:, Resource Ccntcr takes

|- .. - i 158 its structural and architectural cues from the
j:ﬂ!!l!- . s commercial district where it is located. T his
Al - Ii Ll ' e allows the Center to blend into the surrounding

EBs ol 10 ] ' A | ." : community hclPingto case resentment from
‘@giﬂl'l o . ncighbors.

5catt|c, WA
1998




Floor Flan

Miller/Hull was successful in their attempt 1 PUBLIC GALLERY 7 FOOD BANK DISTRIBUTION
i °’ﬂE'°“"°" | > LMING ROOM 3 CONFERENCE ROOM
within a commercial district. hrough their + CHECK-IN 10 RESTROOM
vertical separation of program, they were 5 CHLDRENSAREA 11 OFFICE
able to rchcrcncc existing site conjtions. ¢ FOODBANK STORAGL
Thc program also allowed for uniquc
spaces to be created while meeting the
needs of the community. o ———— ? L .’ : = T
. \ B ) b

! > S 9= : H de—pA— /f
A social connection tl’n‘oug"n the bui|ding, : l ‘ g / \ ' ‘
was a desired element to solve issues of ‘ 5 i 3 T~ E \ |
isolation. T he entrance gives way to an 1 [ ““ \ |

\ I

“Iinterior street” along which many of the
communit3 center's services are oriented.
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In doing so, Miller/Hull begins to break Ees = 'E 9 ‘ 11 = | |
down the Fccling of an institutional service e —— |
idi i : 1A § PSS ) o= ‘ I A

building for a more humanu_mg experience. 4 ‘ /1
This ifca is further carried out in the 6 4 B 1 ‘o OR!
realization of the food bank. [Here, those ! ! - rlOl
acquiring food choose what t|1c3 will e L I ey I}
receive For themselves in a farmers-market S ; ‘ ql R
setting where the power of choice is " 1 8 Al ‘ J ‘
afforded them. . 7 H n, = \sgrecanl
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S Scction

An atrium connects the second and
third stories giving the structure a
sense of openness. This element
further blurs the boundary between
home and institution casing the
reluctance oF those who would
otherwise not seek institutional hclp
for a number of reasons.




Main [ ntrance [ levation

Tl'lc grounc] Floor, transparent with
largc g|ass cxPanscs.givcs a sensc
of openness which is inviting to
those who would use its services. ]t
kccPs in line with urban conditions
where retail is at ground level with
resident levels su bscquc ntls above

them. ﬂc second and thir

are clad with cement board a”owinga

stories

sense of Privacg to dcvc|oP among
the bu:lding‘s users.

it

e

[T}

[ levations

Main Entrancc Skctch




i
Although the concept behind the building is solid, l .
theinterior atrium space on the second and third ntenor
floor is weakened 53 program. The openness

created bq the architecture is intcrruPtcd with

office sp.;cc which clutters the dcsign. Fcrhaps if

the oﬂ:iccs were inc.|ud<:d as rart oF the program
covcrcd bL’ the cement panels, then the ovcra”

effect would be grcat|5 improvc:d. Librar9

nterior Atrium

T he main Faqadc does not incorporate space
dedicated to alternative transportation means. Thls 1S
dircct|3 oPPositc from the Programmcd spaces which
seek to boost other forms of transportation. namel
bic9c|ing. T he interior llghtmg seems to be sterile with

a repetitive, institutional florescent bulb laﬂout. The
H A(_ system is also left Partna”q cxPoscd adding to
an industrial feel not conducive with a more residential
architecture.




Main Entrancc

by chding Public services with social services, the FFA
is able to accommodate a Iargc part of the community with
a sing]c building. ]so|ation is almost eliminated throughout
the structure to Prowdc a Posntivc stimulus for the
disadvantagcd who use the building. A Public ]ibrary,
children’s IaLj area, a demonstration kitchen, and social
service of ic.ci% are just some of the rogrammcd spaces
a|ong the “interior street” allowing tEc communit9 to
interact with the Pcoplc thcg are attc:mpting to thP. Thc
second and third stories contain offices, FamilL’ and
cmP]oymcnf facilities, and in-home assmtancc‘For the
c]dcrlq and disabled. Thc essence of these facilities is
FCIHF(;I‘C.CCI bg the strong architecture Ml”c:r/Hu” created.

Ficturcs
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ortunity (_enter
Midpcninsula / Palo Alto, CA

Robert Quigley Architects

The Opportunitg Ccntcr is a mixed-use, five-
story, wood frame and concrete block structure
over a two-level underground Par‘u'ng garage. | he
g,rounc{ foor will house a drop—i n service center for
homeless individuals and Families. T he upper resi-
dential floors will contain a mixof 89 S & and
one- and two-bedroom Fami|3 units. Or anized
around an intimate outdoor courtyard icltcrcd by
two existing oak trees, the building is intended to
feel more residential than institutional.

A commitment to and energy conservation also

Suidcd the dcsign process.

Community w

Workin
Group 3
b oy

T otal Cost: $13,000,000

Date of O ening; S'Ering, 2006

Kcy Staff Jnvolved: Rob Quiglcy, Maryannc Welton, Wendell Shackelford
Senvices Provided: Community Meetings, PC Permit APProval Process, Programming,
and Dcsign _ﬂ'\roug‘w (Construction
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The site for the OPPortunltg
C_cntcr of the Midpcninsula s
on [~ ncina Avenue in Fa]o
Alto. off of El (:ammo RcaI
jgst north of the Town and
Cou ntry Shopping Center.
Thc site has many advantagcs
which include some of the
Fo"owmgz Thc Opportunltg
C‘_cntcr will have minimal
negative impact on ncarbf’
commercial residential arcas. )t 15
close cnough to existing
concentrations of homeless
individuals for their use of social
services offered. Fublic
transportation services are
close cnough that clients can
travel to referral agencies and
services. |t will be safe and
accessible for volunteers.




HOUSING

FPROBLEM SOLVING

Homc|c55ncss doesn't occurina
vacuum, SO the response needs to
include services to the broader
community, like Providing Prob|cm-
solvins. crisis response an
community education in an effort to
reduce the number oF homeless
related concerns in the community.

The most immediate cause of
homelessness in the Midpeninsula is
the shortagc of affordable housing.
Thc OPPO"tU"ity Ccntcr will
include housing units, giving some
clients a place to live. Two scParatc
wings wilﬁ'nousc both sinslcs and
small families with children in the
floors above the service center. Thc
Community Working GrouP has
Partncr'ccl with the The Housing
Authority of the C_ounty of Santa

Clara.

Floor Plans

OFFORTUNITY
Once thcg‘rc in the door with

some basic needs met, Pcoplc

need access to a wide varicty of
social, rehabilitative, and
educational services.

HOSFITALITY
Thc first step towards thPing

communitg members find their

e ——— et
1

=

way out of homelessness, or to
hclP them avoid it, is to Providc
for their very basic needs, such
as a hot cup of coFFcc, some-
where to Pcr‘:orm Pcrsonal
hygicnc, a P|acc to Pick up mail
orreturn a Phonc ca“.
assistance in Finding food and
shelter, and a suPPortivc sense
of communi’cy.




On|3 very basic drop-in services are offered currcntly to
homeless/at-risk individuals. |nnVision/Urban Ministrg of
Palo Alto/Clara-Mateo Alliance—the organization
cum:ntly roviding these services and whose staff will
operate the OPPortunitH Center Senvices Ccntcr-docs

an incredible amount with very limited resources: their onl

30
[~ xterior

location for services is a smal , outdoor area behind the
American Red Cross builc’ing in Palo Alto. Meanwhile,
marcxf, homeless individuals continue to count the

Mi

transform their destinies, find homcs, and build stable lives.

Pcninsula rcgion as their home and receive no |1c|P to

Twcnt3 thousand coplc are homeless in Santa
Clara Count3 caci year, according toa 1999 study.
On any givcn day. you will find aPProximatclg 650
chronic homeless persons rcsiding in southern San
Matco and northern Santa Clara counties, as well
' as thousands of others who have fallen through the
gaps inour community's social saFctg net. Many have
lost their homes due to the growing sl'lortagc of?
affordable housing in this area; there is an acute lack
of truly affordable housing for very low-income
persons in the Midpcninsula communitg. Mang of
these Pcoplc live from Paychcck to Pagchcck. Somc
live on little or no income. The have been left out of
the prosperity of Silicon \/a"cy, and need the
opportunity to Participatc in the stable living that
most of us cnjog. Now that the recession is in full
swing, many more have been added to the ranks of
those who are homeless or are at-risk of bccoming 50.

ter fills a critical need in our community. A 1996 Cltg of
Falo Alto task Forcc on homelessness recommended the cicvc]opmcnt oF a
center that would deliver coordinated social services in an indoor environment. In
addition, the Com rehensive Flans of the communities of Falo A|to_\ [ ast Falo
Alto, and Menlo ff:arL have each identified the acute need to build housing for
those of us with the lowest incomes. The OPPortunit3 C,cntcr is dcsignccl to
meet both those goals.




(_anon Barcus Community House

Episcopal community Services

165 Figth Street
San Francisco, CA

[Herman and (oliver Architects

Thc (Canon PBarcus Communit9 House

s a buildins Projcct for the E_Piscopal

Communitg Services. | heir program 1s
one which dircctly involves the community
with those who are using the facility. A
Fami|5 homeless Facﬂity 15 a |arsc Portion of
the program. Job training is Providcd on
site For the residents anfalso For anyone
in the smrounding community that want to
use their services. A dagcarc centeris also
on site for the residents and community
where the [ icsopal C ommunit Services
hold after-school programs. St.?_ukc's
HosPital runs a commu nitg clinic from the
House as wellin an effort to give everyone,
no matter their Position in life, the same
standard of care.




| ocation

Thc Canon E)arcus Commumt3
Housc covers more than halF oF a
cnty block bounded by 8th St.,
Minna St. and Natoma St.

Thc suwaund:ng site is hcalthg
and thrwmg Locatcd across 8th
street is the Canon K'P

( ommumty Housc which is the
first -shcltcr/commumtg center
bq Epnscopzﬂ Commumty
5cr\nccs built in 1 994,

lm ortant services ncarbq are
the Ccntral F_mcrgcngy
Hospnta| and many educational
fFacilities. Fublsc tran:,Portatlon
s |0g_a||5 accessible hclpmg to
suppor‘t the ]ob tralnmg program
within the bu:ldmg Mang othcr
resources make this a great

|0cat|on.




The Canon Barcus Communit House takes into account
housing concemns, social service %acilitics, and Parkins with a
multi-lcvcl, mixed-use buiHing. Episcopal Communit3 Scrvics,
an Episcopal faith based organization, intended this building
to house the c}wangins face of homelessness and Providc
support facilities to assist in their re-integration into society.

Job training is an intcgra| part of the program and is given
special Promincncc at the corner oF 8th & Natoma streets.

he two story space is accessed from the corner by pcoP|c c{ignit9 through rcsPcctiHc home-like facilities and bﬁ Providing
from outside the House and from the inside by residents. A residents with choices ~ somcthing that most did not have.
dagcarc center Providcs a service For both residents and the
surrouncling community. St. |uke’s Hospital sponsors a clinic
at the Community Home for the entire community.
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Onc- to four-bedroom apartmcnts compr‘isc the 48 unit
residential housing ortion of the building. T heir capacity is 47
homeless families. Fiilanthropg bg Dcsign, avolunteer interior
dccoratins practice, hclpcd to created positive environments for
those |ivin5 in the Housc. Otl-ncr manuFFz:cturcrs donated
materials or Proc]ucts to hclP Providc goods and residents were
able to choose their own Furnishings. -]—]-ms the buiHing promotes




) exterior courtgarc{s hc|P to
facilitate the needs of the residents
and allow for them to interact with
one another- Thcsc spaces also
invite the community to interact with
the residents.

SOCIAL
INTEGRATION

bay windows are an important

dcsign element incorporated into
each housing unit. | heir purpose
is to break the largc facade and to r
showcasc the Pcoplc who havc
taken rcsidcnqj - promoting the #
building as a home. =

8th & Natoma“*Streets



Locatcd within the Communitq House, a training center is devoted

to Siving the residents on-job :‘:kn”s thcy canuse to secure a job.

Thc goal is to give them the abihtq to be marketable to cml-:Joycrs.

Havmg a_job. as well as a stable P]acc to call home, many people

can overcome the circumstances that }’)rought them to C_anon

barcus in the first P|acc.

e I w— -
e

Thc AFtcr—&chool program and
Famlly l_ltcracrj program are both

cxtrcmclq succcssFuL vibrant

arts orthc C:ommunltq Hoﬁc
Eh'\csc allow the comnu;mtq at
|ar5c to interact with the Férmcrlq
homeless residents at a Pcrsona]
social level. thn children are
given the care thq’ need, their
Parcnts can bcgin to take proper
steps to control their lives with
the full rcsPonsiblhtf, of Prowding

for their children removed.

R
p——

E\fcrqonc benefits
from the interaction

between the commu-
nity and the residents
of C,anon PBarcus.
Thosc who souctg
deemed did not want
now can not be distin-

gunshcé From the rest

of socict},.



Scattlc rrccway Fark

Scatﬂc, WA

SEATTLE FREEWAY PARK

| awrence Halprin & Associates
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Lawrence Halprin & Associates
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Typeonl section
thringh Eat Gawge

T he sections demonstrate the way
very rfgid Planar surfaces can
d_gnamatfca“y create space. This

ark invites the entire community
to gatl’uer and find peace within a
Fast-P aced world. Vary[ng the
levels ona”m'ng surfaces Provides
an op ortum'ty to E:xPerien ce the
Park rom mu|tiP|e Poin ts of view.
Strong verticles and horizontals
a”ow Ease oFconstructfon. Native
vegetation softens the hard edgEs.,
Provu'dES shade, and

Environmentany benefits the cfty.

Sections / [ levations

2nd phase

FREEWAY PARK

r-'~"£ "t - A - 3 —— it A
5 5 11

APk b || L TR
AR | § } ‘ |
s A

i

Longitudinal section through canyon

Lawrence Halprin & Associates




Theform work for the concreteis
exPressed and translated through the
monolitihic conerete shaPes. Tiers
and complex arrangements are key to
making tEe Public space feel Private.

[nhabitation
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Aerial View
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Section Obliquc

Plan

Final Dcsign



lntcrior Elcvatlon

[*_xterior [ levation

Skctch Froblcm
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Initial 5itc Analgsis

EE

Detroit, MI



] Currcnt|3 this site is a brown Feld in a modcratclrg dense anbenl
residential area. |t is situated just at the outside ringe of what is
an industrial zone. T":c urban context is very strong with a well

RIVER ROUGE

defined residential area and local communits buildinss.
Michigan

lmmcc’iatcly ac!jaccnt to the site is a small retail. The area has
sisnificant community resources alrcadg. Girace Baptist church
is down the street on the same block as a series of aPartmcnts.
Directly across the street is the River Rouge Memorial Park. A

largc commercial striP is located along main street, Jc“crson.

ot et (i et

=" - NN - RIVER ROUGE

=~ Michigan

Wo——

CATY OF RIVER RolGe

e By

]t takes care to sustain a communitg. The coP|c of River Rougc w

have that care. Man5 resources are alrcacl:; available to the

community and can be incorPoratcd into the program of the
‘fshcltcr. thn Pcoplc are cared about, thcg find the

propose
strcngtl'm and courage to pursue their goals. A sustainable
community revolves around care through nctworkmg and Providing

FOI" its mcmbcrs as WC” as resources.



much of the "obs for the city. A\s Industry declinea, so aid the
city. _I—"ICI'C ‘are many factors that have lead to the recovery of
Fittsburgh, yet it is still in the process of turning away from
industrg. T he site location on 5th Avenue offers relief to those
Ecoplc who are in need of a community resource center. Two
osPitals are local as well as many commercial builclinss and
factories that give the location a great oPPortunitg to rca"3 P““
the entire community togcthcr. T his site is out of a residential

area which will hclp to ecase NlMBY syndromc and also aids in

PITTSBURGH

Pennsylvania

A

o »

LN
TSR

the transportation of Patrons to tl'rcirjobs.

Precigmaton Vot Spead (i Sremtet

F="- T MR- PITTSBURGH

.~ Pennsylvannia

Srarre

Ao Tempmranos

I:,// ‘\\n- \’/\/

: s LI

e

CLIMATE CONDITIONS

This site is located on 5th Avenue in Fittsburgh. Fcnnsylvania. Jt
is a brownfield currcnt|3 stuck in a tl'\riving arca. Thcrc are many
commercial bui'dings t]-rroughout the area a|ong with ampic Farking‘
Thereisa Iargc number of residential buildings surrounding the
site which Providcs a critical mass for the arca Just outside of

downtown Fittsburgl‘n.
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Detroit, Micl-nigan
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BELLEVUE
Michigan

and commerce are not strong within thc urban context although

E)caufalt Strects, the site is situated in a central location to the

residential and inclustrlal/ commercial dcvclopmcnts.

PBellevue is located within the city limits of Detroit, Michigan‘ This

site 1s currcnt|9 a brown field in a sParsclg populatcd area. Industry

thcy are Prcscnt. Locatcd on the corner of St. Fau|. E)c"cvuc and

[ ven when the surroundinss look bleak, bcauty can still be
found. T his flower is growing a|ong the side of the brownfield
and across from a)'unk 9ard. Bellevue does not look very nice
at this specific location or to the South and West of i, yet
on|5 a block E_ast is the Bc“cvuc E_|cmcntar3 School and a
beautiful residential ncighborhood. Human Di nity and Pride

are Powchul tools when surroundinss are less than desirable.

thn given hopc, dig,nitg and Priclc thrive.

BELLEVUE
Michigan

RESOURCES




ConccPt Site Models







through the middle of the sile whare now only an empty.
@XDINSE Of OVINGIown veostalion marks its location Coal
yards were all over ! ared and the comay of St Paul &
Belevue was one suCh yard

Betevue is locatod within the cty bmils of Dok, Michigan
This site s currently @ brown feld located in a now sparsely
populated ared Industry and Comenarcs are not Sirong,
thriving elements of the urban context alhougth they are
present. Located on the comer of St Paut and Belloyue
&wmhm-wnowz‘mwn
Believue Elementry School is only 8 block gway offering an
for creating & ceniral nOde for e communsy
when the sheher { COMMuUNTY FeSOUTE CROTEN IS Dult.




] Rcthinking Social Architecture

Thc Homclcss and Wor‘dng Foor Fcrspcctivc

Frogram Statcmcnt

Site (riteria
l. FEFLCCt ldc ntification

e Prcjcct most relevant to carrying out my thesis is an emergency s}':cltcr/ support agency com-
bined with a community resource center for the homeless and surrouncging community which brings
togcthcr multiplc agencies in an effort to Proviclc resources for the community as a whole. ExPcctcd
resources will include a temporary slncltcr, cmplogmcnt agencies, a clothin consignment slnoP, medical
clinic, dining area, food bank, small exercise area, chaPcl, small |i|:>rar9, ban ’ laundry, small court of law,
and other similar support spaces.

Il. Articulation of lntcnt

A successful Projcct will involve the community at largc through a multitude of programs. Community
interaction can be created through havinga van'ct3 of Programmcd spaces that are useful to the entire
community such as a local court of law to handle disputcs or a small cEaPcl in which to hold rcligious
functions. Another Possibility is a communitg gardcn that bcgins to give back to the community in a very
tangiblc way. By incorPorating spaces that are useful for the community, as well as the homeless, every-
one benefits. ln such a building the boundary of homelessness and homcowncrship is blurred by the
shan’ng of facilities. Tru'y it will be in the actual use of the building once built that will prove the imPact it
has had on the communit\g.
Bcing built within an urban context, there are a few tyPologics that this facﬂit‘g will reference. Onc
typology is a mall where many services are brought togcthcr under one roof. Anotheris a community

center where services are Pr0viclcd fora sPccigic dcmographic of Pcoplc.




Frogram Statcmcnt

Site (riteria

Ill. F.numeration of Actions
A shelter space for slccPing Providcs a sense of bcIOnging and dignit . T his must feel inviting, yet made
known that it is not a permanent home. [ts openness or Privatc—ncss will be determined by the group that
will use it. | ocker space or some safe storage space needs to be incorporatcd for the homeless as thc3
carry most of their cartHH Posscssions with them at all times. Farting with them is often a very difficult
thing to do. An oPPortunit exists for Passivcly inco orating the homeless into a better state of |iving
through architecture even i tl'\cy do not wish to partake in the main facilities functions. An cmploymcnt
agency office and other social service offices offer the chance for the homeless and surrounding
community to take an active role in advancing their lives througl-l the I‘\cIP of others. T hese offices must
be casily accessible, be very open and inviting with lots ofglass, and Providc varying dcgrccs of Privacg.
A medical clinic that is open to the entire community is a necessity for a standard of care clcscrving to
every human. lt needs to be accessible to all and be very clean. A rcccPtion space will Pr0vic|c
f6) Portunitics for coPlc to receive immediate attention. | his area should feel open and inviting.

torage of food bank suPPIics will be incorPoratcd into the clcsign. T his does not need to be a simplc
room, but can be almost an open market with lots of |ig|1t. Laundry service is necessary for the community
at Iargc to kccpjobs and preserve cleanliness. T his should be accessible from both inside and out.
Many other spaces will need to be incorPoratcd.

V. Site Criteria

T he site should be within an urban context in Pcrhaps a commercial area in a downtown location or in an
area where a central node is needed to revive a community. Fublic transPortation should be located close
by for the abilitﬂ of users to enter and leave the Facility. T his should be a Promincnt builc{ing ta‘(ing up a
largc Portion of a city block. T he area for this building needs to be within a well Populatcd area thatis
active. | he site will then be the starting Point‘o{: all human transition and reintegration into society.

73




ace
|. E.mergency Shelter
A\ Dormitories
Singlc men
2. Singlc women
C. Bathroom
s Mcn
a. Showers
b. Toilets
c. Sinks
2. Wom:n
a. Sl‘\owcrs
b. Toilets
& 5in|¢s
|]. Inhabitation Spacc
AL Dormitories
Ill. Laundry
A Laundry
V. Consignmcnt Shop
A. Office
B. Show Spacc
3 Storagc

V. Chapcl/Communitg Mccting l"‘la“
A Chapcl

VI. Post Office Box,/ | ocker Room

A Post Office Box/ | ocker Room 1

S 2uantitg (@sﬂ

38 beds
38 beds

7 @ 30sf
2 @ 30sf
4@ 30sf

7 @ 30sf

2@ 30sf
4@ 30sf

16 @48sf

Net Area (ft2)
3,560
1,248
1,248
210
60
120
210
60
120
768
768
1,158
1,158
3,098
140
2448
510
2,000
2,000
1,360
1,360

Quantative 5ummar3

¥ Jy ;




V" Dinning
s Dining Ha“
B. Kitchen

VI Communitg Dag Care
A. Community Da9 Carc
B. Office
C‘ bathroom
D. Kitchen

IX. Parking
A\ Parking Spaces

1152
1,030

180
140
280
80

3,200

Total Frogram Arca:

2,182

680

3,200

17,804

Quantative Summarg
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[ mergency Shelter
- Dormitory

Frogra m
(Units: 2
Unit CaPacitg: 38
Net Squarc Fcct/unit; 1,248
T otal Net Area: 2,496

FurEoscs/ unction:

This space is 5cmi~Privatc and transitory‘ Here the temporary residents will find a Placc to call home while interacting with the structures various services.

Alctivities:

Fcop|e will use this space to slccP and tcmporarily store their Posscssions.

5patia| Rc|ationships:

Tl‘vcsc spaces act as anchors for the rest of the bui'ding, bcing located at either end. A common area and bathrooms should be dircct|3 connected

Special Considerations:

Natura| Iight should be strong|3 incorporatcd to promote a bright interior condition and breakdown any ﬁcclings of confinement. [ xterior views need to be

incorporatccl to achieve this goal also.

E_quipment/[umishings:

Bed | _ockbox

Siize: 657x 30" Size: 2207 207

(nits: 38 (Units: 38

Net Squam Feet/unit P|us Clearance: 27 Net Square Feet/unit p|u5 Clearance: 6

PBehavioral (onsiderations:

Somc form of divider needs to be set up in order to facilitate Privacy while a"owing the Dorm Farent clear sight over all activities occurring.

Mechanical /F lectrical Systems:
No electrical outlets are to be incorPoratcc[ in this space. All Iights will be hardwired. T he mechanical system needs to account for the inhabitation of this space

dun’ng the nigl’\t.
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E mergency Shelter
= batl’lroom

(Units: 2

Unit Capacitg: (1]

th 5quarc Fcct/unit: 5 17
T otal Net Area: 864

Fureoscs/ | unction:

This space is private.

Alctivities:

Fcop|c will use this space to lcccp up their Pcrsonal hggicnc.

Spatial Relationships:

T he Dormitories and common area should be dircctly connected.

Special Considerations:
T his space must be ADA comphani’~

[ quipment/[Fumishings:

Shower

Size: 3°07x 3°0”

(Ulnits: 7

Net Squarc Fcct/unit P|us C|carancc: 30

Mechanical/F lectrical Systems:

Sink

Sizc: 0% 50"

(nits: 2

Net Squarc f:cet/um't Plus C|earancc: 30

Toilct

Size: 3°0”x 5°0”

(Units: 4

th Squarc Fcct/unit P|us Clcarancc: 30

Flumbing is the most signiFicant system that needs to be addressed in this space. A" lishts will be hardwired. Tl"lc mechanical system needs to account for the

inhabitation of this space during the night.
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|nhabitation Spacc

(Units: 16

Unit Capacitgz 1

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 48
T otal Net Area: 768

Furgoscs/l unction:

This space is scmi~Privatc and transitory. Here the temporary residents will find a Placc to call home while not bcing forced to interact with the structures various

services.

Alctivities:

Feoplc will use this space to slccp and tcmporari'g store their Posscssions.

Spatial Rc|ations|1ips:

eing connected to the side of the emergenc shcltcrs, these spaces can take advantage of heat loss. T heir arrangement promotes a social structure to form.
Being gency P g gement p

Special (onsiderations:

Natural light should be strongly incorPoratcd to promote a brigl'\t interior condition and breakdown any {'ec|ings of confinement. [ xterior views need to be

incorporatcd to achieve this goa| also.

Behavioral (Considerations:
Thcsc spaces are left open to all. 5ccurit3 issues will be present, but hoPcFuna the ‘Fanopticon’ effect will solve this.

Mechanical /F lectrical Systems:

No clcctrical outlcts are to bc incorporatcd in this spacc.
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Consignment Shop
- Show Spacc

Units: 1

Unit CaPacity: 40

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 2,448
T otal Net Area: 2,448

FuEEoscs/ I unction:

This space is PuHic. Here Pcoplc will come to buy 500&5.

Alctivities:
Gcncra] buging o{:goods will occur.

Spatial Relationships:

T his should be visible from the street. T he suPP|5 room should be adjaccnt to the space as well as the office.

Special Considerations:

Natural |ig|1t and exterior views should be strong|3 incorporatcd to promote a bright interior condition. Spacc needs to be allocated for displag.

F quipment/Furnishings:

Displag Racks Shelves

Size: 60” Diameter Size: 10007x 3°0”

(nits: 40 (Units: 15

Net Squarc Fcct/unit Plus Clcarancc: 72 Net Squarc Fcct/unit P|us Clcarancc: 40

Mechanical/F lectrical Systems:

Chcckout Countcr

Size: £07x 3°0”

(nits: 2

Net Squarc Feet/unit Plus (Clearance: 36

No electrical outlets are to be incorporatcd in this space. Al lights will be hardwired along with televisions. T he mechanical system needs to account for the

constant entrance and exit of customers.

Site/[ xterior [ nvironment ( onsiderations:

Thc store must be visible along the street faqacic. Carc needs to be taken to limit the view of the ac!jaccnt warehouse bui|ding.
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Consignmcnt Shop
- Office

Units: 1

Unit Capacity: 3

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 140
T otal Net Area: 140

Fur_‘Eoscs/[ unction:

This space is scmi~Privatc. The manager will have this space from which to run opcrations.

Alctivities:

FaPcr work will be filled out as well 2s gcncra' office activities. Mcctings with staff will occur here.

Spatial Relationships:

T!ﬂc show space and storage need to dircctlg connect.

[ quipment/[Furnishings:

Desk

Size: 607x 3°0”

(nits: 1

Net Square [Feet/unit Plus Clearance: 36

Chair

Size: 3’07 3’0"

Units: 3

th Squarc Fcct/unit P|u5 C|carancc: (74
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Consignmcnt Shop
- Storage

Units: 1

Unit CaPacitH: 3

Net Squarc ]:cct/unib 510
Total Net Area: 510

FurEoscs/ unction:

This space is Privatc and for storage.

Alctivities:

5uPP|ics will be stored in this location until thcy are needed.

Spatial Relationships:

Thc storage area must be connected to the show space and office.

Mechanical /F lectrical Systems:
This space does not need to be heated.
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Post Office Box /| ocker Room

(Units: 1

Ulnit Capacitg: 40

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 1,360
T otal Net Area: 1,360

rureoscs/| unction:

This space is Public. Hcrc the residents and surrounding community can gain access to mail where thcy otherwise might not have an address.

Alctivities:

This space is for mail dc|ivcr9 and PickuP.

E quipment/[urnishings:

Post Office Poxes

Size: 57% 5.5”

Units: 50

Net Squarc Feet/unit P|us Clearance: |

Post OFFicc Drop Box

Sizc: 26" 2°0”

(nits: 1

th Squarc Fcct/unit P|us Clcarancc: 11

| ockbox

Size: 2207x 270"

(Units: 26

Net Squarc Feet/unit P|u5 (Clearance: 6

Stamp Machine

Size: 2267 2°0”

(nits: 1

Net 5quarc Feet/unit Plus Clearance: 11
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ChaPcVCommunity Meeting Hall

(Units: 1

Unit Capacity: 92

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 2,000
T otal Net Area: 2,000

FurEoscs/ | unction:

This space is Public. FcoP|c will congregate for prayer and quitc reflection. The space will also double as an emergency, ovcmight shelter for anyone.

Alctivities:
Fcoplc will sit, congregate, pray, rcﬁcc’c, be taught, warm up from the cold, and slccP.

[ quipment/["urnishings:

Few

Size: 2°0"x 3°0”

(nits: 46

th Squarc Fcct/unit Plus Clcarancc: 40

Behavioral (Considerations:

Those using this space will be doing various activities at the same time.

Mechanical /F lectrical Systems:

Neo electrical outlets are to be incorporatcd in this space. A“ Iights will be hardwired. Thc mechanical system needs to account for the inhabitation of this space

both night and dag.

6%




Dining Area

Units: 1

Unit Capacity: 55

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 1,152
Tota| th Arca: 1152

Fureoscsé | unction:

This space is Public. Here the residents and others will come for a meal.

Activitics:

The Preparcd food will be consumed in this location. |t will also double as a gatl‘lcring space for the various organizations within the building.

5patia| Rclationships:

This space needs to be located on the first story of the buiHing with a direct access outside.

Special Considerations:

Clcar sight lines need to be worked into the dcsign to allow the staff an unobstructed view of those using the space. Natural ]ight should be strongly incorPoratcd

to promote a brigl'lt interior condition and breakdown any Fcchngs of confinement. [ xterior views need to be incorporatcc‘ to achieve this goal also.

E_quipment/[urnishings:

Table Chair

Size: 3°0” diameter Size: 3°07x 3°0”
(nits: 11 (nits: 55
Net Squarc Fcct/unit Plus Clcarancc: 36 Net Squarc Fcct/unit Plus C|carancc: 18

Behavioral C onsiderations:

Thc space needs to be open to allow constant view over all activities.

Mechanical /[ lectrical Systems:
Thc mechanical system must be able to handle the heat from a high volume of Pcoplc and food.
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Kitchcn

(Units: 1

Unit CaPacit_tj: 6

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 1,030
Total Net Area: 1,030

FurEoscs/ unction:

This space is scmi~privatc. ]"‘lcrc the food will be prcparcd for residents and others coming for a meal.

Activities:
Thc staff will prepare food and store it in this location.

5patia| Kc'ationships:
This space needs to be located on the first story of the building with a direct access outside. Amp|c space must be Providcd for the Jelivcry of:goods.

Special Considerations:

Thc food storage must be locked during hours of idleness. Carc must be taken to ensure no residents will gain access to the kitchen when a staff person is not

there.

Rooms:

Senving Receiving Storage Refuse Area

Size: 10'07x 26°0” Size: 16°07x 16°0” Size: 607x 160" Size: 7°0"x 12°0”
(Units: 1 (nits: 1 (nits: 2 (Units: 1

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 260 Net Square Feet/unit: 256 Net Squarc Feet/unit: 96 Net Squarc Feet/unit: 84

Mechanical/F lectrical Systems:
High vo|tagc aPPIianccs will be in this space.

Site/[ xterior [ nvironment (Considerations:

Thc refuse area must be dircct|3 accessed from outside and be kccp out of the main view of the rest of the buiHing.
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Laundrg

(Units: 1

Ulnit Capacitgz 22

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 1,158
Tota| th Arca: 158

Fureoscs/ I unction:

This space is Pub'ic. The surrounding community will come to use this space and |1c|P to facilitate social interaction with the residents.

Alctivities:

Washing and drying of clothes will occur here.

Spatial Relationships:

Thc entrance should be visible to the Pub|ic on the first story.

[ quipment/[Fumishings:
Washcr Drycr

Sizc: 3’0”x 3°0” Sizc: 5P 310°

(Units: 20 (nits: 20

th Squarc Fcct/unit Plus C|carancc: 18 th Squarc Fcct/unit P|u5 C'carancc: 18
Laundry 5UPP|9 Dispcnscr

Size: 3°0"x 3°0”

Units: 2
Net Squarc Feet/unit Plus (learance: 18

Mechanical/[ lectrical Systems:
Humbing is the most significant system that needs to be addressed in this space. All |ights will be hardwired. T he electrical system need to Providc sufficient

POWCI' FOF a|| machincs.
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Communit9 D39 Care
-Community Dag Carc

(nits: 1

Unit CaPacity: 15

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 180
T otal Net Area: 180

FU[EOSCS/I unction:

This space is Pul:|ic. Here PcoP|c will wait when t]'!cg come to be residents or to be referred to other functions within the building.

Alctivities:
(Clients will sit and maybc read while waiting to be hclpcd bg the staff at the reception area.

Spatial Relationships:
This space needs to be located on the first story of the building with a direct access outside. Thc entrance should be casi|9 visible and accessible. Stairs and

clcvators SI"IOUICJ also bc ClOSC.

Special Considerations:
Clear sight lines need to be worked into the clcsign to allow the staff an unobstructed view of those using the space. Natural |igl')t should be strong|5 incorporatcd

to promote a brig")t interior condition and breakdown any Fcc‘ings of confinement. [ xterior views need to be incorporatcd to achieve thisgoal also.

Mechanical/F lectrical Systems:

T he mechanical system must be able to handle the constant influx of outside air as PcoPlc use the entrance and exit.

Site/[ xterior [ nvironment (C onsiderations:

This space should be casi|5 viewed and accessed from the exterior.
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Community D39 Care
~ Oﬁ:ice

Units: 1

Unit Capacitg: 3

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 140
Total th Arca: 140

Fureoscs/ l unction:

Tl'nis space is Privatc. Thc manager will have this space from which to run opcrations.

éctivitics:

rapcr work will be filled out as well as scncra' office activities. Mcctings with staff will occur here.

Spatial Kc|ationsl1ips:

Thc show space and storage need to dircct|5 connect.

[ quipment/[-urnishings:

Desk

Size: 620"x 30"

(Units: 1

th Squarc f:cct/unit P|us Clcarancc: 36

Chair

Size: 30"x 3'0”

(Units: 3

Net 5quarc Feet/unit Plus Clearance: 12
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Communit_q Da_r., Care
~ Bathroom

Units: 2

Unit Capacity: 2

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 140
Total Net Area: 280

Fureoscs/ I unction:
This space is Privatc.

Alctivities:

Fcoplc will use this space to kccp up their Pcrsona| hygicnc.

Spatial Rc'ationships:

T he Dormitories and common area should be dircctlg connected.

Spccial ( onsiderations:
This space must be ADA comP|iant

F_quipment/[Furnishings:

Sink Toilet

Size: 3°07x 30 Size: 07 30
(Units: 1 (Units: 2
Net Squarc Feet/unit P|us (Clearance: 30 Net Squarc Feet/unit P|us (learance: 30

Mechanical /T lectrical Systems:
Flumbing is the most signiFicant system that needs to be addressed in this space. All |ig}'1ts will be hardwired. T he mechanical system needs to account for the

inhabitation of this space during the nisht.
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Communi‘tg Day Carc
~Kitchcn

Units: 1

Unit Capacit_lj: b)

Net Squarc Feet/unit: 80
Tota| th Arca: 80

Fureoscs/ l unction:

This space is scmi-Privatc. Here the food will be Prcparcd for residents and others coming for ameal.

éctivitics:

Thc staff will prepare food and store it in this location.

Special (Considerations:

Carc must be taken to ensure no one will gain access to the kitchen when a staff person is not there.

E quipment/[urnishings:

Stove

Size: 3°07x 3°0”

(Units: 1

th Squarc Fcct/unit Plus Clcarancc: 30

Mechanical /[ lectrical Systems:

High vo|tagc applianccs will be in this space.

Refrigerator

Size: 3°0x 3°0”

(Units: 1

th Squarc Fcct/unit P|us Clcarancc: 30

Sink

Sizc: 3°0”x 3°0”

(Units: 1

Net Squarc Fcct/unit P|us C'carancc: 30
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[ xterior Courtyard

Fuggoscs/ | unction:

This space is semi-private and transitory. Here the temporary residents will find 2 P|acc to congregate while not interacting with the structures various services.

A ctivities:

Fcoplc will use this space to talk and interact socia"y with each other.

Sepatial Rclationships:
T he dormitories and bathrooms should be directlg connected. Stairwags need to be rc]ativcly close.

Special (Considerations:

Thc Functions oF this sPacc are chcndant on the wcathcr.

Behavioral Considerations:

The space needs to be open to allow constant view over all activities.

Site/[ xterior [ nvironment (C onsiderations:
[ xterior views must be created that face onto the Purposcc{ greenway. (Care needs to be taken to limit the view of the adjaccnt warehouse buiHing.
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Farking

Units: 1

Unit Capacitg: 9

Net Squarc Fcct/unit; 3,200
Tota| Net Area: 5,200

Fugoscs/ unction:

This space is PuHic and transitory. T hose who are using the building will be able to Par‘c here.

Activities:
Vehicles are cht here while the owners interact with the builc]ing.

Spatial Kclationships:

The Parking areas need to be accessible from the main roads.

Special (onsiderations:

T here will be signiFicant rain run off with contaminants. | here will be noise occurring continua"y.

Behavioral Considerations:

The space needs to be open to allow activities to occur unobstructed.

Site/[ xterior [ nvironment ( onsiderations:
The Parl(ing can be P|accd adjaccnt warehouse building.
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Froposal i

This First attempt at synthcsizing my thesis into an actual built form has its advantascs and disadvantagcs. The first advan-
tage is structure. A spanning dimension of 24’ OC is used to create an economical two-way concrete slab where the
optima| at ovcrhang will be closed off with a curtain wall a“owing for a high van’ct3 of skin Possibilitics. thrc the slab system
breaks aparta central atrium Providcs strong da light for all of the interior while oFFcring an opportunit3 to have a warm 5at|1-
ering space for the community during the cold months of the year. Stair towers, elevators, and utilities are all worked through
the bui ding in chases Providcd in the break of the building dircct|3 to either side of the atrium a"owing the slab to remain
uncomPromiscc’ inits structural integrity.

Avrchitectonics are this iterations strongest clisadvantagc. While the buiHing is very functional, it lacks a sense of humanity
and sPirit that my carlier sketches and models caPturcd. Fart of this reason was the need to dcsign a rigid building that pro-
moted a stable environment or foundation upon which those using the facility would be able to start regaining their lives. |
researched the Art Deco Pcn'od in America to find an cxPrcssion that was?mown and established to communicate stability.
Exploding during the Gireat D::Prcssion, this stylc was striving towards a great future of modcmitg where life was better
than the current situation.

(_,"timatclg_\ this Proposal needs to be viewed as an exercise and first attcmPt. Thc building is in need of major revisions to
injcct a humanitg that such an institutional |ooking building such as this does not communicate. [Turther iterations will bcgin to
study avery transitorg/cncampmcnt environment which those who are homeless can engage the building without Participat~
ing in itssocial service functions for shelter from the elements.

92




'Ground Floor Flan

9%

o
b S




First Floor Flan

Aﬁ Nyl
il ”
| I
| (l
il
[ |
i |
i (
|
_ |
I I
| :
{
|
‘ L.
" o Bl 9 L] &) !
(| o
]
__f
o ] ] -]
—
i
-
|
o a4 a
LJ
" =
Il_ -
LJ
-
%%
=] a ] [~] o |
& k
R 1 L




e ——

Second [Tloor Plan

—

aQ g o
| o Q o .
| o=
} SHELTER - WOMEN Y
F
o o e
| S
L L s
i é
o o | .
|
i
o o
‘1 |
e g0 o
—}’f——_——o——un — —_— - ’ -
|
1#] [+




P T , o
Al o
0 : AR o -
o A el " o~y .
% > s : | . o
0 , — _.
wull 5 8
ba
Q
5 i id |
I s -
o ¥ s . .r
+ _ | | e
Q |
|
N ,,,,,, i 1 :
4 - pe
3 1
! 2
_W ]
- 4

l
=

4 K1

111




E_ast - Wcst Elcvations
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Rcthinkn I osial ST Lilc LU o
Thc Homclcss and Worldng Foor Fcrspcctivc

(Conclusion

Since the bcginning, the thesis toPic  was Pursuing dealt with homelessness in Detroit. As it Progresscd it
attcmptcd to include the wor\dng poor. (/Htimatclg as the program forthe Projcct advanced, this addition was too much to
handle Properly within the constraints of the academic semester. T he form of my Proposal took many shaPcs and included
many e]emcnts througl'\out its c]cvcloPmcnt. UI’cimatcly, here at the complction of my studies l have not created a cure-all
solution to the Problcm of homelessness. Tru|3 the issue is more comP|ex than | had given it credit with an architectural
ProPosal either bcing too elitist, too cxPcnsivc, not wort}-ly of architecture, not taken far cnougl'\, or a great start for
undcrstancling the human condition - it all clcPcnds onwho is commenting on the Projcct.

T he final Projcct included two emergency shelters with 38 beds each (women/men), a Pos’c—oﬁcicc box location with
an adjacent locker storage Faci|it3, a retalil consignment shop, [aundry facilities, chapcl/ Fe”owshiP ha”, a dagcarc center,
clining Faci|it3, a gardcn, and what l call “habitation spacc”. A” of these parts of the bui]ding are open to the surrouncling
community with the hoPe that there will be accidental meetings between the community and those who are homeless.
HoPcFung when thesc “chance encounters” occur there will be a dispc”ing of mgths, stcrcotchs, and fear.

Man3 of the critics on myjury felt that the tru|3 successful part of my Projcct, architcctura”y sPcaking, were the
creation of the “habitation spaces”. T hese are small, covered spaces that were attached to the side of a Iargcr emergency
sl'lc’tcr which could be occupicd bﬂ anyone who came across them. Hcat norma”y cxPe”ed from the builcling can be
absorbed bg these spaces to Proviclc some form of “free heat” to those who are unwi“ing to enter homeless shelters or by

those who are turned away. Bric‘( and concrete were used to create Pcrmanent space for the homeless to occupy.

Conccms were brougl—lt up which include the use of other materials which were cheaPcr or easier to obtain so that

anyone who sees the structure could build one themsclvcs, thus cmpowcring the homeless PoPulation. Anothcr real issue

was that of sccun’tg. Many ncgatives can be imaginec{ to occur within such spaces.
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My argument is that these same types of negatives currcnt]y occurin a”eys, Parks, and abandoned buildings.
While my idea of “habitation spaces” hold a level of danger that is countered with the Positivc effect of treating humans as
humans. T hink also of the imPact that seeing such spaces all over the city would have on social consciousness. A
marginalized, ignored Population would become recognized and then hoPeFuny infrastructure could be created to prevent
the need for any homeless shelter, including my own. ,

T he future of my architectural career and Pcrsona] interest in life has been grcatlg affected 133 the course of this
year. The Path that | intend to follow is to Figurc out how to create these “habitation SPaccs” within new architecture and
how to take advantage of existing buiHings in order to incorPoratc small spaces for the homeless to dwell.

Thc end of my academic career is not where the issue of how architects can be socia”y rcsPonsch towards the
homeless will end. With the current economy of the (J.5. the way it is, more and more Peop!e are struggling to-make-ends-
meet. | he worldng poor within our country is growing and affordable housing is not where it should be even though the

govcrnmcnt ]'|as maclc trcmcnclous cﬁ:orts to ma‘(e I'\ousing availablc to a".
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