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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

With the ending of World War II and the attendant

industrial conversion to peacetime production, Americans

were treated to a number of household conveniences and

appliances which promised to revolutionize their way of

life. Perhaps the most revolutionary, fro~ the standpoint

of family life, has been the television set. Television

has been heralded as the indispensible tool of the educator

and the entertainment attraction that has restored the

family unit. It has been accused of ~urdering the art of

conversation and arresting the development of our children.

The fact that these recommendations and accusations are so

unreserved indicates its force. But we must turn to the

commercial statistics to quantify the growth of television

and establish its influence. The National Broadcastin~

Company estimated that there were 11,748,000 television

sets in use in the United States as of March 1, 1951. This

figure indicated that sets were in operation in about 27

per cent of all American homes, or in 44 per cent of the

homes in the television reception areas. l The present study

1. "Effect of Television on Reading Is Estimated in
Recent Surveys," Publishers' Weekly, CLIX (April, 1951),
1707.
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was conducted on April 11, 12, and 16, 1951, when the fore-

going figures were current.

~Tel evis ion networks, manufacturers of television sets,

advertising sponsors, and educators have led the field in

the race to measure television's effect upon the viewing

public. \ Quite naturally the chief concern of the educator

has been the effect upon the student.-\-The present study is

also concerned with the effect of television upon the

student. The primary aim of the study is to obtain a

comprehensive picture of the television interests and viewing
../

habits of the students of Lincoln High School, Ferndale,

Michigan • .\ Secondary aims are the discovery and measurement

of any effect television might have upon the study habits

and scholastic grades of these students.



CHAP~:SR II

Despite the youth of the medillil, s urveys of tel evision's

effect upon its public are relo.tively numerous. But

limitin~ ou r r evi ew of relat ed studies to surveys of junior

and senior high school students has ; r ea t l y tiimin ished our

sources of Lnf'o r-i a t Lon . 'I'h i s deli',lito.tion ':[ClS rna de be ca us e

it is in ke ep i.n s; vri t.h t h e aims of t his study Cll1Q be caus e

interests and v.i evri.ne ha b i ts of other ,:; r ollps are vas t.Ly

different f ron those of hi gh school s t.uden t s .

Revie,,! of the lit er a ture dis closed a "no veLt.y fa ct.or "

in te leviewing. ~elevision patrona ge and viewing t~J e

change d as the a vailab ility of sets increased a n« novelty

decreased. ~he novelty factor is especially appa r ~nt in

a series of surveys conducted at a Chicp ~o hi ~h school over

a Deriod of four years. ~his study will be presented f i r s t

and the s~cceedin~ studies, consisting of sin ~l e survGys,

will follow in the order that they appear in the literat~lre.

~he corrt i.nu i.n-: study of Phillip Levri s , i\ctin -~ As s Ls t.an t

PrLnc i.oaL of South Shor e Hig h School, Chi C8. g.J, Ll.Li.no i.s ,

de t os back to CL , r , lS}L~8. At that time a ppr'o x u na t e.Lv 100 of

3
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South Shore's 1700 students had television sets in their

homes. One year later this number doubled, and in December,

1949 reached a total of 500, almost one television receiver

for every three students. The two-thirds of the student

body who did not have television in their homes had all

witnessed, on the average, 26 separate programs. Some of

them named the family tavern, the firehouse, restaurants,

and the soda bar as places where they had watched tele
.. 1va.s aon ,

Average viewing time of the South Shore students was

23 hours a week in the winter of 1948-1949; in the summer

of 1949 it was 25 hours a week, but spring of 1950 found

the average time at only 19 hours a week. Many students

in these surveys reported viewing in excess of 40 hours a

week. Students in a special English-TV class reduced their

average amount of weekly viewing to 13 hours as a result

of the development of standards for judging good viewing

fare. The boys at South Shore watched television about

10 per cent more than the girls. 2

In one of his earlier studies, reported in 1949, Lewis

determined that a correlation apparently existed between

families having video receivers and the number of children

1. Phillip Lewis, "Televis ion--The Star Boarder, n
Phi Delta Kappan, XXXI (Mar., 1950), 319.

2. "Child TV Fans--and Superfans," Science Digest,
XXIX (Feb., 1951), 39.



5

belonging to that household. Of 100 students with sets at

home, only 12 per cent came from houses where they were the

only offspring. Two and three family houses were the least

represented. Almost 50 per cent of the group in this

early study reported that television did not affect their

homework. 3

Some of the physiological implications of televiewing

were revealed at South Shore by viewing tests conducted over

a six-week period using all of the popular sizes of TV sets.

A participating group of 780 students was
found to contain 752 youngsters with normal
vision. Of the balance, 166 were nearsighted
and 40 were farsighted. Two hundred thirty of
the total group tested wore corrective glasses.
It was determined that ability for sustained
viewing of the TV screen varied among those
checked as follows:

Hours
;
1
2
3
4
g

Indefinitely

Number of Students
J5
91

151
76
41
30

6
126
550

Fatigue was reported as appearing more quickly when

the program being viewed was not particularly appealing.

Some of the subjects experienced eyestrain the day following

the viewing. Those students in the "indefinite ll category

said that they experienced no fatigue during the extended

period of viewing and therefore did not indicate a top limit

of endurance. One hundred ten students noted headaches as

3. Philli-o Le1..ri s , "TV and Te n-A2"ers," Educat Lona L
Sc_r e_en, \ XVI I I ( f,nri l, 19 :-9 ) , 159-161.



6

a resul t of' wat. c h i.nc t eJJ'v is i <Jn . ( '.::' h e aut .ho r d id n or.

indica te ,{he t her thes e 110 were f r om t h e tota l ~r0 n of 71 0

or VJer ~ exc Lu s i.ve ll enb a r s of on p of" the s ub - r ou n s ; ) ';: h~

ma,i o r i t;' 0 :: thr> s e e i, t .hcr wat. c lied fo r p- xc e s sive ).:T '.0 .1 ';

p eriods o r hCt C~ or-ev iou s l v unknown vi s ua l d ef'e ct s . St.ud err t s

vrea r i.n: r;1, SSPS , for t h o r,lOs t pa rt , co uld. vra t c h t ele v i sion

s» 1 " . 1 i o d ~ . . 1,Lo r re . a ~ lvP ly o n ~er p e r lo s OI ~l J e .Y

',;:'111"> ltlO S ·'·, r o c ent r e~') o rt ( J n l ;T, 1 ( 51 ) of Lp-wi s T s H . rk

r e La t e s t .hat S Ol h Sho r e s t u d ants wh o ha d s e t s i.'o r f ou r

yea rs i: v erLli':ed on .Iy 13 ,1, h OLTS a vreek in t he i r t elevie1:Ti n -;.

~h~re '~ s 2 t end en ~v fn r girls t o ,~t c h te l p- vision l ~s s a s

t he:T ~~ot o l d e r. 'I'h i s t ~ r ]1 rl vra s evi d en t, but 11 0t c ui. t e a s

ma r'ked , i n til,., ca s e of b o y s . S ev > 1 'CV D C> ' c errt 0 f t he

s t ud en t s i n Lewi.s Ts 1.'1 s t s u r'vcy fini s eel t 1eir homevror' k

uhi l e UCl.t.ch i 1 , t e l e v :i.. s i on .

I n t h i s J a t e at s t .ud y ' c3 (j ou t o f 1100 s t ud ents rer -e

int er ~sted i n t he career pos s i bil i t i ps o f t el p- v ision .

~Ihe :c e3.s t .hr-e e yea rs pr- ev i ou s Lv vo cat i ona l i n t eres t 'ra s

limi t e d to 'nerfo~ners , onl y 37 nON ind ~ c2t e n refe r P-il ce

f or t his p os i t i on . S ~vente en ~er c ent are i ntere t ed i n

b e i n .; ca mer'a men ; 1 7 p e r c"'nt , i n t h e wor-k o f an enzLn e e r ;

s ma l l. e r perc en ta -" 8 8 , in t.he wor-k o f a n a r t ist , d Lr -e c t or ,

ma k eup a id , li>!ht in~ t. nchm c i.a n , co s t ume d 2s i r ;J.1 p r , s no rts
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announcer, model, general announcer, and script writer.

Of the 1100, 319 have visited a television studio as

spectators and 99 have performed or made appearances on

television shows.

Evidence for the operation of a "novelty factor" was

the responses of those students who had television longest:

13 said that they do not like television, 29 watch only

when the most interesting shows are on, 6 said that they

now listen to the radio more than they watch TV, and 2 said

that they are tired of the "same old programs.,,5

A press communique from Roselle, New Jersey, dated

March 13, 1950 reported results of a s t ud y at the Abr a ham

Clark High School of Ros el l e . This investigation was

mainly concerned with the effect of televiewing on scholastic

grades. Of a total enrollment of 900 students, 310

indicated that they either had sets in their homes or watched

regularly on receivers in neighoor's homes.

In one phase of the study, two groups of 25 s't .udent.a

with approximately the same Intelligence Quotients were

matched. One group had television sets in their homes,

the other hnd not. The pupils without home receivers

averaged 19 per cent better in gr ades than those who

possessed them.

Seventy-eight per cent of the students who watched

television more than 25 hours a week had poorer marks than

5. Bruce M. Br-adway, "High-School Students' TV Habits,"
Education Digest, l~II (Oct., 1951), 11-12.



before the advent of television. Of those who spent 10

hours a week or less watching television, only 14 per cent

experienced a decline in grades from the pre-television era.

This study included junior high school students.

Television was found to have adversely affected the grades

of approximately four times as many of these students as it

did those in the eleventh and twelfth grades. 6

The report to follow appeared in September, 1950 and

is the most comprehensive of any in the literature of tele

vision surveys. This survey covered a group of 447 students

of the Burdick Junior High School, Stamford, Connecticut.

Complete results were as fOllows: 7

Set Ownership
Out of the total participating:

223 had television sets at home
224 had no television sets at home.

Of the 224 not having sets of their own:
130 looked at television regularly on a
neighbor's set.

Length of Ownership
Of those having television sets at hone:

94 had had set less than six months
49 had had set for mor e than six mont hs
$0 had had set for more than a year.

Hours of Viewin~

Of tnose wit~ sets in their homes, average
amount of tL~e spent looking at television was:

3.86 hours daily
3.7 hours Mondays through Fridays
4.2 hours Saturdays
4.3 hours Sundays.

6. New York Times, March 14, 1950.

7. nOne High School Surveys Television's Effect On
Pupils, n School and College Hanagement, XX (Sept., 1950),
21-22.



Of those who look at a neighbor's set,
average amount of time spent looking at
television was:

2.64 hours spent daily
2.5 hours Mondays through Fr-Ldays
3.0 hours Saturdays
3.0 hours Sundays.

Television in Education
To the question of whether a television
program ever had been made a part of a home
work assignment, students with sets replied:

3 regularly
68 sometimes

158 never.

Homework of Those with Home Sets
On the-question-of whether television
made it -more difficult to find time to
do homework:

24 yes
197 no.

On the question of when the homewor-k
is done:

6 after looking at television
190 before looking at television

27 between programs.

On whether parents have ever told student
they believe television interferes with
doing his homework:

16 regularly
110 sometimes

96 never.

On whether the student thinks television
interferes with completion of his homework:

8 often
55 once in a while
60 seldom
99 never.

Reading of Those with Home Sets
On wnether televisron-has affected amount
of time devoted to reading:

14 devote more time
154 devote same time

51 devote less time.

9



Eating Supper for Those with Home Sets
On whether~ey ate supper whire-Iooking
at television:

12 regularly
64 occasionally
38 infrequently

106 never.

Program Preferences of Those.with Sets
On who selects tEe majorlty of progra~s
students see:

74 selection made by students
89 selection made by parents
59 selection made by both parents and

students.

Regarding types of programs, preferred
order was:

1. Feature films
2. Sports
3. Vaudeville shows.

On specific programs enjoyed most,
order was:

1. Milton Berle .
2. Ed Sullivan's "Toast of the Town"
3. Six-Gun Playhouse
4. Wrestling
5. Captain Video

10

On question of whether
programs became boring

184 yes
87 no.

some types of
to students:

Movies
Outdoor Exercise
Sports Events
Church

On types of programs specifically listed
as most boring, order was:

1. Discussion programs
2. Vaudeville shows
3. Illusical programs.

Outside Activities of Those with Sets

On whether they devoted more, less, or
the same time to specific outside activities:

More Less Same
25 150 25
94 52 36
86 46 39

100 10 50
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On whether television had increased
student's interest in events outside of
the school and home:

186 yes
36 no.

On how much they listened to the radio
after their families had television:

4 more than before
47 about the same
94 much less
75 hardly ever.

Walter H. Kaiser reported the results of his television

survey in February, 1951.

As librarian of the Wayne County (Michigan) Library

he supervised the interviewing of 207 of the library's

patrons. In classifying his subjects he distinguishes

"young peopl e" from llchildrenll• The greatest number of

"young peopLe" answering anyone question was 19. Although

this study contains a smaller number of subjects it is

reviewed here with the hope that junior and senior high

school students are contained in this group:

Question I: In what; way has the acqui
sition of television affected your reading of
books and ~agazines from the library?

No. Per Cent

Read J!Iore
Read Less
Read Same Amount

2
7

10

10.5
37.0
53.0



Question II: How has television affected
the reading habits of your children? (This
check question directed to parents).

No. Per Cent

12

Read Mor-e
Read Less
Read Same Amount

4
32
85

3.3
26.4
70.4

Ques t i on III: Have you ever seen or heard
anything on television which prompted you to
borrow books or ma gazines from the library?

No. Per Cent

Yes
No

8
8

50.0
50.0

Question IV: Did you read less i~nediately

after the acquisition of television?

No. Per Cent

Yes
No Change

13
5

72.0
27.7

Question V: How long before your reading
picked up again?

No. Per Cent

1-6 months 11 100.0
Over 6 months 0 0.0

Question VI: Did you ever r eturn to the
amount of reading you did before you had
television?

No . Per Cent

Yes
No

10
6

63.0
37.5
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Question VII: Has television changed the
kind of reading you now do? (Do you read less
entertaimaent type books? More practical type
books?)

No. Per Cent

Yes
No

3
15

16.6
83.3

It must be remembered that only those who continued to use

the library were interviewed there.

This survey found that the r eading of young people

and children declined by about 36 per cent. The author

registered concern because, if this figure is typical, total

library circulation will be greatly decreased; for these

two zr oups account for 60-75 per cent of all library

. 1 t" 8Clrcu a lon.

Leiber Anker reported the results of m s TV survey

in April, 1951. 9 He constructed a questionnaire which was

completed by the 84 boys and girls of his tenth-grade

English class at Hetuchen (Nevi Jersey) High School. The

56 students who watched television spent an average of

19 hours per week before a set. Three hours per 11eek per

pupil were spent with reading matter other than school

work.

One of the questions was:

8. i'Jalter H. Kaiser, "Television and Reading, II
Library Journal, LXXVI (Feb., 1951),348-50.

9. Leiber Anker, IITelevision Here I Come," English
Journal, XL (April, 1951), 218-20.
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Do you believe t ~,-a t t he r aG10 ami t ele 
vis ion 'stor i es' (dramatizations ) whi ch you
enjoy are more usef~l to you i n your da i l y
lif e in t he wa ys just listed tha n a r e -t hp.
books you have r-aad in 1!:n gl i sh cla ss t his
year?

Forty pupils a ri svrer ed "Ye s " to t his ou est i on , 38 answer -ed

IINo ,lI and () did no t a n swer . 'I'he l i st to 'which t he ouest Lon

r ef e r s Has as follows:

a) Not useful at a l l .

b) I ncr ea sed my und e r-st .andi. n z of pe opl e .

c) Gave me helpful i dea s about good and evi l ,
sacrifice, ' love , ob edience ,
t ol e r a nce , hig h ideals, et c .

d) Heloed Qe ma ke de cisions in my Ol m

lif e .

e ) Ga ve I e a broa de r und ersta nd in~ of life
in ,,:,c: ner a l .

f) Increa sed my en jo' rnen t of r eading .

g ) Improved my r ea d i ng t ast es .

Ano t he r i n ortant quest i 8n tms :

Have the bo oks you ha ve rea d i n En~li s h

class helped you t o wld er s t a nd a nd en j oy r a dio
and t elev i s i on dramas?

'-l:'hj.rty-ei i!,; ht s t udents answer -ed "Yes , ' L~4 an swer -ed ilI'Io , ·r

and 2 did not answ er .

'I'he author express ed opt I ra i sm vri t h the an swer-s to the

f'or ego Lng quest i ons be caus e t he y s howed t ha t only 50 per

cent of t he s ophomor es bel i e ve d t hat 'cel ev is ion pr-og r-ams
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were more useful to t h em t han the class ics, a nd ~ roxi -

mat. ol. v 50 per c ent be l i eve d tha t; t he cLo as i cs h e l p ed t.hem

to unde r s t a nd r adio a nd televi s i on cn -ama s ,

'l'h e fa vorit e p r-o t r ums of An k e r' T s s t u d ents vrer e :

j~ l l 3 no ~ts Pro n:raills
Ar thu r odfrey T S 'I 'aLent; ~3 conts
Pa ul ; !h i t ia n r S ',;.' f' '''n - :.,... e CLu b
L 'i 'ht.s Out
'I'oa s t of the ·.L O"Hn
Cave; l ca de of S t a r s

A study by ~ Oj:l C. Batt i n , a n i n s truc to r a t t h e Un i vers i t y

of ,: ii c )l i .=:cln , An n .'1. 1'1) 0 1' , .Lc h .i.ga n , wa s r ep orted on u is t 13 ,

1951. He s ur-v cv ed h , 0 00 s t ud ent s i n s Lx t.e en . n n Ar-oor

s choo ls . nr 2. o e s on t.hr-ough t.we Lv e ,'.'ere cove r e d i n t hi s

survey. S eci r i c f jn in ~s f or t h o h i h sc hool s r evea l e d

tha t n inth a nd tent h ::;r a d e r s b "a n t heir v i ewi,n after

dinner a nd. GO er cent of t h em conti nued v i cvri.n « un t i l 10: )0 1 . 1

Se n i o r h i ch sc ho ol st.uderrt s b e van t h e i, viewi n _, a bou t; 6 : iO P . T-L

':'heir h eavy vi al,ri n e: bp, n a :-l out 8 :0n P . !l . , a n La s t ed t h ~ (1 u rrh

10: 30 P . n. '.ee - end n i.... ht vi evri.n g vra s 10 r f o all r;r U) S ,

vri.th onl ab ou t 20 per cent vra't ch i.n c '~'V . Av era e i re ek Ly

v i evri.n « ti me oI' t he en t i r e s ampLe was 19i ho u r-s a vre ek ,

Ba t t i n express e d t h e opinion t ha t t h i s f i u r e wa s not

da n .c r ous be caus e the vi eHin o: \<Tel,S b r-o k en UD into s-,1 ,:1.11 p er i ods

each da y.lO

I ost of the s t udies j us t r'evi.ewed vrer-e presented in

10. Detr i t Free Press , . u ~us t l ~ , 1 9 51.
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the literature as swwjaries only. For this reason many of

the figures cited were mere approximations and the subjects

were inadequately described. It is hoped that the chapter

to follow will leave no questions with its readers.



CHAPTER III

METHOD AND RESULTS

This study attempts to present a picture of the

television interests and vfev...in~ habits of a particular

group of high school students by use of the questionnaire

technique. The picture will be composed of a description

of the subjects, a description of the questionnaire and

its administration, and a tabulation of results with

sufficient comment t~ indicate their derivation.

'I'he Subjects

This study was conducted in the Lincoln High School,

Ferndale, ~lichigan. Ferndale is a suburban community

adjacent to the northwest boundary of Detroit. The

boundaries of the School District of the City of Ferndale

do not coincide with those of the town itself. Population

of the school district is 31,500. 1 Lincoln High School is

the only public high school in the district. At the time

of this survey (April 11, 12, and 16, 1951) the schoolls

enrollment was 1,411. Composition of the student body and

of the sample surveyed are compared in Table I. The age

range of the students in this sample was 13-19.

1. The Board of Education arrived at this figure by
countin~ the dwellings in an aerial photograph of the school
district (9,000) and multiplying by an estimated 3.5
inhabitants per dwelling.

17
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BL :~ I...

\ ,., ADF. -S
,. cm.p.."':c :nF O? rn ..-, o 'l'TiflY 3 ' lPLE . 1mr ... ,

rTlt ......,
~C>~ . L S':.'UD- ~I r.;.' BODYJ.. ... 1 oJ

Sempl e J t ud en t 0

Grad e Bo s 8-i r l '" ~ot~l Bov s Gi r l s '.:.' ot a l

q 56 55 111 229 206 l~3 5

10 33 z t; 57 167 198 365

11 48 57 105 152 163 315

12 [",·7 53 1 0 138 15 r ~ 296

'::.'ot a l s 1 , 1$9 373 686 725 1411

I t, . tc s nc c es s a r- £'0 "" t he s t ' , nts i n t h i s t.uc - to

Ld en t i f'j t P."" l s e l cs a n h~n c e f or p r ud ent ' 1 rea s i n s vre

c for i a t i on on t e i r s o c io - c cono:::i c s t a t.u s .

Jns t . r t o his s t nd h wev r , ::" i n co a t ~ i n

i n i " 11 i n wh i ch t he r es on en "s r e: .a i ned

a non' : u s . ra 1 ~ I I s urru ia rLs S ilL rna tt n ob t a i. ed f r om

11. J i n c e 1 ,2hl 0

Li nco n t c 1 , 1;-11 s t dent s ns u er ed t his O U C t i on we ha ve ,_c

· ene: a l i . d i ca t L on of t h e s t ud e nt, dy ' s s lJatus .



TABLE II

RESPONS ' "THICH INDI CAT · TH2 GErER.; L SOCIO-EC Of-HC
LEVEL OF 1241 LINCOLN HIG H SCHOOL S:'UDEN:'S::c

19

Response

We Have An Electric
VacutDn Cleaner

We Have An Electric
Or Gas Refrigerator

We Have A Bathtub Or
Shower \'1i th Running
viater

We Have A Telephone

We Have Two Automobiles

I Have Had Paid Lessons
In Dancing, Drama, Art,
Or Musdc

My Father Graduated From
High School

Number

1153

1188

1206

1129

403

738

622

Per Cent

93

96

97

91

32

60

50

*From Lincoln's worksheet for Poll no. 28 of the
Purdue Opinion Panel: Remmers, H. H., • J. rucker,
M. S. ly er s , and E. I. Bennett. "Some Per-aonaLft y
Aspects and Religious Values of High School Youth. 1I

imeographed report of Poll No. 28 of the Purdue
Opinion Panel, Divisi0n of ~du cat i nal Reference,
Lafayette, Indiana, V. la, No.3, Mar ch , 1951, Pp. 21.
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The Instrument and Its Administration

The questionnaire used in this study is contained in

Appendix A. It was modelled after the Stamford question

naire. 2 Items 4, 5, and 11 are innovations, and item 13

was verbally added at the suggestion of the subjects.

The questionnaire was administered by this writer on

April 11 (Thursday), 12, and 16, 1951 to 15 Social Studies

(Sociology, ~merican History, Government, Economics,

Geography) classes, and to 1 English (Communications)

class. These c~sses were selected by direction of the

school's pr i nc i pa l . Administration was during the regular

class time in the regular room occupied by the class. There

was an average of 24 students in each of these cLasses ,

The entire class hour (54 minutes) was devoted to the

project. Completion of the questionnaire proper required

from 30 to 45 minutes. In the remaining time the students

were invited to offer suggestions for the improvement of

the questionnaire. As was stated previously, this call

for suggestions led to the addition of item 13. In the

majority of instances the teachers remained in the room

while the questionnaire was being administered.

The questionnaire was introduced as a project for a

Master's thesis. The students were assured that their

responses would be kept confidential. They were asked not

2. 1l0ne High School Surveys Television's Effect on

S
PUPti l S

b
, II _~clhg'~ol ~_r:d College ~~na&~.!1l ent , sx, 21-22,

en ern er, / ..l •
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to communicate with each other during the time the

questionnaire was being completed. It was expJa ined that

such communication would invalidate the results. The

questionnaire was read item by item. Succeeding items were

not read until all students had completed the current one.

Subjects were instructed not to proceed ahead of the group.

Quest i ons were welcomed provided they did not refer to

specific television programs. Those students who did not

look at television regularly were instructed to complete

items 8b and 12 only. A total of 373 students completed

the questionnaire.

Results

A complete tabulation of the results is presented in

Table III. The numbers at the left margin of the table

correspond to the number of the questionnaire items from

which the information was obtained.

TABLE III

TABULATION OF QUESTIONNAI RE RESULTS

1. Set Ownership
& ---267 of the 373 students l71.58%) have sets in
6. their homes. Only 4 of the 267 set owners did not

look at TV regularly, i.e., they did not check the
log on pa ge 2 of the questionnaire.

64 students l17.16%) are regular teleViewers, even
though they have no set at home.

42 students (11.26%) do not look at television
regularly, i.e., they did not check the log, but
18 of this number indicated 2 or more favorite
programs.
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TABLE III (Cont'd)

2. Length of Ownership
On when-Set was received:

1947. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1948. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1949. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . .
1950 (from January to vacation) . . . . . . .
During summer vacation. . . . . . . . •
Between beginning of school and fhanksgiving.
Between Thanksgiving and Christmas ..
Between Christmas and the present

(April, 1951) .•.....
Indicated set ownership only. . . .
Indicated set received be fore vacation, 1950.

4
15
71
54
33
37
27

18
3

~
3. Favorite Programs

Numbers represent the sum of votes on a 1 to 10
basis:

Boys

(140 set owners, 26 setless viewers, and 6 "non-vaewer-s ;")

1) Milton Berle. • . . . • • • . . . . . .. 532
2) Arthur Godfrey (No further specification)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 403
Arthur Godfrey Talent Scouts. .. 54
Arthur Godfrey and His Friends.. 38

Total. . . . . . 495
3) Toast of the Town. . . . . 431
4) Baseball. . . 333
5) Hockey. . . . . • • 332
6) Comedy Hour . • . • . • . • . • . . . .. 276
7) Broadway Open House lincludes 51 points

. for Jerry Lester) 241
8) Your Show of Shows. 231
9) Fred Waring . . 210

10) Lights Out. . . 210

Girls

(127 set owners, 38 setless viewers, and 12 "non-cv.Lewar-a , TI)

1) Arthur Godfrey lNo further specification)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 471

Arthur Godfrey ~alentScouts . . • 127
Arthur Godfrey and His Friends.. 84

Total. . . • • . . • • •• 682
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3. Favorite Programs (Cont'd)

Girls (Cont'd)

23

2) 1-1ilton Berle. · · · · · · . . . . . 464
3) Toast of the Town · · · · · · · . . . . . 354
4) Broadway Open House (includes 102 points

for Jerry Lester) · · · · · · 303
5 ) Lights Out. · · · · · 257
6) Fred TJlaring · · · · 253
7) Your Show of Shows. · · · · 247
8) Hit Parade. · · · · · · · 247
9) Comedy Hour · · · 202

10) i'he \veb . . · · · · · · 190

4. Teachers' and Parents' Recommendations
a) On whether teachers recommend particular

television programs:
Of 331 (267 plus 64) viewers, 165 (49.8%)
answered "Yes," 165 answered "No," and 1
did not check the item.

Among the programs recommended were:

Senate Crime Investigation.•.
Ne'1t15 • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Plays-Drama (includes Hamlet,

S. Maugham Theater, etc.) ••
Fred Waring • . • • • • . •
President's Speeches.•.. . .

106
23

16
14

9

b) On whether parents recommend particular
television programs:

Of 331 viewers, 90 (27.1%) answered "Yes,"
240 answer-ed "No," and 1 did not check the
item.

~~ong the programs recommended were:

. .Senate Crime Investigations . • . .
Arthur Godfrey..••.
Toast of the Town • • • •
Studio One..••••.••••
World Adventure Series.

. . . 11
9
5
4
4

Others included various types of educational
programs (18), plays-drama (14), comedy
shows (13), religious programs (8),
musical programs (8), serials (8), and
sports progra~s (7).
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TABLE III (Conttd)

Parental Prohibition
On whether parents advised the students not to look
at particular television programs:

Of 331 viewers, 59 (17.8%) answered "Yes,"
270 answered "No," and 2 did not check the
item.

Among the programs warned against were:

"Crime Shows". •
Suspense ..
Lights Out • • .
The \~Teb.....
Milton Ber1e • •

Others were Broadway Open House (4), Westerns
(3), and Hockey Games (2).

17
12
11

6
6

6. Viewing Time
Average Viewing Time Per

Boys . • .
Girls. . . . . . . .
Total. . . . . .

Week,
Hours
19.98
20.12
20.01

By Sex (Home Sets):
N

140
127
267

Average Viewing Time

9th .•
10th .
11th ..
12th •.
Total. .

Per Week,
Hours
21.38
24.51
16.11
18.02
20.01

By Grades (Home

· . .· . . . . . .

Sets) :
N--ss
42
75
65

267

. Average Viewing Time Per Week, By Length of Set
Ownership:

Set Obtained:
Hours N

1947 · · · · • · 22.81 · · . . "4
1948 · · · · 17.78 · · · 15
1949 · · · · . 19.66 71
1950 · · · · . . · · · 17.58 · · · 54(January to vacation)
During swa~er vacation 23.09 · · 33Between the beginning

of school and
'l'hanksgiving . · · · 18.35 · · · · 37Between Thanksgiving

22.69and Christmas. · · · · · · · . 27
Between Christmas

and April, 1951 · · · 19.81 · · · · 18
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~ABLE III (Cont'd)

6. Vie,..,ing ~ime (Cont' d )

Average Vie\'lin6 Time Per Days of the \'leek:

Monday , •
~uesday .
~Ilednesday

~hursday.

Friday..
Saturday. . .
Sunday....

Totals. . . . .

Horne Sets
(N-267)

2.47
2.55
2.32
2.43
2.36
3.88
3.98

19.99

Setless Vie\'lers
(N-64)

0.87
0.75
1.05
0.91
1.21
2.03
1. 70
8.52

Range of the weekly vie\ring time is 0-56.50 for those
with home sets and 0.50-37.75 for those viewers who
do not have sets at home.

Sixteen set o\~ers watch television durin their lunch
hour for a weekday average of 0.48 hours.

7. r- :orni nG Vim....ers
Thirty-one set owners are regular televiewers on
weekday morninss between 7:00 and $:15. The average
viewing time for this gr oup is half an hour (0.50)
a morning.

8. Homework
ar-On When Homework Was Done:

After looking at television 7
Before looking at television .• 122
No set plan • • . • • • . . . . 145
IfDuring television progra~s".. 2
Did not check item..•.... -22

Viewers . . . . . • . . 331

. · 4.10 140
4.98 126. · 4.54 266

· 4.64 . . . . 61

· 6.12 . . . . 37

Home Sets:
Boys .
Girls. . .
~otal..•..

Non-Va ewer-s :

Setless Viewers:

b) Average ~~ount of Time Per Week Spent on Homework:
Hours N



26

TABLE III (Conttd)

9. Activities
a) On whether students enter into specific activities

more, less, or to the same extent that they- did
before they began watching television. Numbers
are percentages:

Home Sets----
Boys: (N-140)

More Less Same Not Checked
Movl es 9:3 4D} 47.9
Outdoor Exercise 19.3 6.4 74.3
Attending Sports

Events 18.6 20.7 58.6 2.1
Reading 8.6 41.4 50.0
Homework 4.3 27.1 66.4 2.1
Radio 2.9 81.4 15.7

Girls: (N-127)

More Less Same Not Checked
Movies 9:4 41.7 I;:O":5 2.4
Outdoor Exercise 8.7 18.1 71.7 1.6
Attending Sports

Events 13.4 18.1 65.4 3.1
Reading 6.3 41.7 50.4 1.6
Homewor-k 3.9 32.3 63.0 0.8
Radio 5.5 70.7 22.8 0.8

Set1ess Viewers

Boys: (N-24)

More Less Same Not Checked
Movies 12:5 80 75:G 4.2
Outdoor Exercise 25.0 12.5 62.5
Attending Sports

Events 20.8 25.0 50.0 4.2
Reading 12.5 20.8 62.5 4.2
Homework 4.2 12.5 79.3 4.2
Radio 8.3 37.5 54.2

Girls: (N-37)

More Less Same Not Checked
r'lovies 10.8 13.5 73.0
Outdoor Exercise 16.2 5.4 75.7
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TABLE III (Cont'd)

9. Activities (Cont'd)

Setless Viewers (Cont'd)

Girls: (N-37) (Cont'd)

More Less Same Not Checked
Attending Sports

18.9 67.8Events 13.5
Reading 18.9 21.6 59.5
Homewor-k 10.8 10.8 78.4
Radio 18.9 21.6 59.5

b) On the extent of decline in radio listening among
those who listen less than before:

Home Sets

Boys:
Listen much less ...
Listen hardly ever. .
Never listen any more .
Not appreciably less ..

(N-114) Per Cent
-~

45.6
2.6
7.9

Girls: (N-90)
Listen much less....
Listen hardly ever. . • .
Never listen any more . . .
Not appreciably less .•..

Setless Viewers

Boys: (N-9)
Listen much less••..
Listen hardly ever. • .
Not appreciably less ..

Girls: 0:- 6)
Listen much less •••
Listen hardly ever. . . .
Not appreciably less ..

36.7
41.1
3.3

lEL9

66.6
22.2
11.1

25.0
25.0
50.0
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10. Homework - Parental Concern
On the frequ ency of parents' vra rn.Lnga that television
was interfering with homevTork:

Often .
Once in
Seldom.
Never •
Did not

a whLLe .

.
check item.

Total .

. . 18
· 64
• 81
.103

1
267

Setless Vie\'Ters

Oft en . . . . . . . . . .
Once in a while ".
SeLdom , •
Never •
Did not check item.

Total •

. . . . . . 1
4

· 10
. • • 40

. . . . . .--2
64

11. Programs Reguested £z Students
On the features and type of programs students would
like to see more:

Boys
(140 set owners, 26 setless viewers)

Sports Events•••..••••
Comedy Shows • • • • • . .
"Good" and "Recent" Movies • •
Mys t er i es ...••...•••
Mus i ca l Programs • • • • • • . . • .

Girls
(127 set ovmers, 38 setless viewers)

58
50
28
22
17

. . .

Musical Programs . . • • • • •
"Good" and "Recent" I','Iovi es •
Comedy Shows • • • . . . • .
Talent Programs. • . • . . . • . • .
Teen-Age Programs••.•.

. . . .. . . .
. . .

49
37
26
21
16
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~ABLE III (Cont'd)

Scholastic Grades
(Item 12 of the ouest ionnaire called for the student's
name. It was only by the voluntary self-identification
of the student that it was possible to obtain these
grades. "AT: grades were given a numerical value of
4, "B," 3, etc.):

1.71 7
200 . . . m
2.19 58

2.08 40

Home Sets
I947 -.-.-. . . . . .
1948 . . . . . . . .
1949 . . . . . . . . . . . .
1950 (January to vacation) .
During summer vacation • .
Between beginning of school and

~hanksgiving . . . . • • • . . .
Between ~hanksg~ving and Chr i s t mas
Between Christ~as and Apr i l , 1951.
Indicated set ownership only, or

set received before summer
vacation, 1950 ....

'I'o t.aL Average

Setless Vievlers

Non-Viewers . .•.

Grade
Average

2.58
2.25
2.20
2.32
2.14

2. 22
2.33
2.24

N
-3

14
62
50
27

34
26
18

Scholastic Grades and Viewing ~i:ne (Horne Sets):
1-7 hours per week • . .• 2.27 24
35 or more hours per week. • .• 2.17... 23

(13. ) Eyestrain

On the frequency with whi ch television has bothered
the - eyes (Quest ion was submitted to 216 students ):

Once in a while....
Seldom . . . . . . . . . . . .
Not seriously enou~h to ment i on . .

Often. . . . . . . . . . . . 2
1
1

...212
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A note at the beginning of the questionnaire attempted

to determine the number of non-viewers (occasional viewers).

Students who indicated that they were non-viewers,

however, often made entries in the log on page 2 of the

questionnaire, thus signifying that they watched television

at regular times during the week. It was by means of the

log, finally, that viewers were separated from non-viewers.

~hose 64 students who did not have television sets at

home, but did make entries on page 2 of the questionnaire,

are designated as "Setless Viewers" throughout Table III.

Although the introductory note to the quest ionnaire assumes

that these setless viewer-s do their televiewing at the

homes of neighbors and friends, questionnaire item 6 calls

for a listing of the student's regular televiewing times,

regardless of where this viewing is done. Those 42 students

without home sets who failed to make any entries in the

log were deSignated "Non-Viewers. 1I Eighteen of t his group,

however, listed two or more favorite programs, thereby

admitting at least an exposure to the new medium. Of the

267 students with sets at home only four did not check

regular viewing time in the log. For the sake of convenience

they are still counted as viewers and their various

responses are included under the heading of "Home Sets. 1t

This introduces only a slight error at most.

A check-off list of major holidays was prepared in
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orde r t o a i d t he set ovmer s i n r e ca l lin t h e da te t heir set

Ha s r8cl? ived . I t Has ori ~inally haDed t hat t his i t em i'iou ld

~ake poss ible t h e observation o f t h e pro ~ 1' e s s ive e f f ec t s of

televiewi n g ( i f a ny ) upon the s cholas t i c reco r d of the

student. Ho «ev er , onl.y t h e C1..ETent ;:;; r a d e s VJe r e Lnu18d i at ely

a va.iLaol. e , I'hr e e of t re 267 s et own r s fa i l e d 'co ind icat e

vrhen t h e i ~ s ot s wer-e r eceiv ed . 'I'h e r er a i n :i.ng r e s p ond en t s

mav 0 e c. ,) ~)ro :x: ' a t e l v d i v i d ed i n to t he fa 1101 Ln ~ GrOL1.~s :

149 s t u d ent s hs d a t e l e v i s :L n set a t home for mo r'e than a

y a ~, 70 s t.udent.s had a s et for m r e t ha n six iorr t .hs , arid

4 5 ha d home s et s f'o r less t.ha n s i x onc he ,

r;.' ~ A ou eet.Lo nna i r'o ca lled for t h e s t ud ent ' s 10 f a vorite

D1'o l' . s i n order of Dr f'e r e C t=: . '':: l1e m. j o r ity of vi ~1 'Je l ' s

c omo l. er.cd the L 'i st.Ln , of' 10 . I n t h t.a bu La t Lon a vre i, lit of

10 Has a s s i, zned to .) 1' 0 zr a ms l i s t e d a s Ho . 1 , a He ' , 11 t of

9 to t he a . 2 p r-o ci -a n , e t c . '::h e d Lr-e ct t ons f or t l j .s it em

did not a pec i. f'y a n: part i cn l l' s e a s on or s ec so n s . ..11 of

the days on 'ih - eh t h e les tionnaire Has ad i nist e red 1.:er e

ba I L p Vt=' r Tr 1Cl r t hus a c count; f o r t h e boy s Li.s t i.n g of t .hi

t elp.v i r; i :m fea t u r e amon a a ';ro .n of vrl n t.c r p r o ::;1'a us • '.Ii""11

thi s on e exc errt Lo n i t s e ems va l i d to a s s ume t ha t f' av o r-Lt.es we r e

c ho s en f' r-om il nerrt a L r-ev i ew of t h e c urrent o r "vrl n t.e r -'

s eas on on l y. .~ s urvey i n thp mi.d dLr- o f sumn er- va ca r.i.on

mir<:ht y i.e Ld errt i r c17 d Lf'f' e r ei t r e suLt s .
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The boys' list of favorite pro grams contains the

identical four comedy programs and two variety programs that

the girls chose. The girls selected two musical programs

and two mystery programs, while the boys only placed one

each in these categories. In place of the extra musical

and mystery programs the boys favored two sports events

programs to comoLet;e the list of ten. "Br-oadway Open House,"

one of the comedy shows favored by both groups, was telecast

Monday through Friday between 11:00 P. M. and midnight.

The rest of the favorites, with the exception of sports

events, were weekly programs. Educational or discussion

type programs were conspicuously absent from the listings

of both boys and gi r l s .

The item relating to the teacher's recommendations of

television pr-ogra-ns is significant only when the percentage

of set owners among teachers is consiciered. r'o rma inquiring

as to set ownership were distributed to 64 administrators,

counselors, and teachers. Of 57 forms returned, only 15

revealed set ownership. Only 23.44 per cent of the faculty,

then, admit to set ownership.

Just before the administration of this questionnaire,

television sets were made available at Lincoln High School

and all of the students had an opportunity to witness the

Senate Grime Investigations. These investigations were

discussed in the various Social Studies classes. These facts

may partly account for the large number of teacher
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recommenaations given to the investigations.

~he teacher and parent recommendations mentioned in

~able III do not include all of the programs that students

listed as recommended. The table gives only the programs

most often cited and the number of times that they were

na~ed by the students. Some students noted several progra~s

as being recommended. All of these programs were included

in the original tally.

Perhaps the most startling figures in this investigation

are those which reveal the lack of parental concern for the

viewing fare offered their children. oy student admission,

only 27.14 per cent of the parents recommend programs and

only 17.8 per cent censor or advise against programs.

Average viewing time per week was tabulated by two

different methods. ~he first method consisted of totaling

the hours per week for each student who had a television

set at home. 'I'he questionnaires ,..ere then separated as to

sex and grade and the weekly viewing time was added and

avera~ed a~cordingly. ~his method yielded a total weekly

average of 20.01 hours of viewing time for students with

home sets. ~here did not appear to be a linear relationship

with respect to grade, since the high point 'It/as reacned at

grade ten with a mean of 24.51 and the low point occurred

at grade eleven with the mean of 16.11 hours. ~his method

of individual tabulation also made possible the calculation

of the average weekly viewin~ time for various periods of
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ownership. Here again, no pattern or trend appeared.

The second method of tabulating weekly viewing t~le was

by making master tallies of all the entries on page 2

of the questionnaire. Entries of students with home sets

and entries of setless vie~ers were tallied separately.

(Complete tallies for both gr oups are contained in Appendix B).

This method offered a picture of the most popular days and

viewing periods of television fans. Totalling the daily

entries of set owners gave a weekly total of 19.99 hours.

Because this method of tabulation ~as more susceptible to

error and because there are no external cross-checks on the

figures, the previous average of 20.01 hours per week for

set owners is considered to be the more reliable statistic.

Totalling the daily viewing of setless viewers gave 8.52

hours as the average weekly viewing time.

The range of the weekly viewing time is 0-56.50 hours

for those with home sets and 0.50-37.50 hours for those who

do not have sets at home. In the calculation of the effect

of televie~nng upon scholastic grades it was discovered

that 23 of the students with home s ets watch television for

35 or more hours a week. One eleventh grade boy indicated

that he devoted 11.50 hours of his Sundays to television.

The before-school and lunch-hour viewers all belonged to

the home set group.

As might be expected, Saturday and Sunday were the most
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popular viewing a ys . Stua ents with sets in t heir ho. es

snent 3.8S hours before the sets on a t ur da ys , and 3. 98

hours on Sundays. The ',londay-throu h- ii'riday ave r a e for

this gr oup was 2.43 hours. Students ,\'i t hout home sets

avera.£;ed 2.03 hours on Saturdays and 1.70 hours on Sundays.

Their . onda y- t hr ough- Fr i day viewin avera e WctS 0. 9 .

As to the most popular viewing periods, setless viewers

f'oLl.ow pa t t er-ns similar t v those of set owner-s , For both

groups the period of heaviest viewing is from 8:00 P.

to about 10:15 P. ~. Viewing after 10:15 is considerably

gr ea t er on Friday, Saturday, and Sund ' ni ht s than on the

other evenings. Glose inspection of the log entries of

students in the various grades faile d to disclose v i.evri.ng

patterns peculiar to a ny one gr ade . It miglt be expected

that f'r-eahman vrouLd confine their viewing to t he ea r l i er

evening hours while seniors extend their viewin t Jrro ~h

the later transmission tim s. This was not t he case.

Students of all ~rad es subscribed to t he various viewin~

times in approximat ely eaual ratios. Once a a i n it might

be well to remenber that a survey of the same subjects

durin~ a different season might find them gravitating to,~rd

different vl evnng periods and might reveal Li i f fe r ent total

viewing times.

The figures on homework cannot be presented v/ithout

qualification. ~any recognized and unreco - nized f a ctors

influence the time a student cevot es to after-school stu



Assif;n.l ent O T n on-u s c i. v n ment o f honiework a t L i.nc oLn Hi ','h

Scho o l i s t h o prero ,,;ativp. of t h e Lnd i. v i.duaL JC ''''rJ. c l1e r . Dur' :i ~

the Lrrt e r-v i ews "Thi c h p r e c ed ed t llA s el ection of l,'e r nd2.1e a s

cl1 e t c s t sit e, bo t h t.ne S u:p erinten( ~ P''-I t o f S c hools a nd the

Pr ~.nc ina l of L f.n co Ln exn r-c s s ed t119 v i e'v! tha t homewor-k i:l i c.;h.t
- -

not b e d e a c r'v Ln-t o f the unc ont ested ni che i t has pr-e v.iou s Ly

en j oy od i n s e conda i-y edu ca t.Lon , Doth a dm'i.n i a t.r'a t o r s t.hou vht;

thil, ~ ', o t he r a ct i v i ti ps r,l i po h t be fla r e b n o r t a n t t o t h e ovcrv-a .l.L

look ed i n -Chis ~ o n s id erat i D n . Su ch ~en erR l v i ews are t h e un -

wr- Lt t en po l.Lcv Jf t h e 3 CI1,) 0 1 a n« t i1"~ : r mu s t be o caLl.ed ,,',11 n

cons i d e rin t h e f'L z u r e s on ho .iewo rk ,

a lso Lnf' Lu enc e s t i J l8 d e v o t ed t o hO·11e1,'TOd~ . l\nO D'~ on r s nn p L P.

',2h p amount. of ou t.s i d e at.u rt v L 1 t h ese co u r-s c s va r Le s b y

a "~a ins t el i v Ld i n v OU l ' s : mp l e a c co r cL n r~ t o cur-r -ic u La . An

overvre i.x ht i n -r in a ny on e course of st.u dy could inf J.11.~'-1C e t !18

f i na l fi ":;·,lr es. St ill a no t her f :::,ctor tha t Ha s not. co rv t ro l.Led

vras t hat of cre d it hour-s , 8 0 1i1P s t nd en t s ca r r i e d f our c our-s : s ,

o t hers fi vr:o.

'..:'h p. ou e s 't i.o nna Lr-e i t e 7J. conc ern e d ',r i.+' h t.h » tim e h ) .e vrork

is done ma d e no a l l o "ra n c e f or t.hos e s t u dents who c La i raed to

d o homewo r-k .1hi1 8 ITat c h m o'!: tel evis ion . 'I 'vro s t .ud e 1 '~ S vrro: e

in t h <: notation t ha t', t he v d id houevror-k du r i.n , te lev ision .

~he ma j o r i t y o f th ~ students a d hered t o no s et plan for

c onro l. ct .Lon of ho.uevro r-k ,
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Calculation of the average weekly time for homework of

our two gr oups of viewers and one group of non-viewers gave

the only reasonable pattern of the survey, although there

were great differences in the numb er of subjects in each

group. Students with sets at home spent 4.54 hours a week

on homework, setless viewers 4.64 hours and non-viewers

6.12 hours. During the administration of the questionnaire

it was stressed that homework here meant study at home and

that study hall work was not to be included.

The question on chan~es of student participation in

various activities did not stipulate that these changes

occurred as a direct result of televie,nng, nor was this

clarified during the questionnaire's administration. It is

reasonable to asswne, however, that the majority of the

subjects interpreted the question in the light of its in

tended meaning. Novie attendance, reading, and radio

listening were the activities that had lost the most patron

age since the advent of television. Respons es of both boys

and girls were similar, except for outdoor activities. A

greater percentage of boys noted an increase in outdoor

activities (19.3 per cent as against 8.7 for the gi r l s ) ,

while a smaller percentage of boys admitted a decrease

(6.4 per cent as against 18.1 for the girls). Students with

out home sets checked a pattern similar to that of the set

ovmers but made more entries in the "Same" column.
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concern for their eyesight and thought that the questionnaire

should be employed to discover the incidence of eyestrain

among Lincoln students. The paucity of responses elicited

by this iter:1 may be due to the definition of "bother" in

the administration of the question. "Bother ll vias here

defined as a real inconvenience rather than a fleeting dis

comfort.
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GHAPTER IV

Sm~~ARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This investigation has attempted to discover the tele

vision interests and viewing habits of high school students.

A questionnaire was constructed and administered to 373

students from a high school in the Detroit area.

A r-evdevr of the literature uncovered the fact that

television interests and the amount of televiewing change

as the medium becomes more established and is made

available to a gr ea t er number of people. This phenomenon

must be kept in mind in any attempt to compare the results

of this study with previous surveys.

The 267 subjects in our April, 1951 study who had

television sets in their ho~es spent an average of 20.01

hours a week before the screens. The 64 viewers who did

not have sets at home averaged a.52 hours of weekly viewing.

Only 42 students were not regular viewers of television.

Included ~mong the favorite programs of both the boys and

girls were Mi.Lton Berle, Arthur Godfrey, IfToast of the

Town , If and "Lf.ghts Out. TI The boys also favored sports

events in their listings.

The 1949 figures for the continuing study at Ghicago's

South Shore High School revealed that one third of the

student body had television sets at home. The students

who did not have television at home had witnessed an average

40
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In all the studies just summarized none of the weekly

viewing averages for students with sets at home was lower

than 19 hours. Favorite programs of t he various survey

groups included comedy shows and variety shows, but as a

group none favored educational or discussion programs.

Although it is true t hat this minimum of 19 hours of

weekly viewing is composed of smaller daily vie~dng periods,

it is the opinion of this writer that televiewing to this

extent is cutting too deeply into the student's limited

after-school time. Perhaps t here would be l ess of a quarrel

if at least a portion of this vi ewing time were devoted to

educational programs. But, as far as t he student is con

cerned, television is a medium for entertainment only. Aft er

reviewing the favorite programs listed by students we should

be justified in equating 19 hours of televiewing to 6 double

feature movies a week.

If we r ecogni ze 19 hours of weekly televiewing as ex

cessive, and if we agree that t he student's selection of

progr~~s is poor, then remedies must be offered. It would

seem that the magnetic attraction of television is too much

for the low resistance of the students. Some guidance is

necessary.

Teachers are handicapped when it comes to offering

televiewing guidance to t he student. Only 23.44 per cent

of the facu~y at Lincoln admitted to owning television sets.
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The Department of Radio Education of the Detroit Public

Schools has attacked this problem of li~mited set 0~1ership

among teachers by maintaining a TV set for the sole

purpose of evaluation and recornmendation of programs. 5

A successful plan in which teachers participate is the

one in use at South Shore High School of Chicago. Students

of a special English-TV class reduced their average amount

of weekly viewing to 13 hours as a result of developing

standards of judging good viewing fare. 6

Teachers can help their students to fit televiewing

into t heir other activities in right proportion. They can

help students · in the judgment and selection of good vLevri.ng

fare. But teachers are far from the scene at the tline when

students are watching television. This would make parents

the logical gua r di ans of televie\~ing. The parents in our

study proved delinquent guardians. Onl y 27.1 per cent of

the students in the present investigation indicated t hat

their parents r-eco-nnended any television programs to them

and only 17.$ per cent admitted that their pa r ent s advised

them not to look at certain programs. A more optimistic

figure is the one from the survey of the 447 students at

Burdick Junior High School in Stamford, Connecticut. Only

74 of these students indicated that the selection of programs

5. Christian Science Moni t or , August 8, 1950.

6. tlChild TV Fans--And Superfans," Science Digest,
XXIX, 39.
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APPENDIX A

~ELEVISION OUESTI OriAI RE

Note: This i~ one of the original questionnaires. Item

13, whLch vras added verbally, was as f'o LLows :

Televis Lori has bot h e r ed my eyes -

Often

Once in a wh.iLe

SeldoM

47



TELEVISION QUESTIONNAIRE

Note: If you do not have a television set at home, but look at the sets
of neighbors and friends, then answer all questions except #2. If you
see television only once in a great while or not at all, put an X in
the following blank and wait for further instructions.

1. Do you have a television set at home? Yes No

2. Ans\'1er if "Yes" above:
Did you receive your set--
a) Before last summer IS vacation When _
b) During summer vacation ___
0) Between the beginning of school and Thanksgiving
d) Between Thanksgiving and Christmas ___
e) Between Christmas and -the present time ___

3. What are your ten most favorite programs. List in order of
preference.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8) _

9)

____________ 10)

4. a) Do your teachers recoMmend any particular television programs?
Yes No Vlhich ones

b) Do your paronts recommend any particular television prograMs?
Yes No Which ones _

5. Have your parents ever advised you not to look at any particular
television program? Yes No Which ones _

6. On the chart on the following pnge, put an X opposite the times that
you are ~atching television, for every dny of the weok. .



SAT• sun. rmN. TUES, HEDS. THURS. FRI..
10:00 10:00
10:15 10:15
10:30 10:30

I
10:45 10:45
11:00 11:00
11:15 11:15

I 11:)0 - 11:30
11:45 11:45
12:00 12:00
12:15 - 12:15
12:30 12:30
12:45 12:45
1:00 1:00- 1:15-1:15 -1:30 1:30
1:45 --- 1:45
2:00 2:00
2:15 - 2:15- - I -2:30 2:30
2:45

~ .t_ 2:45
3:00 I 3:00
):15 ' . 3:15
3:30 3:30
3:45 - 3:45
4:00 - 4:00
4:15 - 4:15
4:)0 4:30
4:45 4:45
5:00 ---,-.--- 5:00
5:15 5:15
5:30 5:30
5:45 -

~-=t=
- 5:45

6:00 ---- 6:00
6:15 6:15
6:30 - - 6:30
6:45 6:45
7:00 7:00-7:15 7:15
7:30 - 7:30
7:45 - 7:45
8:00 -- 8:00-8:15

I
8:15

8:30 8:30
8:45 -- - 8:45
9:00 - I - 9:00
9:15 9:15
9:30 - 9:30
9:45 '" 9:45

10:00 - -- 10:00
10:15 10:15
10:30 10:30
10:45 - 10:45
11:00 11:0')
11:15 - 11:15
11:30 -- 11:30
11:45 11:
12:00 12:
12:15 / 12:
12:30 H'"1.£.!U") - , 'Ii - - ' . -.....:. ~ I



7. If you look at television before 10:00 A. M. (lower limit of chart)
list the days and the tiffie; example- Tues. & Thurs. 7-7:15

8. a) When you have homework do you do it before or after watching
television, or don't you have any set plan? After
Before No set plan

b) What do you find is the average amount of tine you must spend
for homework each week?

9. a) In your opinion do you enter into the below na~ed activities
more, less, or to the sume extent that you did before you began
watching television?

Movies
Outdoor Exercise
Attending Sports Events
Reading
Homewor-k
Radio

MORE LESS SAME

b) If you listen to the Radio less (as checked above), do you
listen- Much Less or Hardly Ever ___

10. If your parents have advised you that television was interfering
with your homowork, what is the frequency of their warnings?

Often
Once in u while
Seldom
Never

11. What features and type of program would you like to soe more of on
television? ---.--------,------------"---

12. What is your name

Age ___ School Grade
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NUMB SR O? S~ ':' 1)"" " -::13 1·! : , ":' C ~I ~ ':' 'LEVI SI '-,; ' ...r VA:t IOJ S pI;:rf .O V3
OF ':'H~ DAY ;l :;D ':::; ::1< ( N-?67)

10100
10:15
10:30
10145'
11100
11:15
11:30
11145
12100
12115
12:30
12:45
1:00
1:15
1:30
1:45
2: 00
2:15
2: 30
2:45
3:')0
3:15
3:3 0
3:45
4: 00
4:15
4:30
4:45
5:00
5:15
5: )0
5:45
6: 00
6:15
6:30
6:45
7:0')
7:1 5
7130
7:45
8: 00
8 :15
8:30
8:45
9:00
9:15
9:30
9:45

10: 00
10:15
1'):30
10:45
11:00
11:15
11:30
11:45
12: 00
12:15
12:30
12:45

SAT. sun. rmN. TUES. UEDS. TJ!UP.s. FRI.
1

2 2 2 2 2
e e 6 6 6
e 6 b b b

4 4 4 4 4
'I '/ 7 7 '/

2 o e 6 6 6
Ii
2 0

i6
2 2
2 1
1 1

3 4 2
~7 26 2 2
10 29 2
1 30

2 2 29
0 i6

3 1
1

1

1 L I L' 1
1

--ll1. 1

~ .lQi..-_\_.89
. 89

73

2
~ ~'t

- L. 4 LU

10:00
10:15
10130
10:45
11:00
11:15
11:30
11:45
12:00
12:15
12:30
12:45

1:00
1:15
1:)0
1:45
2: 00
2:15
2:) 0
2:45
310')
):15
):)0
]:45
4:00
4:15
4:)0
4:45
5:00
5:15
5:]0
5:45
6100
6:15
61]0
6145
7:00
7:15
7:]0
7:45
8:00
8:15
8: ]0
8:45
9:00
9:15
9:)0
9145

10:ao
1a:15
10130
10:45
11:0)
11:15
11:30
11145
12:00
12115
12:)0
12:45

51
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TABLE V

NUMBER OF SETLF.3S VIEWERS WATCHING Tr:LEVISION AT VARIOUS
PERIO DS OF THE DAY AND ~lEEK (N-64)

0100
0115
0130
0145

11100
11:15
UI30
11145
12100
12115
12130
12145
1100
1115
1130
1:45
2100
2115
2:30
2145
)100
)115
3130
3145
4:00
4115
4130
4145
5100
5:15
5:30
5145
6100
6115
61)0
6145
7100
7115
7130
7:45
8:00
8115
81)0
8:45
9100
9:15
9130
9145

10:00
10115
10130
10145
11:0~

11115
11130
11145
12100
12115
121)0
12145

SUllo I!ON. TUES. VIEDS. THURS. FRI.SAT.
12 1
1
1
1

I

14
1 9

2 9
2
1
1

5 1
It

5 <::

10100
10115
101)0
10145
UIOO
UI15
UI30
UI45
12100
12115
121)0
12145
1:00
1115
11)0
1145
2100
2115
21)0
2145
)100
)115
)1)0
)145
4:00
4115
41)0
4145
5100
5115
5130
5:45
6100
6i15
61)0
6145
7100
7115
7130
7145
8100
8t15
8130
8:45
9100
9115
91)0
9145

10100
10115
10130
10145
11100
11115
11130
11145
12100
1211
12130
1214
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