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Rethinking Social Architecture
The H omele ss and W o rlcing Foor Ferspective

Abstract

Architecture is still struggling to find a self id e ntifica tio n. Fo s tmod e rnis m has asked ar::::hitecture to
consider the "N e w Vemacub r" a nd how those who inha bit structures inte ra ct with the m. It is with in this
spirit that architecture can take on the role of social a ctivis t a nd bring the p ro iession's intima te knowledg e

of the human co ndi tio n to bear in wa~s th at before were seen a s not worth~ of a rchite ctura l practice.
tl omele ss ne ss is one social co ndi tio n that needs to be addressed with in the co ntext of contempora r~

American societ.Y as the econom~ is bltering. This thesis will attempt to recognize th is demographic a nd
inco rpora te its needs into a sensitive a rc hite ctura l fornl . What will this mean? Where shou ld it be loca ted?
Is this b'y ver~ nature elitist?
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Rethinking Social Archite cture
The Homeless and Working Foor Ferspective

F r~ect S umma r,y

Although man~ organizations, programs, a nd shelters exist dedicated to aiding people who are without

homes, architects need to respond to this social problem as well. Architecture for the homelessness can
no longer be s,mpl~ providing shelterj it must strive to a lter current social cond itions and preconceptions.
This architecture will promote networking among agencies involved with the pr~ectso the~ can support

each other. Architectonics need to be expressed in such a wa~ as to invite the communit~and produce an
environment that will be sociall~ acceptable to the surrounding communit~where it is built.

When lo o king into the circumstances surrounding homelessness, an architectural solution begins to
take shape. first, al ienation is a common emotion fe lt b~ those who are homeless. As a result, these
people need to reside in an environment where the~ are not looked upon as a lower social class, but rather

a welcomed part of societ~.This can be accomplished in an urban/residential context where the~ are not
iso la te d from soci.et~, but rather a part ot it. Second, mobilit~ is a ke~ concern for placement ot such a
program. Most of- those who seek shelter either on their own or with the a id ot an organization need to

have access to public transportation and services jf the~ are to hold a stead~job to imp rove their current
situation. Thirdl~, within this framework, there are man~ uni9ue groups with uni'1ue characteristics that
comprise what is cornrnonlq referred to as "ho me le ss", such as abused women a nd children, the mentall~ ill ,

the elderl~ J H IV/ AIDS positive ~outh, and man~ more. Conse9uentl~, each of these groups re9uires
specific architectural elements and design concerns.

I i
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Rethinking Social Architecture
The Homeless a nd W orking Foor Ferspective

Thesis

G ive a man a t ish a nd !:Jou t ee d him to r a da!:J . Tea ch a man t o t ish a nd !:Jou teed him tor a litetime . It has been s a id

th a t hand-outs a re the worst kind o t cha rit!:J so what needs t o occu r is a pla ce tor those in need t o aC9 uire the necessar!:J

s kills to help the mselves . H omelessness is a chronic p roblem in the Unite d S ta tes toda!:J a nd it is now ti me tor

a rchit e cture to t ake a stand . A new t!:J po log:J ne eds to be cre a t ed th at combines a n emergenc!:J s he lter a nd communit!:J

resource ce nter with in a n existing communit!:J . This will act as a s o cial inc ubator tor a n!:J who wish to a lte r the ir stat e o t

existence as well a s s up port the s urroundi ng communit!:J t hrough various p rogrammatic d e cisions . 5 !:J blending a shelter tor

the homeless with a communit!:J ce nt e r, barrie rs ot tear ca n beg in to be broke n d own .

H omelessn e ss is a socia l p ro blem t hat exist s with in man!:J societies a ro und the g lobe a nd the re asons t or peop1e

living th is wa!:J a re vari e d . Throughout histor!:J ' t he re have been d itterent a p proaches b!:J socie ties t o a d dress this

d emog raphic a ll wit h va r!:Jing d egrees o t su cces s . W o rkhouses , SRO's , emergenc!:J s he lt e rs , villages o t the homeless , a nd

the modern "p roje ct's " were a ll a t t e mpts t o a d d ress this iss ue . N o s ingle a p p ro ach has ever been wholl!:J s ucces stul

because people a re a nd become homeless t o r a multitude of re a s ons .

Thes e reas o ns d itte ,:" not o nl!:J b e tween socie tie s , b ut a ls o between individ ua ls. T he re exist a number o r prima r!:J

re a s ons wh!:J people a re homele s s . F irst , their home is d e s t ro qe d b!:J natural d is aster. Second, it is destro!:Jed b!:J war o r
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other a cts ot mankind. Third , the~ ca n not attord t o pa~ rent o r mortgage. Fourth, the~ la ck the capacit~ to live with in the

societ~. F itth, the~ were born into it . The re are man~ means to each o t thes e ends which a re a lmo s t to o numerous to list

o ut cornp rehensivelq . Certainl~ , in th e United 5 ta tes, ste reot~pes run rampant which a t t e mpt to oversi rnp lifq a nd j udge

the re a s ons t o r homele s s ness .

Contrar~ t o popular b el iet, th o se who are homele ss a re not vagabonds in search o t a lite tre e t rom cont ro l a nd

responsib il itq that was so romanticized a t th e turn o t th e 2dh ce rrt uru . Those who a re homeless a re not b~ nature drunks ,

drug ad dicts , o r p ro s t itutes; ne ith er a re the~ a ll mentallq ill.T hese pre-conceived notions have made it a ll but impossible

to gain publ ic s up port tor th e de velopment o t re s ources t o help these people . The result o t th is is reterred to a s th e

"Not-in-M~-E:>a ck~a rd" s~ndrome (NIME:>Y) . When pe o ple d o bond t ogether in a n ettort t o create a respons e to

homelessne ss , the~ otte n a re ve r~ relu ctant to take s uch action ne ar th e ir res iden ce . Thus , a p roper a nd accep ta b le

lo cation must be chosen t hat will a llow a pa rticular respons e t o b e ettective while no t negative l~ int luencing the

surround ing commu nit~ ps~che . T he homeless a re not b ums who wa nt a t ree hand-out. '

The current demog ra ph ics o n the U.5. homeless popula tion a re much d itterent th an what it o nce wa s. A ccording

t o a F a ct 5 heet created b~ Ohio 5 ta te Unive rs i t~ , the homele ss population is ve r~ d iverse. The d emographics t or th is

--- .
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group include 5 I % single males, I 2 % single fem ales, s ingle mothers acco unt for )+%, and African Americans a nd

H ispani cs make up a p p r'oxi rnat e lq 5 )% of the population. 1!J of t he homeless a re substance a buse rs, 1/+ a re mentall!:J ill , a nd

1!J of the male population a re vete ra ns . It has a ls o been seen that a s ignificant portion of th ose who a re homeless were

o nce child re n in foster homes. About half o f the homeles s ha ve high school dipl omas a nd ro ughl!:J 17% have either full-t ime

o r part-timej o bs. 2

Official estimates of the nations homeless a re ske t ch!:J a t best. A true count is difficult due t o the

t ransito r!:J nature of homelessness a nd th e a pp re he nsion of those who make up th is demog raphic to be co unt e d for

reasons of secu rit!:J or prid e . In 19 9 ) , N anc!:J 5 .Leidenfrost reported 5 0 0,00 0 t o 6 0 0,0 0 0 homeless pe ople with 68,0 0 0

being child re n. A 19 9 6 e stimate, b!:J W ill iam f. O 'Hare, gave th e number higher Ructuation be tween 2 0 0 ,00 0 a nd

6 0 0 ,00 0 . These numbers, however, o nl!:J make up a small percentage of the U .S. povert!:J total o f )6,529,o00.~ W ith

such la rge numbers , the issu e of homel essne s s is o ne of national crisis.

The U.S. g ove rnment has created a multitude of p rograms a nd initia tives throughout it s histor!:J to ad d ress

homelessness. The success of these programs has been va rie d. C urrent l!:J the!:J fund man!:J g ra nts a nd subsidies o n the

f inancial e nd . The!:J have crea ted organizatio ns , such as the Department of Housing a nd U rban D e velopment (H U D),

5
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Fr~ects for Assistance in Transition from H omelessness CFATH), and the Famil~ a nd Youth Services 5ureau

CFYS5).

F aith based, private , a nd non-profit organizations pla~ a major role in providing services and shelter for the

homeless; the~ a re the fa ces of societ~'s re sponse. Organizations su ch as the Salvation Arm~, St. Vincent de Fa ul

Societ~ , N ation al C o alit ion for the H omeless, a nd others have been aidi ng th ose in need for man~ ~ears. While s ome

a re organized on national levels, o t he rs a re lo cal. Often, when multiple org ani zations ex ist with in in a g iven location , the~

a re not networked well to share re sources.

For too long, hornelessness has been viewe d in societ~ as a socio-economic issue, s omething that a mere creat io n

of shelter co uld not solve . As a result, a rchit ects were not invo lve d in the creatio n o f shelter. That was s ometh ing that a

bu ilder o r someone else woul d do. It was a matter of aff o rda ble housing, not a design is s ue . That position is changing

within th e f ield of a rc hitectu re. N o longer ca n a rc hite cts sit ba ck a nd use their services for th ose who ca n aff o rd them. It is

t ime th at the profession stands up a nd becomes stewards of their fellow humans . S am D av is, a professor a t 5erkle~ , is a

p ioneer in this position on a rc hite cture . In his b o o k, Design ing for the Homeless, he t alked a bout a re cent project he

worked on stating :

- - . '
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5eFore I sta rted the project, I reg a rd ed homeles sness as o ne aspect of the S an F rancisco 5 a!) A re a 's

hous ing a FFo rd a b ilit!) crisis - T ha t is , a socia l, econo mic, a nd politi cal is s ue - rather than a s a des ign

p roblem re 9 uiring t he s ervices o f a n a rchit e ct. I ca me to und erstand, howe ver, t hat th e shortage of

aFForda b le hous ing is not t he o nl!) pro blem Facing man!) of t he homeless . W ith out a pla ce to ca ll home, the!)

a re d en ied man!) o t her ne ce ss it ie s , opport unit ies, a nd choices. M o st impo rta nt , perhaps, it is d iFFicult t o

get o r keep ajob iFo ne ha s no pe rma nent a d d ress o r t elephone number a nd no place t o s ho we r, launder

clothing o r s tore clea n clothes . H omeles sne ss a lso co mp lica t e s access to he alth ca re , leg al a ssistance, a nd

e ducation, a nd it restricts even s uch simple choi ces as when, where , a nd what t o eat. +

What curreritlq seems t o be ha p pening is t hat there a re ma n!) socia ll!) responsive o rga niza tions who will hire a n

a rc hitect t o d e sign For t hei r particular cause. Whe n t he!) do this t he!) usua ll!) ha ve a certa in lo ca t ion in mind For t heir

b uilding and more ofte n than not it is p laced in a n isolated part of a cit!) or t own. This is a n unFortuna t e t rend brought o n

mo stl!) b!) NIM5Y a nd othe r economic/ polit ica l re asons that wo uld use land clo s e r t o residentia l a reas For mo re

p roFita ble ve nt ures.

7
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One ot the most s ign ificant aspects ot homelessness is the disconnection trom societq. jt t heretore stands to

re ason that the worst possible wa~ to a p p roach homeless people is b~ a t t e mp ti ng to isolate them. Int eg ra t io n a nd dignit~

a re t he ke~s to a successtul re sponse. Fe ople have o tte n viewed homelessness as a battle t hat needs to be tought or have

viewed it a s a d isease. An understanding must be made that no matter what the iss ue s a re th at cre a te homelessness o r the

a p p roache s that a re made to halt it within societ~ , noth ing will cha nge unless those who a re homeless want to cha ng e.

This is true ot a lmo s t a n~thi ng: it people won't use it , it is usele ss. Theretore a simple a rchit e ctura l solution revolving

a ro un.d a well des igned shelter will do noth ing but make a nice lo oking bu ild ing and everitual lq it willdeterio rate le aving

those who used it no better ott than when it was not bu ilt. What th is implies is the need tor such a place to be tra nsition al.

It should be a stepping stone into home o r a pa rt me nt ownership. To accomp lis h this, a shelter needs to be incorpo ra t e d

wit h a resource ce nte r so that when a person lea ves the shelterthe~ will have begun d own a pathwa~ to improve the ir

s itu ation.

With a resource ce nt e r incorpo ra t e d into a shelter, the o rga niza t io ns who a re a tte mp t ing to he lp the homeless in a

particular a rea ca n a mass re s o urce s a nd share fa cilities while being a b le to reter people t o other organiza tions that might

better help them. When organizations network, the~ ca n still ma intain their missio ns . Another a dva ntag e ot doing th is is t o

otter e a ch o t he r a ss is ta nc e tor the greater good ot each organization.

8
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What also needs to be designed is a bu ilding where the homeless popu lation is integrated within the e xisting

comm u nit~ . T his means that a shelter with a resource center must includ e as pe cts or a communit~ ce nte r. The reasoning

behind this stems rrom the need to end the merital itq or NIM5Ywhile giving dignit~ to th ose who want help without

reeling like the~ a re unwanted in societ~. Feople a re ar raid or the homeless population ror man~ re asons when in actua litq ,

there a re man~ homeless who ho ldjobs a nd no o ne knows who the~ a re. W ith a commu nit~ center as part or the program,

opportunities a rise ror the com m u nit~ to ha ve a derinable pla ce o r inte raction a nd support. This then begins to blur the

boundaries between those with a nd those with out homes. Where then should this building be lo ca te d?

The location of su ch a structure needs to be with in a commu nit~ se tting , not in a downtown . This is to give people

a sense o r belong ing to a pla ce ins tead or simpl~ living in a ci t~ . Froxim it~ tojobs ror those who a re coming to the resource

ce nte r a nd sta~ing a t the shelter ternporarilq needs to be a priorit~. This means th at ad e q ua te transportation needs to be

co nsid e re d . finall~ th is s t ructure will not be succes srul irthe lo cation is proh ibitiveh] d istant rrom those in most need or

the shelter a nd resou rces.

Architecturall~ , the co mbina t io n or a shelter, resource a nd commu nit~ ce nt e r poses un i9ue possibilit ies in rorm,

runction, a nd cornmo cii tu , Man~ 9uestions aris e when a tte mpt ing to create a solution: What a re the p roperra <;:ade

treatments? H ow is securit~ handled? Where ca n inte ra ction take pla ce a nd what does su ch a space lo ok like? What

9



constitutes t he boundaries or edges o t this building and the surrounding communit!;j? What programmed spaces will work.

best to build that sense ot communit!;j? M an!;j o t he r Cluestions beg to be a s k.e d. The program ot such a pla ce is something

un iClue in it s cong lome ratio n o t va rie d spa ce s due to o rga niza tional reCluirements with in a un it ied entit!;j .

While a ll the ingre die nts a re in existence t or homelessness t o be a th ing o t the past, the re cipe has not !;jet been

t ound. T rul!;j , since each societ!;j is un iClue th ere ca n not b e a cu re-a ll solution a nd ce rfain lq no t a n a rchitectura l one. T o

be ettective in responding to homelessness, ettorts need to b e "loca lize d . An understanding must a lso be made th at not

ever!;jone who is homeless wishes t o a lt e r their state ot lite . Arch itecture needs a sit e o n which t o be re alized a nd a s su ch ,

the s ite cho s e n t or the inve s tigation o t th is t he s is is in Detro it, M ich ig an U 5A.

5pecit icall!;j , th e si t e is o n 5 t . r aul & 5ellevue 5 treet s o n the Lowe r, E asts ide o t Detroit. It was chose n

because it cu rrent lq is a vaca nt p lot ot land with a t hriving residentia l, commercia l, a nd ind us t rial sector surrounding it a t

close proximit!;j . It a lso pro vide s a n o pportunit!;j to create a g re e nwa!;j s pace a long 5 eauta it 5 t reet th at runs down t o the

rive r.

Historicall!;j , Detro it has been the cit!;j tor the common man. Henr!;j F ord introd uc e d the minimum wage a nd

assemb lq line production.jndustrq b oomed bri ngi ngjobs a nd with them th e promise o t a better lite t inanciall!;j. W ith the s e

10
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advances ever!j person could own a car, notjust t he wealth!j. lt is this spirit that still Hows in the veins of Detroit and wh!j

Detroit is the perfect location to cre a te an a rc hit e ctu re that focuses on those who need hope for a better life . 'T he

American Dream' was strong in Detro it, a nd it still ex is t s e ven though curre nt e conomic cond it ions make th at dream less

vivid . E..mma L azarus reminds us what America stands where socialjustice is conce rne d :

..."G ive me !jour t ired, ~ou r po or,

Y our huddled masses !jea rning t o breath free,

The wretched refuse of !jourteeming s hore .

Send th ese, the homel ess, tempe s t-tost t o me,

I lift m~ lamp beside th e gold e n d o or!,,5

D etroit is located in a "humid conti ne nta l" climate acco rdi ng to the K oppen C limate C lassificatio n s!jste m.
6

T his

me ans that its winters a re harsh wit h warm o r hot summers, thus th e need for shelter is more impo rta nt than a "ma rine west

coas t" climat e where the temperatures a re more s tab le !jea r round. The weather co nditions a re not th e o nl!j harsh

conditions in D etroit.

1 1



Detroit is a cit!) where man!) residents stru&!,le to mainta in hous ing due to blue collarjobs moving o ut ot th e cit!)

leaving those who a re e conomicall!) unable to move lett to tend tor themselves. Famil ies are no lo ng e r a b le to susta in

themselves with b oth partners working tull-time a t minimum wage, especiall!) now that the price o t gas has sk!)rocketed.

Stricti!) due to the nature o t the c it!) a s it was developed, persona l ve hicle transportation is a ne cessit!) to a rrive a nqwhere

on time - such a s aj o b . In Detroit, it is e s timated that o ve r 9,500 individ ua ls a re homeless e a ch night. However, there are

onl!) 1,995 emergenc!) shelter beds availab le with in the cit!).7 A ccording to the N ation al Low Inco me H o us ing Coalition:

"In Detroit, a worker e arning t he minimum wage o t $ 5.15 per hour would have to work 1 12 ho u rs per week in o rderto

attord a two- be d ro om a pa rt me nt a t the a rea 's F a ir M a rke t re nt ot $ 75 I . ,, 8

The goal ot th is experiment in a rc hit e cture tor the homeless will tocus on single adults. The t ho ug ht is that there

will be other bu ildings in the tuture which will s up p le me nt the proposed ce nte r to deal with other segments ot the homeless

population. F or th is prcject to be s ign it icant a nd not merely superhcia ]a demographic group needs to be selected a nd

the s ingle a d ult population pro vides a n o p po rt u nit!) to tocus o n a n individ ua l basis rather then on the iss ue s present with in

tam il!) structures.

The program has space bu ilt into it that a small communit!) would need. Includ e d a re a laundr!) t a cilit!), post o ttice

boxes, small medical clinic, co nsig nme nt store, cha pe l, a nd a small co urt ro o mwhere a justice ot the Fe ace could handle

12
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loca l leg al issues. E..xterio r g a t he ring spaces are also included to breakdown conhnement d uring the warm mon t hs or the

~ear.

Fro po s e cl is the roundation o r a new t~polo&i br homeless shelters. The re asons ror its creation are a n ever

evolving societ~ and the need br a rchite cts to become stewards or theirrellow human. It ca n a ls o begin to create a new

s tandard or ca re that will a lt e r t he wa~ charities work in the ruture a nd the wa~ people rrom ever~ walk or He inte ra ct.

I T he U nited S ta tes Conference of Ma.'Jo rs - Sodexho U S A. H unger and H omeless ness Survey . D ece mber 200+.

' M iller, juanita E . , Fh.D. O hio State U nive rsit.'J E xtension F act Sheet. "Fovert.'JF act Sheet S eries - Fovert.'J Am ong the H ome less ." HYG-57 I 1-9 8

, M ille r, j uanita E . , F h.D. O hio State U nivers it.'J E xtens ion F act Sheet. "Fovert.'JF act S heet S eries - Fovert.'JAmong the H omeless ." HYG -57 1 1-98

• D avis, S am. D es igning for the H omeless.

, Lazarus, Em ma. "T he N ew Colossus"

6 Kimmel, T ro!! M., jr. G RG}o 1K-Weather and Climate Koppe n Climate Class ification F low C hart

7 W a.'Jne State U niversit!!, Research Gro up o n H omelessness and Fove rt.'J ' Dr. Fau l T oro, 2002

, Nationa l Low Income H o using Coalition
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FATH
Regional Homeless Center

Los Angeles, C A
2002

jefter~ M. K alban & Associates

•YOU AR( M(Af

T his project has mad e a large impact within the last rew :Jears as a model ror ho w to create an
architectura l solution to ho mele ss ne s s . E>:J combining several racilities, t his building ha s become a
central hub ror organiza tions to network and share resources. T hro ugh the combinatio n or a
variet:J or services and s he lter, this b uilding ha s taken a hug e ste p in adva nci ng t he ru tu re care o r
homeless a ll over t he United States. T he a rch itectural c lemen ts d e signed into it a llow ro r g reat
ca re to be provided ror wit hout g iving the s tructu re an ins ti tut io na l ree l. A n existi ng p rinting p lant
wa s t he canvas on which the architects mad e th e ir ma s terp ie ce .

,,
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Man~ social service o rga niza tions are house d with in
th e walls o~ rA TH's R eg io na l H ome le s s Center.
H e re , th o se seeking th e ce nter's aid ca n be taken care

o~ a ll under one roof. The concert no t onl~ includes
program, b ut also lo ca t io n in an e~~ort to wholl~ engage
t he pro blems surrounding homc:le ss ne s s. rA TH,
along with Kalban &- Associates, ha ve created a ne w
beginning in care with t heir approach to p ro vid ing the
best assistance possible.

16
Fe rs pectives

PATH on "abc"

PATH RHC

PATH Dig ital Model

The program brings tog ethe r in one b uild ing man~ separate organi
za tions a lldedica ted to th e sa me ca use. Man~ positive results occur
with t his concept. F irst, networking can be stream-lined allow ing ~or

a greater s haring o~ resources. Second, th e concept greatl~
reduces t he possi bi l i t~ o~ a person ge tting s ide-tracked ~rom one

~acilit~ to anothe r.Thirdl~ , with so man~ organizations the t ru e
esse nce o~ the building becomes soHe ned ~rom an institutio n to a
mo re commerciaVresidential a ura .

5~ choosing a site located within public transportation
boundaries, rA TH a~~orded those seeking their aid
th e use o~ buses. T his is important not onl~ ~or those
people who are jus t arriving th e re ~or t he ~irst t ime , but
also ~or t hose who are in temporar~ s he lter t here
com muting to and ~rom t heir jobs. The site lo catio n wa s
chosen for another practical re a s o n; th a t being a
lo ca t io n equall~ far From two major halves of the

Los Angc:les ho me le s s po pulatio n.



Shelter Bed 2
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PATH Beauty Salon

Services

H omele s s ne s s is a mult i-fa cete d
p ro ble m that no a rchi tectura l
solution could ever solve.
However, architects have the
knowledge and a bilit:J to create
spaces which begin to aUect the
hum a n condition.

5 he lter is a second design
criteria met t hrough architectural
precedents. T he second and
t hird stories are dedicated to
wo me n/ child re n and men

espectivclq. T he:J are ke p t
separated for various reasons in
an eUort to provide the best

possible care for all.

The mall concept is innovative and move s th e fa cilit:J
into a commercial instead of institutiona l s ta te o f
existence. reople feel like the:J are pu rch a s ing th e ir
live s back, not giving the m up to attend a bcilit:J tha t
is fo r t heir assistance . In bringing ma n:J services
together, the communit:J can a lso interact with the
bui lding furthe ring social integra tion.

The s helter spaces va r:J from one area to
another on each floor providing fo r d ifferent
degrees o f homele ss ne ss . Each shelter
space is comfortable , :Jet also makes it nown
t hat t his is a t ra ns it iona l p lace , not a
permanent ho me .

Shelter Bed 1

PATH Court House



Mall Interior on "abc"

18
Mall Level

In solving the task of integrating man!:! uni9ue facilities into one unified bui lding. the
architects looked to precedents. 11,e o ne the!:! found most acceptable was the
mall concept. In a mall, man.':J different con.Tanies s hare a building with the same
p urpose - to sell t heir goods or services. I hose organizations programmed into
th e ~egiona l H o meles s Center have a similar goal - to help pe ople with the ir
services. W ith this in mind, t he ground floor ha s a main access aisle with t he various
organizations lining its sides. T he!:! each have a g lass "s to re -fro nt" tha t gives th e
perspective client a chance to observe wha t occurs ins id e befo re e ntering. This
reinForces t he no tion t hat all who enter th e faci lit,I:J ha ve choices and are not a lone.
Ano th e r impo rt a nt effect of the ma ll s olution is th e social integration re 9 uired to

t ra ve rse t he s pace.

This facilit,I:J wa s
re novated Fro m an

existing p rinting p lant
in an eHort to
revitalize bot h
neighborhood a nd

people. T he factor!:!
t hat once gave peo p le
jobs no w gives t hem a
chance at a new life.

PATHMALL & Recept ion Area
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Fremont Fublic Association
Communit.Y R.~sourc~ C~nt~ r

S~at tl~ l WA
1998

M ille r/ Hu ll Architects

.This project addresses t he need for a strong
communit.t:J connection. M a n.t:J b eets of
communit.t:J life arej uxt aposed with in this b uilding
to create: an e nvironment devoted to servi ng
those most in need of a communit.t:J 's s up port.
The idea is to conso lidate communit.t:J se rvices in
an effort to better netwo rk a nd share resources.

The FfA Communit.t:J R e source Center take s
its s tructura l and architectural cues fro m th e
commercial district whe re it is located. T his
allows the Center to blend into the surrounding
communit.t:J he lping to e a se resentment from

neighbors.

20
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M ille r/Hullwa s successfu l in the ir a ttempt
to create an architectonic e~ression
with in a commercial di s trict. I hro ugh t heir
vertical separa tion o f progr;l m, the~ were
able to reference existing site conditions.
The prog r;lm also a llowed for uni9ue
s paces to be crea ted while meeting the
nee d s of th e cornrnu nit q .

A social connection through the buildi ng
wa s a desired element to solve issues of
iso lation. The e ntrance gives wa~ to an
"interior s treet" a long which ma n~ o f th e
communit~ center's services are oriented.
In doing so, M ille r/Hull begins to bre a k
down t he fee ling of an institut ional service
buildi ng for a more huma nizing experie nce.
This idea is fu rthe r carried o ut in the
realiLation of t he food bank.. Here, t hose

aC9uiring food choose wha t the~ will
rece ive for th e mselve s in a farmers-market
setting where the powe r o f choice is
aHorded t hem.
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A - 5 e ctio n

An atrium connects t he second and
t hird stories giving the structure a
sense of openness. This dement
further blurs the boundar!} between
home and ins t itut io n easing the
reluctance of those who would
otherwise not seek ins t itutio na l help
for a number of reasons.

22
Sections

5 - 5 e cti o n
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M ai n Entra nce E leva tion

The ground ~ Ioor, t ra ns pa re nt with
large glass expanses, g ives a se nse
o~ o pe nness which is inviting to
those who would use its services. It
kee p s in line with urba n conditions
whe re retail is at ground level with

resident le ve ls subse9uentl:J above
th em. The second and t hird stories
are dad with ce me nt board al lowing a

sense o~ privac:J to develop a mong
th e building's users.

2)

Elevations

M a in Entrance S ketch



Inte rior Atrium

A ltho ugh t he conce pt behind the building is solid,
t he int e rio r atri um s pace o n t he second a nd t hird
~Ioor is we a ke ne d b~ program. T he o penness
created b~ the architecture is interrupted with
office space which clutters t he design. Ferhaps i~

the o~~ices we re included as p a rt o~ the program
covered b~ the ce ment pa nel s , then the overall
e~~ect wou ld be greatl~ improve d .

The main b~ade does not incorporate space
dedicated to alternative transportation means. This is

directl~ opposite ~rom t he programmed spaces which
seek to boost other ~orms o~ transportation, narnelq

bic~c1ing.The inte rio r lighting seems to be sterile with
a ~epetitive , ins tit ut io na l florescent bu lb la~out . The

H VAC s~stem is also le li: partiall~ exposed adding to
an ind us t ria l ~eel not conducive with a more re s id e nt ia l
architecture.

Interior

24

Ubrar~



M a in E.ntra nce

f)~ ble nding p ublic services with social services, the FFA
is able to accommodate a larg e part of t he communit~ with
a single building. Is o lation is a lmost elimina te d th rougho ut
t he structure to provide a po s itive s ti mulus for the
d isadvantage d who use the bui ldi ng. A p ublic l i b ra r~ ,

childre n's pla~ area, a demonstra tio n kitchen, and social
service o Hices arej ust some of t he p rogra mmed s paces
a long t he "inte rio r street" a llowing the communit~ to
interact with th e peop le the~ a rc attempting to help. The
second and third stones contain o ffices , fa mi l!:J and
c rnp loqmcnt bcilities, a nd in-ho me assistance for t he
e lde rl~ and disabled. T he essence o f th e se fac ilities is
re inforced b~ t he strong a rchite cture M ille r/Hull created.

f' ictures
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Opportunit-y Center
Midp~ n i nsu la / f alo Alto, CA

Community

G
Working
roup

- I

27
Robert Quigle~ Architects

T he Opportunit~ C enter is a mixe d-use , five 
s tor:l' woo d frame and co nc rete blo ck s t ructure
over a two -level undergro und pa rking garage. The
ground Roor will house a drop-in service center fo r
ho me le s s individuals and fam ilies. The If'e..e r resi
dential Ro o rs willconta in a mix of 89 S KU a nd
o ne- and two-bedroom famil:l units. Org a nized
around an int ima te outdoor court~ard shel tered b~
two existing oak tre e s , the bui lding is inte nded to

I fe el mo re resident ial t han ins tit utional.

A com mitmen t to and energ~ conservation a lso

guided the design process.

.. 0 " '"",,, ,. nl .
' 0 ..... a ... . 11

T otal C o st: s I ) ,000,000

D ate of O pe ning : S Iring 2006

K e:l Staff Invo lve d : Ko b (1Jigle:l ' M a r:la nne Welto n, W e nd ell S hackel ford
Services Frovided : Communit:l M eet ing s , FC Fermit App ro va l F ro ce ss , F rog ramming .

and D e s ign Thro ugh Construction

-



The site ~or t he Opportunit~

Ce nte r o~ th e Mi dpeninsub is
o n E.ncina Avenue in Fa lo
A lto , o~~ o~ E.ICamino R e al
j ust no rt h o.~ th e T own a nd
Cou ntr~ S ho p ping C ente r.
The si te ha s man~ adva ntages
which include some o~ th e

~ollowing: T he Opportu n it~

Center will have minimal

negative impact on nearb~

com mercial residential areas. It is
close enough to existing
concentrations o~ homele s s
ind ividuals ~or their use o~ social
services o~ered. Fublic
transportation services are
clo se enough t hat clie nts can
travel to re~erral agencies and
services. It will be sa~e and
accessible ~or vo lunteers.
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OFFO RTU NITY

Once the~'re in t he door with
some basic needs met, people
need access to a wide variet~ of
social, rehabilita tive , and
educational services.
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HOU51NG

The mo st immed iate cause o f
homele ssne ss in the M idpeninsula is
the s hortage of affordable hous ing .

The Opportu ni t~ Center will
include housing un its, giving some
clients a place to live. Two separate
wing s will house both singles and
small fam ilies with children in the
Roors a bove the service center. T he

Communit~ W o rking roup has
partnered with t he The Housi ng
Authorit~ of t he Count~ of 5anta
Clara.

H 0 5 FIT ALITY

T he ~irst step towards helping
commu n i t~ members ~ind th e ir
wa~ o ut o~ homelessness, or to
help them avoid it, is to provide
for their ver~ ba s ic needs, such
as a hot cup of co~~ee , some
where to perform p,ersonal
h~giene , a place to pick up mail
or return a p hone call ,
assistance in ~inding ~ood and
s helter, and a supportive sense
o~ communit~.
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FROE>LE.M 5 0 L VI N G

Homelessness doesn't occur in a
vacuum, so the response needs to
include services to t he broader
communit~, like providing problem
solving. crisis response and
communit~ education in an effort to
reduce t he number of homeless
re lated concerns in t he communit~.



Onl!) ver!) basic drop-i n services are o lte re d cur re ritlq to
homeless/ at-risk individua ls. InnV is io n/ U rba n M inis t r!) of
r a lo A lto/ C lara -Mate o Alliance-the o rga nization
cur re rit lq providing these services a nd who se stalt will
o perate t he O pportunit!) Center Services Center-does
a n incredible a moun t with ver,'j lim ited resources: t heir onl!::J
lo cation for services is a s mall, o utdoor area behind the
Ame rica n R ed Cross bui lding in r a lo Alto. M e a nwhile ,
man~ ho meles s individ ua ls conti nue to count the
M id pe nins ula region as their home a nd receive no help to
tra ns fo rm t he ir destinies, ~i nd ho me s , a nd bui ld s table lives.

T we nt!::J tho usa nd people are homeless in Santa
Clara Count!::J each !::Jear, according to a 1999 stud!::J.
O n an!::J given da!::J ' !)OU will find approximatelq 650
chronic homeless persons re sid ing in southem San
M ateo and northe rn Santa Clara counties, as we ll
as t housands o~ o thers who have b llen through t he
ga ps in our comm uni t!::J's social sa~et!::J net. M a ny have

_ .. . . lost t heir home s due to t he growing s ho rtage ot
altordable housing in this area; there is an acute la ck
o~ trul!) a~fordable ho using ~or ver!) low-income
persons in the Midpe ninsula communit!::J . M a n!::J o~
the se people live ~rom pa!)ch e ck to pa!::Jcheck.Some
live on litt le or no income . The!) have been le ft o ut of
the prosperit!::J o~ S ilicon V a lle!), and nee d the
opportunit!) to participate in t he stable living t hat
most of us enjo!::J. N ow t ha t the re ce s s ion is in ~u ll

swing. ma n!::J mo re have been added to t he ra nks o f
t ho se who a re homele s s or are at-risk o f becoming so.

The O p po rtunit!) Center fills a critica l need in our com munit!::J. A 1996 Cit!::J o~

r a lo A lto ta s k ~orce on ho me le ss ne ss recommended the development o~ a
center tha t wo uld de liver coordinated social services in an indoor envi ronmen t . In
addition, t he Com.rrehensive rlans o~ t he communities o~ r alo A lto, Last r alo
Alto, a nd M enlo rark have each identi~ied the acute nee d to build hous ing for
th o se o~ us with the lowest inco me s . The Opportunit!::J Center is designed to
me et bo th those goals.

Lxterior
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Canon 5arcus Communit.Y House
E.piscopa l cornmu nitq Services

165 E.igth S treet
San Francisco, C A

H erm an and Coliver Architects

The Canon E>arcus Communit,Y H o use
is a building pr~ect for the Episcopal
Communit,Y Services. Their program is
one which directl'y involves the communit,Y
with those who are using the facilit,Y. A
bmil'y homeless bcilit'y is a large portion of
t he f'rogram. job t ra ining is provided on
s ite for the residents and a lso for an,Yone
in the surrounding comrnunitq that want to
use the ir services. A da,Ycare center is also
on site for the residents and cornrnunitu
whe re the Epicsopal Communit,Y Services
hold aher-school programs. St. Luke's
Hospital runs a cornmunitq clinic from the
House as well in an e~ort to give ever,Yone,
no matter their position in life , the same

standard of care.

) 1



Location

The Canon 5 a rcu s Communit~

H o use covers mo re t ha n hal f of a
cit~ block bounded b~ 8th St.,
M inna S t . and N a to ma St.

The surrounding site is hea lth~

a nd thriving. L o cated across 8 th
street is th e Cano n K ip
Commu n it~ H ouse , which is th e
first shelter/communit~ center

~ E.piscopalCommu nit~
~ervices bui lt in 199+.
Impo rt a nt services nearb~ are
the Central E.mergenc~
H o spital and man~ educational
facilit ies. Fublic transportation
is locall~ accessible helping to

support thejob tra ining program
with in t he bui lding. Man~ other
resources make this a great
location.

)2



The Canon E;>arcus Community House takes into account
housing concerns, social service ~acilities, and parking with a
multi- level , mixed-use building. E.piscopal Communit!:J 5ervies,
an E.piscopa l raith based organization, inte nded t his building
to house t he changing bce or ho mcle s s ne s s and provide
support bcilities to assist in their re-integration into societ!:J.

Job tra ining is an integral part or the program a nd is given
~ecial prominence a t the corner o r 8th & N a to ma streets.
I he two star!:J space is accessed rrom t he corner b!:J people

rrom outside the t1 0use a nd rrom the inside b.t:J residents. A
da.t:Jcare center provides a service ror both residents and the
surroundingcommunit.t:J. 5t. L uke 's Hospital s pol1f>ors a clinic
at t he Communit!:J Home ror the entire comm unit.t:J .

One- to ro ur-bedroom apartments comprise the +8 unit
residential housing.J'ortion or t he building. T heir capacit.t:J is +7
homeless bmilies. t'hilanthro p.t:J b.t:J D e s ig n, a vo lunteer interior
decorating practice, helpe d to created positive e nviro nments ro r
those living in t he House. Other ma nufa cture rs donated
materials or products to help provide goods and residents we re

able to cho o se their own rurnishings. Thus t he building promotes
dignit.t:J through rc spcctiblc home-like bcilities and b~ pro viding
residents with choices - something t hat mo st did not have .
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) ex terior courtqa rd s help to
facilitate the needs of t he residents
and a llow for the m to interact with
one a nother. T he se s paces a lso
invite the communit~ to interact with
th e reside nts.

SOCIAL
INTE.GRATION

E:>a~ windows are an important
design element i nc~ora ted into
each housing unit. I he ir p urpo se
is to break t he large facade and to
s howcase the people who have

taken residenc~ - p romo ting th e
b uilding as a home.

34



L o cated with in the Communit~ House , a t ra ining center is devoted
to giving t he residents on-job ski lls the~ ca n use to secure a job.
The goal is to give them the abili t~ to be ma rketa ble to e mplo~ers.

H aving ajob, as well as a stable p lace to call home, man;} peop le
can overcome t he circu mstances that brought t hem to Canon

f::>arcus in th e firs t p lace .

The After-School p rogra m and
Famil~ Uterac!:j program are both
extrcrnclq s uccessful, vibrant

E rts of the Communit!:j Hose.
I hese allow t he communit~at

large to interact wit h the formerl~

homeless residents at a personal
socialleve!' When children are

given t he care the~ need, the ir
parents can begin to take p ro pe r
steps to control t heir lives with

t he full responsibilit!:j of providing
for their children re moved.

frogram

E..ver!:jo ne benefits
from the interaction
between the cornrnu
nit~ and the re sidents
o f Canon f::>a rcus.
Tho se who societ!:j
deemed did no t wa nt
no w can no t be dis tin
guished fro m th e rest

o f societ!:j.
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Sections / Elevations

The sections demonstrate the wa.:J
ver.:J rigid planar surraces can
d.:Jnamat icall.:J create space. This
park invite s the entire commun it.:J
to gather and rind peace within a
rast-paced world. Var.:Jlng the
levels or wa lking surraces provides
an opportun it.:J to e xperience the
park trom multiple points orview.
Strong ve rticle s and horizont.als
allow ease or construction. Native
vegetation sohens the hard edges,
provides shade, and
environmentall.:J bener,ts the Clt.:J.
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The torm work tor the c.onc.rete is
e xpressed ~nd tr.ansbted through the
monolitihic. c.onc.rete sh.apes. Tiers
.and c.omp lex arr..ngements.are ke;! to
m~king the public. sp.ac.e teel priv~te.

Inhabitat ion
38



Aerial View
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Initial Site Anal!::Jsis

Kiver Kouge, MI

D et ro it , MI

f itts6urgh , fA
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RIVER ROUGE
Michigan
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CLIMATE CONDITIONS

Currentl!) this s ite is a brown held In a moderatcl'y dense:
residential a re a . It is situate:d j us t at th e outside fringe: of what is
an industrial Lo ne. The urban co ntext is ver.l:J strong with a well
defined reside:ntia l area and local communit.l:J buildings.
Imme d ia td !) a~ace:nt to the site: is a small rc:tail. The: area has
s ignificant communit.Y resources alre:ad.l:J. Grace: [)aptist church
is d o wn the s tree t on the same block as a se rie s of apartments.
Dire etl'y across the street is the R iver Rouge Me:morial Fark. A
large: commercial strip is lo ca te d along main street, Jefferson.

e Gtancllake Stteee

~~~:%~~~~~~
::.:,--_ ...._-- -_...... --

It take:s care: to sustain a communit.Y ' The: people of R ive:rRouge:
have: that ca re . Man'y re source s are: alre:ad.l:J available: to the:
communit.l:J and ca n be: incorpora ted into the: p rogram o f th e:
p ropo sed s he:lte:r. Whe:n pe o ple a re: care:d about, t he:.l:J find the:
s tre:ng th and courage: to p ursue: th e: ir goals. A sus ta inable:
co mmunit.l:J revolve s around care: th rough nc:two rking a nd providing
for its me:m be:rs as we:1I as resources.

RIVER ROUGE
Michigan
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PITTSBURGH
Pennsylvannia
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much ol- th e jobs ~or th e cit!). As Indu str!) declined, so did tn e
cit!). The re are ma n!) bctors th at have lead to th e re cove r.I:J o f
F itts burg h, .Yet it is still in the pro ce ss of turning a wa.I:J fro m
ind us frq, T he site lo cation on 5th A ve nue offers relief to th ose
people who are in nee d of a cornrnuni t q re sou rce center. Two
ho spitals a re lo cal as we llas man!) com mercial buildings and
factories t hat give the locat io n a great opportunit.I:J to reall'y pull
t he entire comrnunitq together. T his site is o ut of a residential
area which willhelp to ease NIME>Y s'yndrome and a lso aids in
the transportation of patrons to theirj o bs.

This site is located on 5th Avenue in F ittsburgh, F ermsqlvarua. It
is a brownfield currentlq stuck in a thriving a re a. There a re man'y
commercial buildings throughout th e a rea along with ampl e pa rking.
T here is a large number of re sidentia l bui ldi ng s surro unding th e
site which provides a criti cal mass fo r the are aj us t o ut s ide of
downtown F it ts burg h.

PITTSBURGH
Pennsylvania
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Site Selection

Detroit, Michigan
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CLIMATE CONDITIONS

Even when th e s urround ings lo o k bleak. 6eaut!J ca n s till be
round. This rlowe r is g ro wing a long th e s ide o r the bro wnrield
and across from a j un k !jard . 5 ellevu e does no t look ve r!j nice
a t th is s peciric lo cat io n or to th e South and W e s t or it, !Jet
o nl!J a block East is t he 5 e llevue E lementar!JSchool and a
beautiru l residential ne ighborhood. H uma n D ig nit!j and frid e
are powe rful to ols whe n s urroundings a re le ss than desira ble .
Whe n g iven hope , dignit!J a nd pride thrive .

5 ellevue is located with in the cit!J limits o r D etro it M ichig a n. This
si te is c urrcnt lq a brown rield in a sparse l!J populated area. lndustr!J
and commerce are no t strong within the urba n context although
th e!J are p re se nt. Located on t he corner or t , f a ul. 5 e lle vue and
5 e aub it t ree ts , th e site is situated in a ce ntra l lo catio n to t he
residentia l a nd ind ustrial; commercial developments.

BELLEVUE
Michigan
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Kethinking 50cial Architecture
The Homeless a nd Working f oor f e rs pective

f rogram Statement
Site Criteria

I.r~ect Identitica tio n

The pr~ect mo s t relevant to carr~ingout m~ thesis is an emergency she lter/sup port agenc~ com
bined with a communit~ resource ce nte r tor the homeless and s urround ing commu ni t~ which brings
together mult iple agencies in an ettort to provide resources tor the commu nit~ as a whol e . Lxpected

r~s~urc.e~ will include a temporar~ s helte: , e rnp loqmen t age ncie ~, a clo th ing consignment s hop, me d ical
clinic, d ll1lng a rea , to o d ba nk, sma ll exercise a rea, cha pel, sma ll ilbrar~ , bank, Iaundr~ , small court ot law ,
a nd o ther s imilar s uppo rt spaces.

II.A rt icula t ion o t Int e nt
A s uccesst ul pr~ect will invo lve the communit~ a t larg e through a multitud e o t p rog rams. Communit~

inte ra cti o n ca n be crea ted thro ugh ha ving a variet~ o t progra mmed s pa ce s that are usetul to th e e ntire
communit~ su ch as a lo cal court o t law to hand le d is pu te s o r a small chapel in which to hold rel ig ious
tunctions. Anothe r possi b il i t~ is a communit~ garden tha t begins to g ive back to the commu n i t~ in a ver~

ta ngible wa~ . 5~ inco rpora t ing spaces tha t are usetul tor th e communit~ , a s well as th e homeless , ever~
one benetits.ln s uch a b uilding the boundarq ot homelessness a nd horueowne rshi p is b lurred b~ the
s haring o t fac ilities. T rul~ it will be in th e actua l use o t the bui lding o nce b uilt th a t will p rove the impa ct it

ha s had o n th e comm u n i t~.

5 e ing built within a n urb an context, there are a tew t~pologies that th is tacil it~ will reterence. One
t~polog~ is a mall where man~ services are brought tog ethe r under o ne root. A nothe r is a commu nit~

center whe re services are provided tor a s pecit ic demogra p hic ot people.

• I
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f'rogram Statement
Site Criteria

III.E.numeration ot Actio ns

A shelter space t o r s leeping provides a sense ot belonging and dign it:J. T his mus t tee l inviting':Jet ma de
known that it is not a pemlanent home. Its openness or private-ness will be detemline d b:J the group th a t
will use it. Locker space or some sate storage spa ce ne ed s to be inco rpo ra ted tor the homeless as the:J

ca rr'y mo s t ot their earthl:J possessions with them a t a ll t ime s . Fa rting with them is otten a ver'y d itticu lt
thing to do. A n opportunihJ ex ists tor p assive lq in corpor~ ting the homeless ir:to a better state o t living
through architecture eve n i ~ th e'y do not wish to partake in the main fa cilities functio ns. A n e rnp lourneri t

agenc'y ottice and o ther social service ottices otte r the cha nce tor the homeless a nd sUrTound ing
communit.Y to ta ke an active role in ad va nci ng the ir live s through th e help ot othe rs. T hese ottices mus t
be easi l'y accessible , be ver'y open a nd inviting with lo ts of-glass, a nd provid e var'ying degrees of- privac'y .

A med ical clinic th at is open to the e ntire co mmunit.Y is a ne cessit.Y tor a standard ot care deserving to
ever'y hu ma n. It ne e d s to be a ccessible to a ll a nd be ver'y clean. A rece pti0r: space will p ro vid e
oyportunities f-or pe o ple to re ce ive immedia te a t tentio n. T his area shou ld fee l o pen and invit ing .

.:Jtorage o f- f-ood bank supplies will be inco rp o ra te d into the design. This does not need to be a simple
room, bu t ca n be a lmost a n open market with lots ot light. Laundr'y service is necessar'y tor the communit.Y
a t large to ke e pjobs a nd preserve cleanliness. This s hou ld be accessib le trom both insid e and out.

M a n'y other s paces will need to be inco rpo ra ted .

IV.Site Criteria
T he site shou ld be with in an urban co nte xt in perha ps a co mme rcia l area in a downtown lo ca t io n or in an
area whe re a ce ntra l node is needed to revive a co mmunit'y' Fublic t ra nspo rta tion shou ld be lo cated close
b'y f-or the abi lit'y o t users to enter a nd lea ve the t acilit.Y ' This s hou ld be a prominent building taking up a

large portio n ot a cit!:! b lock. T he a rea tor this bui lding needs to be within a well pop ula ted a rea that is
active. T he site will th e n be the starting po int'ot a ll huma n transition a nd re integra tion into societ.Y'

53
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I. E me rge nc'y Shelte r

A. D o rmitorie s

I . Sing le men

2 . Sing le wo men

C . 5 athro om

I . M en

a. Showers

b . Toilets

c. Sinks

2. W o men

a . Showers

b. Toilets

c. Sinks

II. Inhabitation S pa ce

A. D o rmito rie s

III.L a und r'y

A· L au ndr'y

IV.C o nsig nme nt S ho p

AOttice

5. Show Space

C.Storage

V. C ha pe V C o mmunit 'y M eeting H all

A Chapel

VI.Fo s t ()I+ice 5 o x/ L ocker R oo m

A.Fost Office 5 o x/ L ocker R o om I

--- - .

Quantity (@sf) Net Area (11:2) 5+
},}60

Quantative Summar'y
}8 beds 1,2+8

}8 beds 1,2+8

7@ }Osf 2 10

2 @}Osf 60

+ @ }Osf 120

7@ }o sf 210

2 @}Osf 60

+ @}Osf 120

768

16 @ + 8sf 7 6 8

1,1 5 8

1,158

},098

1+0

2,++8

5 10

2,0 0 0

2 ,000

1,} 60

1,}60 -



VII. Dinning

A D ining H all

5 . K itchen

VIII. Communit.'j D a.'jC are

A · Communit.Y D a'yCare

5 .Office

C . 5 at hroom

D . K itchen

IX. Farling

A . Farking Spaces

2, 182 55
1, 15 2

Q!Jantative Summar~I,O}O •
680

180

1+0

2 280

80

}.200

9 } ,200

Total FrogramArea: 17 ,801-

•



Activities:

F eop le will use this space to s leep a nd t ernp o ra r ilq store their po ssessions.

S p atia l R.ela t ions h ip s :

These spaces a ct a s anchors t or the re s t ot the build ing , being located a t e ither e nd. A commo n a rea a nd bathroo ms should be directl~ connected

56
Frogram

L o ckbox

Units: )8

Net S9ua re Feet/unit p lus Ckara nce: 6

Emergenc~ Shelter

- Dorm itor~

L 9ui p ment/Fumishi ngs:

E>ed

Unit s : 2

Unit Capacit~: )8

N et S 9 uare F e e t/unit: 1,2+8

Total Net A re a : 2 ,+96

F ur poses/ F un ct ion:

This space is semi-private a nd transitor!). Here the temporar~ re sidents will tind a place t o ca ll home while interacti ng with the structures various s e rvice s.

U n it s : )8

N et S 9uare F e e t/unit plus C leara nce: 27

S pecial Considerations:

N a tu ral lig ht should be strongl~ incorpo rated t o p rom ote a bright int e rio r cond ition a nd breakdow n an~ teelings o t conti ne me nt . E xterio r views need t o be

incorporated t o a ch ie ve this g o a l a lso.

Size: 6'5"x )'0"

M e cha n ica l/Ele ctrical S ystems:

N o e lectrica l outle ts a re to be incorporated in th is s pace . All lig ht s will be hardwired. The rne chanical sqs t em ne e d s to a ccount tor the inh abita t io n ot this s pace

du ring t he nig ht .

E>e ha vioral Considerations:

Some torm ot divider needs to be set up in o rd e r t o t acilit a te privac~ while a llowing the Dorm F a re nt cle ar sight ove r a ll a ct ivit ie s occurring.



E me rg e ncy S helter

- E>athroom

Units: 2

Unit Capacity: I I

Net S9uare Feet/unit: +) 2

T otal N et Area: 86+

F urpo ses/Function :

T his s pace is p rivate .

Activiti~s :

F eople will use thi s s pace to kee p up th ei r perso nal hygiene .

S pa tia l Relationsh ips :

The D orm ito ries a nd co mmon a rea s ho uld be dir ectly co nnected.

S pecia l Consideratio ns:

T his s pace must be ADA co mpliant.

57

E9uipment/Fum ish ings:

Shower

5ize: j'O"x , '0"

Units: ?

N et S 9ua re Feet/unit p lus C lea ra nce: )0

Sink

Size: )'O"x )'0"

Units : 2

Net S 9uare Feet/ unit plus C learance: )0

T o ilet

S ize : )'O"x 5 '0"

U nits :+
N et S 9uare Feet/unit plus C leara nce: )0

M echan ica l/Electrical S 4s te ms:

Flum bing is the most significa nt system t hat ne eds to be addressed in t his s pace. A ll lights will be ha rdwired. The me chan ical syste m ne eds to accou nt fo r t he

inhabitation o f t his space d uring the nig ht .

-
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Inha b ita tion S pace

U nits: 16

U nit Capacit~f I

Net S'1uare Feet/unit: +8
T ota l Net Area: 76 8

F urposes/Function:

This s pace is semi-private a nd transitory . H ere t he temporar~ residents will t ind a p lace to call home while not being fo rced to inte ra ct with the st ruct ure s va rious

se rvices.

Activitie s :

F eople will use this spa ce to s le e p a nd temporarilq s tore the ir po ssess ions .

S patia l R.e lationships:

5eing conne cte d to t he s id e o t the emergenc~ s he lt e rs , th e s e s paces ca n take adva ntage ot heat lo ss . T he ir a rra ngeme nt p ro motes a so cial st ruct ure to t orm .

Specia l Cons id e ra tions:

N atural lig ht sh ould be strongl~ incorpora ted to p ro mote a b right int e rior condi tion a nd breakdown an~ teelings o t confine me nt . E xterio r vie ws need to b e

incorporated to achie ve th is g o a l a lso.

5ehavio ra l Cons id e ra t ions :

These s paces a re lett o p e n to a ll.Secu rit~ is sues will b e present, b ut hopetu ll~ the 'Fa nopt icon' effect willsolve thi s.

Mechanic a l/Electrical Systems:

N o e lect r ical o ut le ts a re to be inc o rp o rated in thi s s pace.

•
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Activ ities :

Genera l bu~ing o t goods will occur.

Consig nment S ho p

- S ho w Space

F urpo se s/Fun ctio n:

This s pace is pu blic. Here people will come to bu~ goods.

-

59

U nits: 2

Net S9uare F ee t/unit plus C learance:,6

Checko ut Counter

Size: 6'o"x ')'0"

Units: 15

N e t S 9ua re F eet/unit p lus C lea ra nce: +0

S he lves

Size: IO'O"x ')'0"

U nits : "1-0

Net S 9ua re Feet/ unit p lus C lea ra nce: 12

S patial Relati onsh ips :

This s ho uld be visib le trom t he st reet . The suppl~ room s hou ld be adjacent to t he s pace as well as th e o ttice.

U nits : I

UnitCapacit~ : "1-0

Net S 9u are F eet/unit: 2;14 8

T ota l N et A re a : 2 ,++8

S pecia l Cons iderations :

N atura l lig ht a nd exterior views s ho uld be strongl~ incorporated to promote a bright inte rio r co ndi tion. S pace needs to be a llocated t o r displa~ .

M e ch an ica l/Ele ctrical Systems :

N o e lectrical o utle ts a re to b e incorpora ted in t his s pace. A ll lig hts will be ha rdwired a lo ng with televis ion s . The me chan ica l s~stem ne eds to account tor t he

cons tant e nt ra nc e a nd exit ot cus tome rs .

E9uipme nt/ F urn is hings:

Disp la~ R a cks

S ize: 6'0" D iameter

S ite/Exterior Enviro nment Consideratio ns:

T he s tore must be vi~ib le a long the s t reet tac;ade. Care needs to be taken to limit th e view o t the adjace nt ware ho use b uilding .



Consignment 5 hop

- ()ftice

Units: I

Unit Capacit~: )

Net 59uare Feet/unit: 1-tO

Total Net Area : 1-tO

F urpo ses/Function:

This space is sem i-private. The manager will have t his s pace trom which to ru n o pera t ions .

A ct ivities :

F a pe r work willbe filled o ut a s well as g enera l o ffi ce activities. M e e t ing s with s taff willoccu r here.

5patial R.elati onships:

The s ho w s pace a nd s torag e need to d irectl~ co nnect.

60
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E 9uipm en t/Furnis hings:

Desk

5ize: 6'0"x )'0 "

Units : I

Net 59uare F eet/unit p lus C lea ra nce: )6

Chair

Size: ; 'O"x ;JO"

U nits: )

Net 5 9u a re Feet/unit plus C learance: 12



Consignment 5 hop

- 5 to rag e

Units : 1

Unit Capacit~: ,

Net 59uare Feet/unit : 5 I 0

T o tal N e t A rea: 5 I 0

F urp o ses/Function:

This s pace is p riva te a nd for s torage.

Activities :

5upplies willbe s tored in this lo catio n until the~ a re ne e ded .

5patia l Relati ons hips:

The storage a rea mus t be co nne cted to the s how s pace a nd off ice .

M e chanica l/E le ctrical 54stems:

This s pace does not need to be he ated.

•
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F os t Office E>o x/ Locke r R.oom

U nits : 1

U nit Capacit.'): 40

Net 59uare Feet/unit: 1,)60

Total Net Area: 1,)60

Furposes/Function:

This space is public. Here the residents a nd surrounding co mmunit.') can g ain a cce ss to mail where the.') otherwise might not have a n address.

Activities:

This s pace is for mail deliver.')a nd pickup.

-
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L 9ui pment/Fumishings:

Fost Office E>o xes

5ize: 5"x 5 .5"

Units: 50

Net 5 9u a re F e et/unit plus C lea ra nce: I

Fost Office D ro p E>ox

5ize : 2'6"x 2 '0"

U nits : 1

Net 59uare Feet/unit p lus Clearance: 1 I

L ockbox

Size: 2 'O"x 2 'OIJ

Units : 26

Net 59uare Feet/unit plus C leara nce: 6

5ta mp M achine

5 ize : 2'6"x 2'0 "

Units: I

Net 59uare Feet/unit plus C leara nce: 1 I



Chapel/Communit~ M e e t ing Hall

Units: I

UnitCapacit~: 92

Net S9uare Feel/unit: 2,000

T otal N et Area : 2 ,000

Furposes/Function:

This s pa ce is public. F eople will co ng reg a te tor pra~er a nd 9u ite retlection. T he s pace willa lso double a s a n emergenc~, o ve rnight s helter tor an~one .

Activitie s :

Feople will si t, co ng reg a te, pra~ , re t lec t , be taught , wa rm up t ro m t he cold, a nd s le e p.

L.9uipmen l/Furnis hings:

Few

Size: 2 'O"x ;'0"

U nits : +6

Net S9uare Feet/unit plus C lea ra nce : +0

I)ehavioral C onsiderations:

Tho se us ing th is s pace willbe doing various a ctivities a t th e s a me time .

Mech anica l/E.lectricaI S 'jstems:

N o ele ctrical o ut le ts a re to be incorpora te d in this space . A ll light s willb e hardwired . T he mechan ical s~stem ne e ds to a cco unt tor t he inha bita tio n ot th is s pa ce

both night a nd da~.

-_ . .



D ining A rea

Units: I

U nit Capacity : 55

N e t S9uare Feet/unit : I , 152

T otal N et Area : 1, 152

F urp ose s/ F unctio n:

This s pace is p ub lic. H ere the res idents a nd o t hers will co me t or a me a l.

Activit ies:

The prepa re d t oo d will be cons umed in t his lo ca t io n. It will a lso double a s a g a t heri ng space t or t he vari o us o rganizat io ns with in t he b uilding.

S pat ial R elatio nsh ips:

This s pace needs to be lo ca ted o n t he tirst s tory ot the bui lding with a di rect access o uts ide .

Spe cia l Considerations :

C lea r s ight line s nee d to be worked into the design to a llow the s taff a n unobstruc ted view o t t hose using t he s pace. N atura l light sh o uld be s t ro ng ly incorpo rated

to promote a bright interior co ndi tio n a nd b re akdown a ny tee lings o t co nti ne ment . E xterio r views need to be incorpora ted to a chieve t his g oa l a lso .

64
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E 9uipme nt/Furn is hings:

T a ble

S ize : y o" dia meter

U nit s: II

Net S 9ua re F eet/ unit p lus C lea ra nce: )6

Chai r

Size : YO"x yo"

U nit s: 55

Net S 9uare Feet/unit p lus C lea ra nce: I 8

l)e havio ra l Cons idera tions :

T he s pace ne e ds to be open to a llo w co nsta nt view o ve r a ll activit ies.

M e chan ica l/E le ctricaI Stlstems :

The me chani cal system must be a b le to ha nd le t he heat trom a high volu me o t people a nd t ood.



K itchen

U nits : 1

Unit C a paci t.!:): 6

Net S 9ua re Feet/unit : 1,0 ) 0

Tota l N et A rea: 1,0)0

F urposes/Functio n:

Th is s pace is semi-pri vate. Here the t ood will be prepared t o r re s idents a nd o t he rs co ming t or a mea l.

Activities:

The sta ff will prepare t ood a nd sto re it in this location.

S pa tia l R ela t io nsh ips:

This s pace nee ds to be located o n the ti rst s tor.!:) o t the b uild ing with a dire ct access o uts ide . A mple s pace must be provided tor t he deliver.!:) o t goods.

S pecia l C o nsideratio ns:

T he tood storage must be lo cked d uring ho urs o t idleness. Care mus t b e taken to en su re no re s idents willg a in a ccess to the kitchen whe n a staff perso n is no t

t he re .

~ .'
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R ooms:

Serving

Size: IO'O"x 2 6 '0 "

Units : I

N et S 9ua re F eet/ unit : 2 60

M echan ica l/Electrical S ys te ms:

H ig h vo ltage a p pliances will be in thi s spa ce .

R e ce iving

S ize : I 6'0"x 16 '0 "

Units: 1

NetS9u a re F eet/unit : 25 6

S to rage

Units : 2

N et S 9u a re Feet/unit : 96

R etuse A re a

Size: 7 'O"x 12 '0 "

Units : I

Net S 9ua re F ee t/un it: 8+

Site/Exterio r E nviron ment Conside ra tio ns :

The re tu se a rea mus t be d irectl.!:) a ccessed trom o uts ide a nd be keep o ut ot t he ma in view o t the re st ot th e bu ilding . -



Laundr~

Units : 1

Unit Capacit~ : 22

Net S9uare Feet/unit: 1,1 5 8

Total Net Area : 1, 158

F urposes/Function:

This s pace is pu bl ic. The surro undi ng commu n it~ willcome to use this s pace a nd help to faci litate social inte ra ction with t he re s idents .

A ctivities :

W ashing a nd dr~ing of clothe s willoccur he re .

Spati al Relationships:

The entran ce s ho uld be visible to the public o n the first stor~.
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Lsuipment/Fumishings :

W asher

Units : 20

Net S9uare Feet/unit plus C leara nce : 18

Laundr~ Suppl~ D is penser

S ize: YO"x yo"

Units : 2

Net S9uare Feet/unit plus C lea ra nc e: 18

Dr~er

Size: yo"x , '0 "

Units : 20

N et S 9ua re Feet/unit p lus C leara nce: 18

Mechanica l/E lectrical S ys te ms:

Flum bing is the mo st sig nifica nt s~stem t ha t need s to be addressed in t his s pace. A ll light s will be hardwired. The e le ctrica l s~stem need to p ro vide s uffi cie nt

powe r for a ll machine s. -
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C ommunity Day C are

-Community D ay Care

Units: I

Unit Capacit!): 15

Net 59uare Fee t/unit: 180

T otal N et Area : I 80

F urpo ses,/Funet ion :

This s pace is public. H e re pe ople will wai t whe n t he!) come to be re s id ents or to b e re fe rre d to o the r f unctio ns wit hin th e bUild ing .

Activitie s :

C lie nts will s it a nd maq be re ad while wai t ing to be helpe d b!) t he s taff a t th e re ception a rea .

5patia l R.e1ationships :

This space needs to b e lo ca te d o n t he fir st s tor!Jo f th e b uilding wit h a d ire ct a ccess o uts id e . The e nt ra nc e s ho uld b e e a sil!) visib le a nd accessib le . 5ta irs a nd

elevators s ho uld a lso b e clo se .

5pe cial Cons idera t io ns :

C le a r sig ht line s need to be worked into th e d e s ign to a llow th e s taff a n unobs t ructed view o f th o se us ing t he s pace . N atural light s ho uld be s t ro ng l!J incorporated

to p ro mote a b rig ht int e rio r cond ition a nd b re a kdow n a n!J feeling s of co nfine me nt . E xterio r views need to be incorporated to a chieve this g o a l a lso.

Mech an ical/E lectrical54stems :

The mechanical s!)s tem mus t b e a b le to ha ndle t he cons tant inf lux of o uts id e a ir a s peop le use th e e nt ra nc e a nd e xit .

S ite/Lxterior Environment Cons ide rations:

This s pace s ho uld be e asil!Jvie we d a nd a ccesse d f rom the ex terio r.

67

•



Communit!J D a!J Care

- ()ttice

Units: I

Unit C apacit!J: }

Net S9uare Feet/unit: 1+0

Total Net Area : 1+0

F urposes/Function:

This spa ce is private. T he man ager will have th is s pace t rom which to run o pe ra tio ns .

Activities:

F a pe r wo rk will be tilled o ut as well as general o ffi ce a ct ivit ies . Meetings with s taff will occu r here .

Spati a l Relati onships:

The s ho w spa ce a nd s to rag e need to directl~ co nne ct.

•
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E 9uipme nt/Fumishings:

Desk

S ize: 6'o"x } 'O"

Units : 1

Net S 9ua re Feet/unit plu s C leara nce: } 6

C hai r

Size: YO"x } 'O"

Units : }

N et S 9ua re F eet/unit plu s C leara nce: 12



Communit.!:J D a.!:J Care

- \:}a t hro om

Units: 2

U nit C apacit.!:J: 2

Net S9uare Feet/unit: 1-+0

T ota l Net A re a : 280

F ur poses/Function:

This s pace is private.

Activities:

Feople will us e this space to keep up the ir personal h.Y,gie ne .

S pa tia l R.e1ationships:

T he Dormitories a nd co mmon a rea sh ou ld be d irectl.!:J co nne ct e d .

S pecia l Considerations:

This space mus t be ADA co mp liant.
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E 9uipment/Furni sh ings:

Sink

S ize : yo"x yo"

U nits : 1

Net S9uare Feet/unit plus Clearance: ) 0

T o ilet

Size : )'O"X ) '0 "

Units : 2

Net S9uare Feet/unit plus C leara nce : )0

Mechanical/Electrical S'jstems:

Flumbing is the mo s t s ig niticant s.!:Js te m th at needs to be a dd re sse d in th is space. All light s willbe ha rd wired . The mechanical sqstern needs to a cco unt tor the

inhabitation ot this s pace during the night.



Communit~ Da~ Care

-Kitchen

Units : I

U nit Capacit~: )

Net S9uare Feet/unit: 80

Total Net A rea: 80

F urposes/ Function :

This space is sem i-private. Here the food willbe prepared tor residents a nd others com ing tor a meal.

Activities:

The s taff will p repa re t ood a nd s tore it in this location.

S pecial Considerations :

C are must be take n to e ns ure no o ne willg ain access to the kitchen whe n a staff perso n is not t here.

-
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E,9uipment/F umishings:

S tove

Size: )'O"x )'0"

Units : I

Net S9uare Feet/unit p lus C le a ra nce: )0

M e cha nica V E lectricalSljstems :

H ig h volt age a p pliances willbe in this space.

R.etrigerator

Size: ;'O"X; '0"

U nits: I

Net S9uare Feet/unit plus C learance: )0

Sink

Size: )'O"x )'0"

Units : I

Net S 9u a re Feet/u nit plus C lea ra nce: )0

...



Exterior Courtyard

F urpo se s/ F un ction,

This s p a ce is semi-p rivate a nd trans itory . Here th e temp orary re s id ents will find a pla ce to cong reg ate while not interacting wit h th e s t ructures va rious services.

Activ ities:

F eop le will use t his spa ce to ta lk a nd intera ct socially wit h each o t he r.

S p a tia l Rela tio nshi ps ,

The dormitories a nd b a throo ms s ho uld b e directly co nnected. S tairw ays ne e d to be relatively d o se .

S pe cia l C onsideratio ns ,

The functions o f thi s s pace a re depend ant o n the weather.

E>eh a vio ral Cons idera tions,

The s pace ne eds to be o p e n to a llo w cons tant view ove r a ll activit ie s.

S ite/Exte rio r E nviro nme nt C onside ratio ns ,

E xterio r vie ws must be cre ated th a t fa ce o nto the p urposed g reenway . C are need s to b e taken to limit the view o f the a djace nt wa reho use b uildi ng .
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Fa rk ing

Units , 1

Unit Capacit~, 9

N et S 9ua re Feet/unit, ) ,200

T otal Net Area, ) ,2 0 0

F urpose s/Function,

This s pace is pu bl ic a nd trans itor~ . Tho se who a re usi ng t he b uilding will be able to park here.

A ctivit ies:

Vehicle s a re kept he re while th e o wne rs inte ract wit h the b uilding.

S pat ial Relationships,

The parking a reas nee d to be accessible ~rom th e ma ;"n ro ads.

S pecia l Cons ide ra tions :

T here will be sign i~icant rai n run o ff wit h co nta mina nts. T here will be no ise o ccurring co ntinua lh],

I)e havio ral Consideratio ns :

The space needs to be open to a llow a ctivit ie s to occu r un o b s tructed .

S ite/Exterior E nviro nmen t C o nsiderations ,

The pa rking ca n be p laced a djace nt wa rehouse building .
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Concept Models
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Froposal I

This first a tte: mpt a t s,Y nthe:sizing m,Y th e: sis into an actua l built form has its adva ntage:s and d isadvantag e: s . The: firs t adva n
tag e: is stru ctu re. A s panning dime:nsio n o f 2"l" a.c.is use:d to create an e:co no mical two-wa,Y concrete sla b whe:re: the:
o p timal 8 ' o ve:rha ng will be: dosed o ff with a curta in wall a llowing for a high vari c:t,Y of s kin po ss ib ilitie:s. Whe:re: th e: s la b s:Jste:m
bre:a ks apart a ce:ntra l atrium provides s trong da:Jlight fo r all o f th e: inte rio r while: offe:ring a n o p portunit:i to have: a wa rm g a th
e:ring s pace: for th e: communit:J d uring t he: cold mo nths of the: :Je:ar. S tair towe rs, e leva tors, and utilitie:s a re:a llworke:d th rough
th e: b uilding in chases provide d in t he: b re:ak o f the: b uilding d ire:ctl:J to e:i t he:r s id e: o f t he: a tri um allowing th e: slab to rema in
uncomprom iscci in its s tructura l inte:grit:J.

A rch ite:cto nics are: th is ite ra tions stronge:st disadva ntage:. While: t he: b uilding is vc:r:J fu nctiona l, it lacks a se nse o f humanit,Y
a nd s p irit th a t m:J e:arlie:r s kc:tche:s a nd mo d e:ls ca ptured. Fa rt of t his rc ason was th e: ne:e:d to de:s ign a rigid bu ilding th a t pro 
mo te:d a stable: e: nviro nme: nt or found a tio n upon which t hose: using th e: bcilit!) would be: able: to start re:ga ining th e:ir live: s.1
re:se:arc he:d th e: Art D e: co peri o d in Ame: rica to find a n e:xp re:ssion that wa s know n a nd e:s ta blishe:d to communica te: s t a bilit:J.
E.xplodi ng d uring th e: G re:at D e: p re: s s ion, this st,Yle: wa s s triving tow a rd s a g re:at futu re: of mod e:rnit:J whe: re: life: was bc:tte:r
th an t he: current si tuation.

Ultima te:I,Y , this proposal ne:e:d s to be: vie:we:d as a n exercise a nd firs t a t te:mp t. The: b uilding is in ne:e:d o f maj or revisions to
inje:ct a humanit:J tha t suc h an ins t it ut io na l looking building s uc h as t his does no t communicate. Furthe: r itera tio ns will be:gin to
s t ud,Y a ve:r,Y transitor~e:ncampm e: nt environment which t hose: who are: home:le:s s can e: ngage: th e: b uilding without p arti cipat
ing in itss o cia l service functio ns for s he:lte:r fro m the: cleme nts.
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